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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
PSALM 1

2PETER3:18
“But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.”

GROW IN GRACE AND IN
THE KNOWLEDGE
OF OUR LORD

Nowadays, we often hear of
“Church Growth” with man’s ideas
and worldly methods, and many
churches are boastful of their
“church growth” with their big
membership and wealth.

How about true church growth? It is
like a mustard seed. Jesus says that
“It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and cast into his
garden; and it grew, and waxed a
great tree; and the fowls of the air
lodged in the branches of it”” (Luke
13:19). There must be life within in
order to grow. Without life, there
can be no growth. A healthy child
grows naturally. We must be born
again and be nurtured with the Word
of God if we want to grow spiritually.
“As newborn babes, desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2). Spiritual
growth is the work of God and not
of man. True spiritual growth must
come from God alone. \We can never
grow spiritually and bear fruit by
ourselves without the Lord, our True
Vine. Our Lord Jesus confirms, “l am
the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing”
(John 15:5). God’s Word also
confirms, ““So then neither is he that
planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth; but God that giveth the
increase (growth)” (1 Cor 3:7).
“Church growth” is the spiritual
growth of born-again Christians
who rely on and submit to God and
His Word.

The verb “grow” is a command in
the present tense, denoting to ““keep
on growing.” God commands you
and me to keep on growing in His
grace and in His knowledge. Are you
really growing spiritually day by
day?

THOUGHT: We must have God’s life
within in order to grow spiritually.

PRAYER: Lord, help me grow in
Your grace and in Your knowledge.




THURSDAY, APRIL 2
PSALM 8
JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world.”

GOD’S COMMON GRACE

God’s grace is God’s love, mercy,
favour, and blessings toward
mankind, especially toward His
children regardless of their merits.
Understanding the Scriptures, we
may see God’s common grace for all
mankind and His special grace for
the elect or His children.

We are to be grateful to God for His
common grace or general blessings
toward us on this earth and in this
universe such as the rain, the
sunshine, seasons, fruitful crops,
etc. “But | say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you; That ye may
be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh
his sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sendeth rain on the
justand on the unjust™ (Matt. 5:44-
45) and “Nevertheless he left not
himself without witness, in that he
did good, and gave us rain from
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling
our hearts with food and gladness™
(Acts 14:17).

By His common grace and love, God
does desire all mankind to repent and
to be saved. “Who will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4)
and “not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God gave
mankind His only begotten Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who came into the
world as a perfect God-Man to die
for the sins of all mankind and to
rise again for the justification and
salvation of everyone who believes
and receives Him as his personal
Lord and Saviour (John 3:16). When
sinners reject God’s grace, and
especially God’s plan of salvation
in Christ, God is righteous and
vindicated to condemn them to hell.

THOUGHT: God’s grace and love
are manifested in Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for
Your amazing grace and love.




FRIDAY, APRIL 3
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
EPHESIANS 2:8

“For by grace are
ye saved through faith.”

GOD’S SPECIAL GRACE

Even though God has shown His
common grace and love toward
mankind including you and me, the
total depravity and rebellion of
human hearts hinder us from
sincerely believing in and
submitting to God and His Word.
Then, if we sinners are cast into Hell,
we deserve it.

However, we must give thanks to
God for His special grace, saving
grace or irresistible grace (Calvin’s
TULIP) that, by His great love (Eph
2:4) and His election of grace (Rom
11:5), He has chosen us (John
15:16), drawn us to Himself (John
6:44, 65), quickened us together with
Christ (Eph 2:1, 5), delivered us from
the power of darkness and brought
us into His kingdom of light (Col
1:13), even granted us faith to
believe and to be saved (Eph 2:8)
and justified (Rom 3:24). All is by
God’s grace alone. Praise the Lord!

Truly, “My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness™ (2 Cor 12:9). By God’s
sufficient grace not only are we
saved, but we can also live a godly
life overcoming our sinful nature,
Satan, temptations, trials in life and
worldliness (Rom 7:24-25; Rom 8:37;
2 Cor 2:14; 1 John 2:14, 5:5).
Moreover, by God’s grace, we shall
be kept safe in the Lord’s mighty
hands and be saved forever, “And |
give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able
to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand” (John 10:28-29). All is by
God’s grace alone from the
beginning until the end, my friends.
Let us give all glory and thanks unto
the Lord.

THOUGHT: “So thenitis not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy”
(Rom9:16).

PRAYER: O Lord, how I thank You
for graciously choosing me, saving
me, preserving me and blessing me!




SATURDAY, APRIL 4
JAMES 4:1-10
2PETER3:18

“Grow in grace.”

KEEP ON GROWING IN
GOD’S GRACE

Besides thanking God for His
amazing grace for our salvation, we
must remember that we also need
God’s grace for our daily walk with
Him, for our service to Him, and for
our battle against the enemies of our
souls, even “self”, Satan, wrong
doctrines, and worldliness. We thank
God for His sufficient grace in our
Lord Jesus Christ, who confirms,
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). Truly, “And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us,... full of grace and
truth... And of his fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace.
For... grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ” (John 1:14,16,17) and “he
giveth more grace” (James 4:6).
God’s grace is always sufficient for
all our needs, and we can never use
up His unlimited and abundant
grace. Then how do we grow in
God’s grace?

Humble Ourselves More with Full
Submission: As “God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble” (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5), we
are to humble ourselves before God
(James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6). Many
appear very gentle and humble
before men but are not totally
submissive to the Lord and His
Word! True humility before God
means our full dependence on and
submission to Him and His Word.

Humbly Come to the Lord Himself
with Trust and Dependence: All
grace comes from the Lord Himself
alone, so “Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need”” with
trust and dependence (Heb 4:16).

Grow in God’s Knowledge: Our
growth in God’s grace depends on
our growth in His knowledge (2 Peter
1:2). The more we know the Lord,
the more we shall humbly trust in
Him and His sufficient grace.

THOUGHT: “But by the grace of
God I amwhat I am” (1 Cor 15:10).
PRAYER: O Lord, help me grow in
Your grace daily.




LORD’S DAY, APRIL5
PHILIPPIANS 3:1-11

2PETER 3:18
“Grow ... in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

KEEP ON GROWING IN
THE KNOWLEDGE
OF OUR LORD

In this world we usually admire the
learned or scholarly people who
have a wide knowledge of many
things. But how about the
knowledge of God and of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ? God says,
“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in
his might, let not the rich man glory
in his riches: But let him that
glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me,
that I am the LORD which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the
LORD” (Jer 9:23-24), and ““For |
desired mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more
than burnt offerings™ (Hosea 6:6).
God not only desires and delights
in our knowledge of Him but also
commands us to keep on growing in
His knowledge (2 Peter 3:18).

You and | cannot trust or follow
someone we do not know well. It is
vital for us to experientially know the
Lord personally. The more we know
the Lord and what He has done for
us, the more we shall love Him and
appreciate Him. The more we know
our Lord’s majesty and holiness, the
more we shall humbly fear Him and
depart from evil. The more we know
our Lord’s faithfulness and
sovereignty, the more we shall trust
in Him and commit everything to
Him. The more we know our Lord’s
love, grace and mercy, the more we
shall be thankful to Him and willing
to serve Him. The more we know and
keep our Lord’s faithful words, the
more we stand firm on His sure
foundation.

Are you really growing in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ daily as He commands
us?

THOUGHT: Aheart knowledge of
our Lord is so vital.

PRAYER: O Lord, help me grow in
Your knowledge daily.




MONDAY, APRIL 6
JOHN 14:1-11
JOHN5:39
“Search the scriptures...
which testify of me.”

A HEART-KNOWLEDGE OF
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

M

God commands us to keep on
growing in His grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. As Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, came into this world as
a perfect God-Man to reveal God the
Father to mankind, the more we
know about the Lord Jesus Christ,
the more we know about God
Himself. Truly, “No man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him”” (John
1:18). Jesus says, ““He that believeth
on me, believeth not on me, but on
him that sent me. And he that seeth
me seeth him that sent me” (John
12: 44-45) and “If ye had known me,
ye should have known my Father
also: and from henceforth ye know
him, and have seen him”” (John 14:7).

As God inspired His servants to
write the truth about Him, His will,
His creation, and His salvation for
mankind, we are to read and study
God’s Word, the Holy Scriptures.
Thank God for His omnipotence,
omniscience and omnipresence that
He is able to perfectly preserve His
inspired words (Ps 12:6-7; Matt 5:18;
24:35; 2 Tim 3:16; etc) for His
children to read without any doubt
or confusion. That is the Masoretic
Text of the Hebrew Old Testament
and the Received Text of the Greek
New Testament, underlying the
King James Bible.

In order to have a heart-knowledge
of the Lord, we must be born again,
have a desire to know about Him,
seek Him, study and keep His Word,
take up our cross and follow Him.

THOUGHT: The Holy Scriptures
testify of the Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Thank You, Lord, for
having preserved Your Word for me
to read and to know about You.




TUESDAY, APRIL 7
JOHN 3:1-8
JOHN17:3

“And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee.”

A HEART-KNOWLEDGE OF
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

)

Be Born Again: The first condition
to have a heart-knowledge of God
and the Lord Jesus Christ is to be
born again into God’s family. Many
professing Christians think that they
know the Lord, but it may be only
head-knowledge. Some of us may
know and talk about a well-known
king, president, prime minister,
scientist, or philosopher but we do
not have any relationship with him.
Likewise, many professing
Christians may know and talk or
even preach about the Lord Jesus
Christ, but they do not have any
relationship with Him. A dog may be
faithful and intelligent but it is a
creature created much lower than
man. It may recognize its owner,
express its feelings and have some
simple communication with him, but
it cannot know him and have
fellowship with him as a son can with
his father. Likewise, if we are not
born again by the Holy Spirit and
by God’s Word (John 3:5-6; 1 Peter
1:23), we cannot experientially know
the Lord and have a close fellowship
with Him as a child knows his father
or as a bride knows her bridegroom.

Our Lord Jesus prays to His Father,
“And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent”” (John 17:3). Dear friends, we
must be born again so that we may
have eternal life and a living
fellowship with Him, and then may
grow in the knowledge of Him as a
child gets to know more about his
father while he is growing up.

THOUGHT: Without being born
again, we are hopeless at knowing
the Lord Jesus Christ experientially.
PRAYER: Lord, thank You for
graciously giving me eternal life so
that 1 may know You and have
fellowship with You.




WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
PROVERBS 8:32-36
PSALM 73:25

“There is none upon earth
that | desire beside thee.”

A HEART-KNOWLEDGE OF
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

©)

Desire to Know the Lord: God
delights in our knowledge of Him (Jer
9:23-24) and commands us to keep
on growing in His knowledge (2 Peter
3:18), so we must have a desire to
know Him; otherwise, we are
indifferent or lukewarm like the
believers in Laodicea (Rev 3:16-17).
The Psalmist says, “Whom have I in
heaven but thee? And there is none
upon earth that | desire beside thee™
(Ps 73:25). Our Lord will be pleased
when we, like Paul, can “count all
things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus”
(Phil 3:8).

We are growing in the knowledge of
the Lord if today or this month we
know Him and His Word better than
yesterday or last month. If we are
content with our knowledge of the
Lord and His Word in the past but
today we do not have any desire to
know Him more, we are not growing.
Then, let us “press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3: 14).

Seek the Lord First: Itis notenough
to have a desire to know the Lord.
To know someone or something well
requires our time, zeal and effort. We
have to seek the Lord and His Word
daily through our personal devotion
time, Bible study, and worship. The
Holy Spirit uses His Word to reveal
the Lord and His Truth to us. This is
God’s promise, “And ye shall seek
me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart”
(Jer 29:13). The Lord Jesus says,
“But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto
you” (Matt 6:33). Do you seek the
Lord and His Word first daily?

THOUGHT: A lukewarm heart
cannot please the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, please help me
desire to know You and seek You
first daily.

10



THURSDAY, APRIL 9
PHILIPPIANS 3:7-11
JOHN 14:21
“I will love him,
and will manifest myself to him.”

A HEART-KNOWLEDGE OF
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

4)

Keep His Word with Humble
Submission: Paul said, “I count all
things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord™ (Phil 3:8). When confessing
Jesus Christ as Lord, we must mean
that He is our supreme and sovereign
Lord and that we are not our own
but the Lord’s as His bond-slave.
Our Lord Jesus says, “He that hath
my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and | will love him, and will
manifest myself to him”” (John 14:21).
Our Lord Jesus will manifest Himself
more to us when we love Him and
humbly submit to Him and His Word.
Those who doubt, question, or
criticize God’s Word are arrogant and
rebellious and cannot experientially
know the Lord.

Take up One’s Cross and Follow
Him: To know the Lord more, we
must take up our cross and follow
Him faithfully unto death. Paul said,
“That |1 may know him, and the
power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death”
(Phil 3:10). It is a blessing to know
the power of Jesus’ resurrection in
our lives and ministry to overcome
Satan, our sinful nature and
worldliness. But do we also regard
it a blessing to know the fellowship
of Jesus’ sufferings and to be
conformed unto His death? When
we encounter misjudgment,
contempt, criticism, hatred, betrayal,
opposition, attacks or persecutions
from the world or from professing
Christians, it is a blessing to know
and understand the sufferings of
our Lord, who “endured such
contradiction of sinners against
himself”” (Heb 12:3). Then we may
be constrained by His love to
willingly be conformed to His death
— death to “self,” and to sins and to
worldliness.

THOUGHT: Do | humbly submitto
my Lord and His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me humbly
submit to You and Your Word
always.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 10
ISAIAH 53:1-12
1CORINTHIANS 15:3

“Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures.”

GOOD FRIDAY

Good Friday is the day we
commemorate the death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who was despised,
rejected, hated, persecuted,
blasphemed, betrayed, forsaken,
beaten, and crucified on the cross.
Then He died and was buried. Who
did He died for? For all mankind
including you and me!

Jesus bare our sins as well as ““the
sins of the whole world” in His own
body on the cross (1 Peter 2:24; 1
John 2:2), and His holy Father turned
His face from His dearly beloved Son
at the moment when all the
wickedness, sins, unrighteousness,
iniquities, and transgressions of
human beings were upon the Lord
Jesus, who cried, “My God, my God,
why has thou forsaken me?”” (Matt
27:46).

Dear friends, we can never fully
understand how great and deep
Christ’s sufferings were. And it is
no fault of His, but because of your
sins and my sins: “Christ also
suffered for us...for sins” (1 Peter
2:21, 3:18, 4:1). It is because of
Christ’s love and because of our
salvation that He suffered and died
for us. Let us remember our Lord’s
love and sacrifice and be grateful.
Being purchased by His blood, we
are to glorify God with our lives,
“For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s”
(1 Cor 6:20).

It is vital for us to experientially
“know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fullness of
God” (Eph 3:19) so that His love may
constrain us to live for Him (2 Cor
5:14), to “follow his steps,” to be
*““partakers of Christ’s sufferings™ (1
Peter 2:21, 4:13), and to be ““faithful
unto death” (Rev 2:10).

THOUGHT: | have to receive
Christ’s love and sacrifice for myself
personally. He “loved me, and gave
himself for me”” (Gal 2:20).
PRAYER: O Lord, how I thank You
for Your love and sacrifice for me!
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SATURDAY, APRIL 11
1JOHN 4:7-12
1JOHN 4:10

“He loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.”

GOD’S LOVE AND
RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT

Many do not see God’s love and just
blame Him for all the sufferings and
evils in their lives or in this world,
while others take God’s love for
granted and keep living in sin. We
must have a right attitude toward our
Lord’s death on the cross for us and
for our sins.

God’s Love for Us Is True and
Great: We may be in the midst of
troubles and trials of life, and Satan
and our sinful nature may cause us
to doubt God’s love. Let us look at
the Lord Jesus Christ, who really
loves us and has died for us and our
sins. Hear God’s faithful Word: “But
God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom
5:8), and ““Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins” (1 John
4:10).

God’s Judgment Is Sure: Our Lord
Jesus Christ’s death on the Cross
reveals not only God’s love but also
God’s righteous judgment. Sin is
always serious. If God could have
ignored sins, Jesus would not have
come to die for mankind’s sins. The
holy and righteous God had to
condemn and deal with sin. If Jesus
Christ did not suffer the death
penalty for our sins, we must be
condemned to hell for our sins. Let
us remember our Lord’s humble and
shameful death on the Cross for our
sins so that we may humbly receive
His death for our sins with much
appreciation, and then by His grace
and strength we stop living in sin as
sin is always serious and God’s
judgment is sure.

THOUGHT: God’s love is true and
His righteous judgment is sure.
PRAYER: O Lord, thank You for
being judged and punished in my
stead for my sins!

13



LORD’S DAY, APRIL 12
JOHN 20:19-31
1CORINTHIANS 15:4

“He rose again.”

JESUS CHRIST ROSE
AGAIN

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus
is the important foundation of our
faith and our salvation. A dead
person cannot save or help anyone
as he cannot see, hear, know, or
move. “If Christ be not risen, then
is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain... ye are yet in your
sins...are perished” (1 Cor 15:14, 17-
18). Truly, if Jesus Christ had not
risen, it would be vain for us to trust
in Him, pray to Him or worship Him
as He cannot hear, know, help or
save! But praise God that the Lord
Jesus really rose again, and He is
ever living to hear our prayers and
has power to save us perfectly,
“Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them” (Heb
7:25).

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ proves that

- Jesus is the Son of God, is God
Himself with all power (Rom 1:4).

- Jesus fulfilled all of Scriptures
(Luke 24:27,44).

- Jesus’ atoning sacrifice has been
accepted (Acts 2:22-36). His
resurrection is for our
justification (Rom 4:25).

- Jesus has overcome Satan,
death and the world (John 16:33;
1 Cor 15:25-26; 1 John 3:8, 4:4,
5:5).

Jesus’ resurrection secures His new

life in us to overcome our sinful

nature, Satan, temptations, trials of

life, and worldliness (Rom 7:24-25,

8:37;2Cor 2:14; 1 John 2:14, 5:5).

Jesus’ resurrection ensures that our
labour in Him will not be in vain (1
Cor 15:58) and that He will come back
again to give us a glorious body like
His (Acts 1:11; 1 Cor 15:22, 34, 51,
57; Phil 3:21; 1 Thess 4:16-17). Praise
the Lord!

THOUGHT: Jesus Christ “was
delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification”
(Rom 4:25).

PRAYER: Lord, I thank You for Your
death for me and for Your
resurrection for me.

14



MONDAY, APRIL 13
EXODUS 3:1-15
REVELATION17:14

“He is Lord of lords.”
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD

Many know Jesus as a good prophet
or a good teacher, but we must know
Him as our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, ““But grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ™ (2 Peter 3:18;
cf. 1:11; 2:20). The phrase “our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ™” has only
one definite article in Greek,
denoting one Divine Person, our
Saviour Jesus Christ is the LORD,
the Jehovah, the “I AM THAT | AM”
in the Old Testament (Exod 3:14; cf.
Isa 6:3; John 12:41). Our Lord Jesus
confirms that He is the Jehovah by
His “I AM” statement, “Verily,
verily, | say unto you, Before
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58),
and due to this, the Jews wanted to
stone Him. Let us meditate on Jesus’
other seven “I AM” statements and
trust that He is All we need:

- “l am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst” (John
6:35).

- *“I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the
light of life”” (John 8:12).

- “I am the door: by me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find
pasture” (John 10:9).

- “I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep” (John 10:11).

- “l am the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall
he live” (John 11:25).

- “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me”” (John 14:6).

- ““l am the true vine,... ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me,
and | in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing” (John
15:15).

THOUGHT: “God hath made that
same Jesus... both Lord and Christ™
(Acts 2:36).

PRAYER: Lord, help me exalt You
as Lord of my life.

15



TUESDAY, APRIL 14
MATTHEW 7:21-29
PHILIPPIANS 2:11

“Jesus Christ is Lord.”

IS JESUS REALLY YOUR
LORD?

An experiential knowledge of Jesus
Christ as our personal Lord is vital
for us. Many professing Christians
say to Jesus, “Lord, Lord” with
their lips but their hearts are not
submissive to Him or His Word at
all. They still use their lives, their
time, and all they have according to
their own will and plan. They still
want to speak, read, watch, listen to,
believe, write and do whatever they
like or go wherever they like
regardless of the Lord and His will
and His Word! Many even
arrogantly question, criticise, and
misinterpret the Lord’s Word! Our
Lord Jesus says, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven” (Matt
7:21).

Dear friends, when we confess that
Jesus is the Lord, we must mean that
He is the Jehovah, the covenant
Lord of His covenant people, the
self-existent and self-sufficient God,
eternal, immutable, holy, mighty,
loving, and faithful to His
covenants, to His promises and to
His Word. And when we confess
that Jesus is our Lord, we must mean
that He has the full authority and
right over our lives, our time and all
we have, and that we are not our
own but His, and that we willingly
submit to Him and His Word with
our trust and dependence.

How can human beings with their
totally corrupt, depraved, sinful and
rebellious nature (Jer 17:9; Rom 8:7-
8) be submissive to Jesus Christ as
Lord? Thank God that the Holy Spirit
is able to subdue our sinful nature
and help us humbly exalt Jesus
Christas our Lord, “no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the
Holy Ghost” (1 Cor 12:3).

THOUGHT: “And Thomas
answered and said unto him, My
Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
PRAYER: My Lord Jesus, help me
submit to You and Your Word
always.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
JOHN 5:15-27
1JOHN 4:15

“Jesus is the Son of God.”

JESUS IS THE SON OF
GOD

The name “the Son of God”
referring to our Lord Jesus Christ
has at least 46 occurrences in the
New Testament. The Holy
Scriptures testify that Jesus Christ
is “the Son of God” (Mark 1:1; Rom
1:4). The angel Gabriel announced
that Jesus Christ is “the Son of the
Highest” and *“the Son of God”
(Luke 1:32; 35). John the Baptist saw
the Holy Spirit descending and
remaining on Jesus and testified that
Jesus is “the Son of God” (John
1:33-34).

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself
declares that He is ““the Son of God™
(John 3:18; 5:25; 9:35; 10:36; 11:4;
Rev 2:18). Jesus also declares His
eternal Sonship as *“the only
begotten Son of God” (John 3:18;
cf. 1:18; 3:16; 1 John 4:9). Sadly,
many modern English versions, like
the New International Version,
replace ““only begotten” with ““one
and only,” undermining the eternal
Sonship of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Lord Jesus also confirms His
equality with His Father, *“I and my
Father are one” (John 10:30) and
“If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and
from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him” (John 14:7). When
Jesus spoke of God and prayed to
God as His Father, He also identified
Himself as the Son of God, making
Himself equal with God (Matt 11:25-
27, 26:29,39,42; John 3:35; 5:17-26;
6: 44-46; 17:1-26; etc), and “the Jews
sought the more to kill him, because
he not only had broken the sabbath,
but said also that God was his
Father, making himself equal with
God” (John 5:18; cf. 19:7).

Then, when we confess that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, we must
mean that Jesus Christ was not
created but begotten of God from
eternity, and that He is equal with
God and that He is God Himself.

THOUGHT: “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God” (Acts
8:37).
PRAYER: My Lord Jesus, | believe
You are the Son of God and You are
God.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 16
1JOHN5:1-13
MATTHEW 11:27

“No man knoweth the Son,
but the Father.”

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
JESUS IS THE SON OF
GOD?

Many nowadays do not believe that
Jesus Christ is equal with God and
is God Himself. How about you?

After Jesus calmed the storm by His
Word, His disciples “came and
worshipped him, saying, Of a truth
thou art the Son of God” (Matt
14:33). Peter confessed that Jesus is
“the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Matt 16:16; John 6:69). We
can hear the same confession that
Jesus Christ is “the Son of God”
from Nathanael (John 1:49), Martha
(John 11:27), the centurion and those
with him (Matt 27:54), the Ethiopian
eunuch (Acts 8:37), etc. John wrote
his Gospel with a clear purpose, “But
these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name”
(John 20:31; cf. 1 John 5:13). After
Paul met Jesus and was converted,
he immediately preached that Jesus
Christ is “the Son of God” (Acts
8:37) and confirmed that truth in his
epistles (Rom 1:4; 2 Cor 1:19; etc).

Truly knowing, believing and
confessing that Jesus is the Son of
God must come from God. Jesus
said to Peter, “Blessed art thou,
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven”
(Matt 16:17). God’s Word confirms,
“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in
him, and he in God” (1 John 4:15).

Our faith in the Son of God is our
Life and our victory over the world,
“Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God?...He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not
life”” (1 John 5:5, 12).

THOUGHT: Grow in the knowledge
of the Son of God (Eph 4:13).
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, help me to
experientially know You as the Son
of God.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 17
HEBREWS 1:8-14
JOHN1:1
“The Word was God.”R

JESUS IS GOD

As Jesus is the LORD and the Son
of God, He is God Himself. There
are more biblical proofs testifying
that Jesus is God.

The phrase “God and Saviour Jesus
Christ in these two following
verses has one definite article in
Greek, denoting that our Saviour
Jesus Christ is God Himself:
*““Looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”
(Titus 2:13) and “through the
righteousness of God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1).

Isaiah foretold the coming of the
Lord Jesus, and His Name is called
“Emmanuel” which being
interpreted is, “God with us” (Isa
7:14; Matt 1:23) and “Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace” (Isa 9:6). Jesus is called “the
everlasting Father” although He is
not God the Father, denoting that
He has the same eternal essence of
God. Jesus’ name is also called “The
Word of God”” (Rev 19:13), and ““the
Word of life,” (1 John 1:1), and “In
the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God” (John 1:1).

It is amazing that God the Father
says to His Son, “Thy throne, O
God, is for ever and ever”” (Heb 1:8).
Another clear Bible verse about our
Lord Jesus’ Deity is “And without
controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received
up into glory” (1 Tim 3:16). Sadly,
many modern English versions, like
the NIV, replace “God” with “He,”
undermining the Deity of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

In Heaven, Jesus Christ is
worshipped as God, “Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory,
and blessing” (Rev 5:12). How
about you?

THOUGHT: “And Thomas
answered and said unto him, My
Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You are my
God.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 18
JOHN 17:1-10
REVELATION5:12
“Worthy is the Lamb.”

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
JESUS IS GOD?

It is always good for us to meditate
on some of our Lord Jesus’ Divine
attributes so that we may fear Him,
honour Him, love Him, and trust in
Him. Our Lord Jesus is:

- Eternal: “Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever” (Heb 1:8)

- Omnipresent: “I am with you
alway” (Matt 28:20; cf. Matt
18:20)

- Omniscient: “Jesus knew from
the beginning” (John 6:64; cf
2:24)

- Omnipotent: “All power is given
unto me”” (Matt 28:18)

- Unchangeable: “Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and to day,
and for ever” (Heb 13:8; cf. 1:12).

- Holy: “hethatis holy” (Rev 3:7;
cf. Luke 1:35; Acts 4:27)

- Righteous: “Thou hast loved
righteousness” (Heb 1:9; cf. Isa
53:11).

- Just: “the Holy One and the
Just” (Acts 3:14; cf. 1 Peter 3:18)

- Faithful: “Jesus Christ, who is
the faithful witness” (Rev 1:5;
3:14).

- True: Jesus is called “Faithful
and True” (Rev 19:11; cf. 3:14).

- Glorious: “our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory”
(James 2:1).

- Good: “the good
shepherd,...Good Master”
(John 10:11; Matt 19:16).

- Loving: “he loved them unto the
end” (John 13:1; cf 15: 9, 13).

- Gracious: “My grace is
sufficient for thee” (2 Cor 12:9;
cf. John 1:14)

- Merciful: “a merciful and
faithful high priest™ (Heb 2:17)

- Long-suffering: ““show forth all
long-suffering” (1 Tim 1:16)

- Forgiving: “the Son of man hath
power-... to forgive sins” (Matt
9:6).

- Giving Life: “he should give
eternal life”” (John 17:2; cf. 6:33;
10:10).

- Our Object of Worship: “Worthy
is the Lamb...” (Rev 5:12; cf.
Matt 28:9).

- Our Object of Faith: ““the author
and finisher of our faith” (Heb

12:2).

Dear friends, do you really believe
that Jesus Christ is God, who is
worthy to receive our worship,
thanks, praise, reverence, love, and
obedience?

THOUGHT: Our Lord Jesus Christ
is God.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, help me to
honour, trust, obey and worship You
worthily as God.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 19
COLOSSIANS 1:12-20
JOHN1:3

“All things were made by him.”

JESUS IS THE CREATOR

As Jesus is the Son of God and God
Himself, He is the Creator, all-
powerful, all-wise, and sovereign.
We shall love Him, honour Him, trust
in Him and appreciate Him more
when we acknowledge that He
created us and loves us so much that
He humbly came into this world to
die for us who are His sinful and
rebellious creatures!

God’s Word declares that ““All things
were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was
made”” (John 1:3), and “Who is the
image of the invisible God, the first-
born of every creature: For by him
were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him.
And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist”” (Col 1:15-17),
and “upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on
high... And, Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundation
of the earth; and the heavens are
the works of thine hands” (Heb 1:3,
10).

Dear friends, our Lord Jesus Christ,
as God the Son, did perform the work
of creation together with God the
Father and God the Holy Spirit (Gen
1:1-2; Job 33:4; Ps 104:30; Acts
17:24). Let us ponder on this truth:
All things were created and upheld
by Jesus! May the Lord open our
eyes so that we may see His
wonderful work of creation
everywhere and we may give thanks
and praise to Him whether we look
at the universe or enjoy the
sunshine, the rain, the magnificent
scenery, good food and fruits,
beautiful flowers, even the life He
has given to us!

THOUGHT: “... ye believe in God,
believe also in me” (John 14:1).
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, how I thank
You for having created me and
saved me!
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MONDAY, APRIL 20
2CORINTHIANS 13:1-10
MATTHEW 28:20

“l am with you alway.”
JESUS IS OMINIPRESENT

As our Lord Jesus Christ is God, He
is omnipresent or ever-present
everywhere at all times. Sometimes,
due to our difficulties, problems, or
trials in life, we may be so worried,
troubled and frightened that we
forget our Lord’s presence with us.
It is so comforting to remember that
our Lord is with us always because
His Word says so, and this
confidence is based on His faithful
Word and not on our feelings.

With much surprise Nathanael
confessed that Jesus is “the Son of
God” and ““the ““King of Israel’” when
Jesus said to him, “Before that
Philip called thee, when thou wast
under the fig tree, | saw thee”” (John
1:48-49). Our Lord is omnipresent!

Our Lord Jesus is now at the right
hand of God the Father, making
intercession for us, “Itis Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession
for us” (Rom 8: 34; cf. Heb 7:25).
However, His presence is
everywhere, “For where two or
three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of
them” (Matt 18:20). Wherever His
children gather in His Name, whether
in Africa, America, Asia, Australia or
Europe, whether in a church
building, in the jungles, at sea or at
home, He is in their midst. It is so
amazing! Moreover, Jesus promises,
*““l am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world”” (Matt 28:20). Jesus
uses the verb in the present tense,
denoting the truth that at this very
moment He is ever with His children
everywhere, including you, alway
(all days or all the way)! Our Lord
Jesus is even in us, “Jesus Christ is
inyou” (2 Cor 13:5), and “Christ in
you, the hope of glory”” (Col 1:27). It
is so comforting!

THOUGHT: Jesus is truly the
omnipresent God.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, help me live
in Your presence always.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 21
REVELATION2:1-7
JOHN 6:64

“Jesus knew
from the beginning.”

JESUS IS OMNISCIENT

As our Lord Jesus Christ is God, He
is not only omnipresent but also
omniscient or all-knowing. This truth
will help us both trust in Him and
fear Him. We shall trust in our Lord
more because our loving and caring
Saviour does know us very well,
even our weaknesses, our health
condition, our situations, our
difficulties, our trials, and all our
needs. We shall fear our Lord more
because we cannot hide anything
from Him. He does know our
thoughts, our minds, our hearts, our
motives, our works, our service, etc.
Let us hear God’s Word confirming
this truth:

Jesus foreknew His sufferings, death
and resurrection (Matt 16:21; Mark
8:31; Luke 9:22), and “Jesus knew
their thoughts™ (Matt 12:25; cf. Luke
6:8), and ““he knew all men... he
knew what was in man” (John 2:24-
25). Jesus knew the Samaritan
woman’s life very well, and she said
to her folks, “Come, see a man,
which told me all things that ever |
did: is not this the Christ?”” (John
4:18,19,29), and *“Jesus knew in
himself that his disciples murmured
at it...Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were that
believed not, and who should
betray him” (John 6:61,64), and
“Jesus knew that his hour was
come that he should depart out of
this world unto the Father... Jesus
knowing that the Father had given
all things into his hands, and that
he was come from God, and went to
God” (John 13:1,3). Truly, in Jesus
Christ “are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3).

To the seven churches in Asia Minor
(modern Turkey), Jesus says, “I
know thy works™ (Rev 2:2,9,13,19;
3:1,8,15). Jesus knows all their
strengths and weaknesses and He
rebukes them for leaving their first
love toward Him, for their
compromise and tolerance to sins
and wrong doctrines, for their
spiritual death and for their
lukewarmness. How about you and
your church?

THOUGHT: Jesus knows all things
well.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, “Now are we
sure that thou knowest all things™
(John 16:30).
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
ACTS 10:34-43
HEBREWS 7:25

“He is able also to save.”
JESUS IS OMNIPOTENT

It is vital for us to know and trust
that our Lord Jesus Christ is the
omnipotent God, the Almighty God,
because it is true that He is able to
do all things well according to His
holy will and good pleasure, and
nothing is too hard for Him or
impossible with Him, ““Behold, | am
the LORD, the God of all flesh: is
there any thing too hard for me?”
(Jer 32:27; cf. Matt 19:26).

- Jesus is the Creator, who has
power to create all things and
uphold all things (John 1:3; Col
1:15-17; Heb 1:3).

- Jesus was anointed “with the
Holy Ghost and with power”
(Acts 10:38).

- Jesus was “mighty in deed and
word before God and all the
people”” (Luke 24:19)

- Jesus has power over Satan and
demons and He cast them out
with His Word (Matt 8:16; Mark
1:39).

- Jesus has power over Nature,
turning water into wine, calming
the storm, “walking on the sea”
(John 2:7-9; Matt 8:26-27; 14:25).

- Jesus has power over sickness,
healing the sick, the blind, the
lame, the deaf, etc. (Matt 8:16;
11:5).

- Jesus has power over death,
raising Jairus’ daughter, a young
man in Nain, and Lazarus (Mark
5:22,41,42; Luke 7:14-15; John
11:43-44).

- Jesus’ resurrection proves Him
to be the Son of God with power
(Rom1:4)

- Jesus “hath power on earth to
forgive sins” (Matt 9:6; Mark
2:10).

- Jesus has been given ““authority
to execute judgment” (John
5:27).

- Jesus ““is able also to save” us
perfectly (Heb 7:25).

- Jesus “is able to keep” what we
have committed unto Him (2 Tim
1:12) and keep us safe in His
mighty hand (John 10:28).

- “All power is given unto” our
Lord Jesus Christ (Matt 28:18).

THOUGHT: Jesus is truly the
Almighty God.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, help me trust
in Your omnipotence.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 23
REVELATION 6:1-16
ACTS10:36

“He is Lord of all.”
JESUS IS SOVEREIGN

We believe that God the Father is
sovereign or in control over all, “Are
not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your
Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered”” (Matt 10:29-
30), and ““No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent
me draw him” (John 6:44, cf. 65).
However, when we know and
believe that Jesus is the living and
true God, omnipresent, omniscient
and omnipotent, we must also
believe that He is sovereign as God
the Father is.

As Jesus Christ is “Lord of all”
(Acts 10:36), and ““King of kings and
Lord of lords” (1 Tim 6:15; Rev 17:14;
19:16), He is in control over all as
His Father is. Only our Lord Jesus
Christ is worthy “to open the book,
and to loose the seven seals
thereof” (Rev 5:4-5). When He
opens one of the seals, a great event
takes place (Rev 6:1,3,5,7,9), and this
is one of the great events in the last
days, “And | beheld when he had
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; ...And the
stars of heaven fell unto the earth,
... And the heaven departed as a
scroll when it is rolled together; ...
And the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every
free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains;
And said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb’” (Rev 6:12-16).

Knowing that our Good Shepherd
is sovereign and is with us, in us,
and for us, we shall fear no evil (Ps
23:4). Praise the Lord!

THOUGHT: Our Lord Jesus Christ
is sovereign.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, | praise You
for You are in control of all things.

25



FRIDAY, APRIL 24
MATTHEW 1:18-25
1TIMOHY 3:16

“God was manifest in the flesh.”

JESUS IS THE PERFECT
GOD-MAN

Knowing and believing that Jesus
is a perfect Man is as important as
knowing and believing that Jesus is
God. Why? Only a perfect and
sinless Man could die for sinners
and only a perfect God-Man can be
a Mediator between God and man (1
Tim 2:5). Therefore, “Hereby know
ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh is of God: And
every spirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
not of God: and this is that spirit of
antichrist” (1 John 4:2-3; 2 John 7).

Right after the Fall of Adam and Eve,
God promised His salvation through
the seed of a woman, saying to
Satan, “And | will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel” (Gen 3:15).
This promise was confirmed by the
prophet Isaiah (c.700 BC),
“Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa
7:14), and this was fulfilled in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who humbled
Himself to become man, conceived
by the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary, “that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins. Now all this was
done, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us” (Matt
1:20-23).

Jesus is 100% God and 100% Man.

THOUGHT: Jesus is the perfect
God-Man in one Person.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for
humbly becoming a Man to die for
my sins.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 25
ACT 2:22-36

ACTS 7:56
“The Son of man standing
on the right hand of God.”

JESUS IS THE SON OF
MAN

The name “the Son of man”
referring to our Lord Jesus Christ
has at least 87 occurrences in the
New Testament, in which 84
occurrences are from the mouth of
our Lord Jesus Christ, humbly
confirming His real humanity. Before
being martyred, Stephen was full of
the Holy Spirit, “looked up
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing
on the right hand of God” and he
testified, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of man
standing on the right hand of God”’
(Acts 7:55-56). John also gave a
similar testimony (Rev 1:13; 14:14).

The Holy Scriptures testify that
Jesus Christ is a real Man: ““the Word
was made flesh” (John 1:14), and
“God was manifest in the flesh” (1
Tim 3:16), and ““Ye men of Israel,
hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth,
aman approved of God among you
by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst
of you, as ye yourselves also know...
Be it known unto you therefore, men
and brethren, that through this man
is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins” (Acts 2:22;
13:38), and “much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which
is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath
abounded unto many”” (Rom 5:15)
and “The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord
from heaven™ (1 Cor 15:47), and ““For
there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus;” (1 Tim 2:5), and ““‘But
this man, after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God” (Heb
10:12; cf. 7:24).

Jesus Christ became a Man and died
for mankind.

THOUGHT: “And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto
death’ (Phil 2:8).

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for
Your humble sacrifice for me.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 26
ROMANS5:1-11
HEBREWS 7:26
“Who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners.”

JESUS IS A PERFECT MAN

Jesus Christ must be a perfect Man
to die for the sins of mankind,
including yours and mine. He has a
human soul, human will and human
body with flesh, blood and bones
like us. Jesus said, “My soul is
exceeding sorrowful”” (Matt 26:38;
cf. John 12:27), and prayed to His
Father, “not my will, but thine, be
done... Father, into thy hands |
commend my spirit” (Luke 22:42;
23:46), and “Behold my hands and
my feet, that it is | myself: handle
me, and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have”
(Luke 24:39).

With His real human body, Jesus was
hungry, wearied, and thirsty. He also
ate, drank, worked, walked, rested,
slept, wept, and died and was buried
and risen again (Matt 4:2; 26:26-29;
Mark 6:31; Luke 8:23; 24:39,46; John
4:6,7;5:17;7:1; 11:35; 19:30,33,40).
However, being born of the virgin
Mary, Jesus did not inherit the sinful
nature from Adam; and while living
on earth, Jesus submitted His will to
His Father’s will and kept the law to
the jot and tittle despite the
temptations from Satan (active
obedience, Matt 4:1-11) and all the
contempt, blasphemy, hatred,
opposition, persecutions, sufferings
even the cruel and shameful death
on the cross (passive obedience, Isa
53; Matt 26; John 19). Truly, “And
being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross™ (Phil 2:8), and “For we
have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin”” (Heb 4:15).

Jesus Christ lived a perfect life for
our righteousness, died for our sins,
and rose again for our justification
(Rom 4:25; 5:8-10). Praise the Lord!

THOUGHT: Jesus’ active and
passive obedience is for my
salvation.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for
Your sacrificial life and death for me.
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MONDAY, APRIL 27
HEBREWS 7:19-28
1TIMOTHY 2:5

“One Mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”

JESUS ALONE IS THE
MEDIATOR

Many believe that they can
approach the Holy God through
their meditation or mysticism. Others
believe that they can draw near to
God through their religious leaders’
teaching and training. Others
believe in Jesus Christ but that in
order to draw near to God they need
apriest, a bishop, or even the Virgin
Mary! What then is the truth? How
can we not be deceived? Thank God
for having preserved His inspired
words for us to learn and to follow.
Let us wisely hear God’s Word alone
and shut our ears to human words
or strange voices from Satan. Jesus
says, “My sheep hear my voice, and
| know them, and they follow me”
(John 10:27).

There must be a perfect God-Man
to be the mediator between God and
man. We must realise that no human
being with our sinful nature is able
to be our mediator. Only our Lord
Jesus Christ alone, who is God but
who humbled Himself to become a
Man, lived a righteous life before
God, died for the sins of mankind,
and rose again, the perfect God-
Man, is able to be the only one
Mediator between God and man.
Our Lord Jesus says, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6), and God’s Word
confirms, “For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim
2:5). ““Neither is there salvation in
any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12). “Wherefore he is able
also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make intercession
for them” (Heb 7:25).

THOUGHT: We can approach God
through Jesus Christ alone.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, | thank
You for being my Mediator.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 28
REVELATION 20:11-15

JOHN 5:22
“For the Father...hath committed,
all judgment unto the Son.”

JESUS IS THE JUDGE

Many are living in this world without
any care for their souls. They are
deceiving themselves by ignoring
their immortal souls and thinking that
death is the end and that there is
neither judgment nor hell. Therefore,
they just enjoy life and think, believe
or do whatever they like.

How about us? Let us wisely hear
God’s Word alone and “prepare to
meet thy God” (Amos 4:12). God’s
Word confirms that there will be a
Judgment Day, and that no one can
escape God’s judgment, and that
Jesus Christ is the Judge: “And as
it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment”
(Heb 9:27). “And | saw a great white
throne, and him that sat onit... they
were judged every man according
to their works™ (Rev 20:11-13). “For
the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the
Son... And hath given him authority
to execute judgment also, because
he isthe Son of man™” (John 5:22,27).
“When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory: And before him
shall be gathered all nations: and
he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats™ (Matt 25:31-
32).

Although we as God’s children will
not be judged before the Great White
Throne, we shall appear before the
Judgment Seat of Christ to receive
His reward or rebuke, “For we must
all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor
5:10).

Many still despise and reject the
Saviour Jesus Christ. How will they
stand before Him on the Judgment
Day?

THOUGHT: Everyone will be
judged by Jesus Christ some day.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, help me to
honour You and to hide myself in
You.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29
JOHN 4:39-42

JOHN 4:42
“This is indeed the Christ,
the Saviour of the world.”

JESUS ALONE IS THE
SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD

Coming back to our theme, “But
grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18), we have
learned from God’s Word about
Jesus as our LORD, our God, our
perfect God-Man, our Mediator and
our Judge, let us learn more about
Jesus as our Saviour.

The name Jesus is a short form of
Joshua or Jehoshua, which means,
“Jehovah is salvation.” Jesus
means Saviour. His incarnation, His
virgin birth, His death for our sins,
and His resurrection for our
justification secure our salvation for
ever. The angel of the Lord
announced to Joseph, “And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their
sins” (Matt 1:21) and to the
shepherds, “Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christthe Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). The
Samaritans, after meeting Jesus and
hearing His Word themselves,
testified to the woman, “Now we
believe, not because of thy saying:
for we have heard him ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the
Christ, the Saviour of the world”
(John 4:42). How about you?

Dear friends, you must personally
know and believe that Jesus alone
is your Saviour. God’s Word
confirms, *“Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus is able
to save us not only from our sins,
from His wrath and condemnation
(Rom 5:9, 8:1), but also from the
bondage of our sinful nature (Rom
7:24-25). Praise the Lord!

THOUGHT: “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of
whom | am chief”” (1 Tim 1:15).
PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, |
believe and receive You as my
Saviour.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 30
ACTS 16:25-34

ROMANS 10:13
“For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

YOU DO NEED THE
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

Many people live without realising
that they do need a Saviour. How
about you? To you this may be a
strange question, but truly you and
I do need a Saviour. Why?

First, we are sinners before God.
God’s Word says, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory
of God”” (Rom 3:23). God is holy and
all-knowing and He condemns sin
even in our hearts, minds, thoughts,
and motives. Rejecting the Saviour
Jesus Christ, telling lies, embracing
sinful thoughts, lusts, hatred, and
so forth are all sins before God.
God’s Word says, “If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in
us” (1 John 1:8).

Next, all sinners will be judged and
be condemned to hell. God’s Word
says, “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second
death” (Rev 21:8).

However, there is good news for
mankind. God does love you and
wants you to be saved. God’s Word
says, “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life”” (John 3:16).

How can we be saved? The only way
to be saved is to realise that you
have sinned against God, to confess
your sins to the Lord in prayer and
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
your personal Lord and Saviour.
God’s Word says, “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

THOUGHT: “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house” (Acts 16: 31).
PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, | do
need You to save me for ever.
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FRIDAY, MAY 1
COLOSSIANS 1:9-17

PSALM 19:14
“O LORD, my strength,
and my redeemer.”

JESUS ALONE IS OUR
REDEEMER

We must thank God for His greatest
Gift, His only begotten Son, Who is
All we need. We are sinners, we
need to be saved. Jesus Christ is
our Saviour and our Salvation. We
need to approach the holy God.
Jesus Christ is our Mediator. We
need to be redeemed from all our sins.
Jesus Christ is our Redeemer and our
Redemption.

The verb “redeem” in Greek (lutrdd)
has three occurrences in the NT
(Luke 24:21; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18).
To “redeem” means “ to release by
payment of a ransom.” The noun
“redemption” in Greek (apolltrdsis)
has 10 occurrences, and is
translated “redemption” (9 times)
and “deliverance” (1 time), denoting
“the deliverance from the power and
consequences of sin which Christ
procured by laying down His life as
aransom” (Zodhiates).

The holy God cannot ignore sins,
so Jesus Christ had to pay the cost
of releasing the bondage of our sins
by His blood-shedding death on the
cross, bearing all our sins:
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; But
with the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19), and
“Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works™
(Titus 2:14). Only in Jesus Christ
“we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph
1:7;Col 1:14).

When we receive Jesus Christ as our
Redeemer, we must understand that
we have been bought by Him
already, “For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are
God’.”” (1 Cor 6:20).

THOUGHT: My life belongs to
Jesus Christ, my Redeemer.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for
having redeemed me by Your blood.
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SATURDAY, MAY 2
MATTHEW 16: 13-20
1JOHNS5:1
“Jesus is the Christ.”

JESUS IS THE CHRIST

When the Samaritan woman met the
Lord Jesus Christ (John 4), she was
impressed by our Lord’s kindness
and gentleness because He did not
despise her or discriminate against
her like other Jews. Talking with our
Lord and being surprised at His
omniscience, she said to Him, “Sir, |
perceive that thou art a prophet”
(v 19). Then, after hearing our Lord
talk about true worship in spirit and
in truth, she said to Him, “I know
that Messiah cometh, which is
called Christ: when he is come, he
will tell us all things™ (v 25). And
Jesus said to her, ““I that speak unto
thee am he”” (v 26). Knowing that
Jesus was the Christ, she left her
water pot, went her way into her city
and said to her people, “Come, see
aman, which told me all things that
ever | did: is not this the Christ?”
(v29).

Then Jesus stayed with them for two
days upon their request. On hearing
Jesus’ Word in person, they said to
the woman, “Now we believe, not
because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour
of the world” (v 42). Sadly, many
modern English versions, like the
NIV, omit ““the Christ™ in this verse,
undermining the Deity of our Lord
Jesus Christ. They omit “Christ in
over 30 verses, e.g. “But be not ye
called Rabbi: for one is your Master,
even Christ; and all ye are
brethren”” (Matt 23:8); “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
itis the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth” (Rom
1:16); “I can do all things through
Christ (him) which strengtheneth
me” (Phil 4:13), etc. This is serious
as it promotes the ecumenical
mindset. Unbelievers may quote
these verses while thinking of their
religious leaders and not of Jesus
Christ!

THOUGHT: “Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God” (Matt
16:16).

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, | believe that
You are the Christ.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 3
JOHN 6:60-71
ACTS10:38

“God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth.”

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
JESUS IS THE CHRIST?

It is vital to know and believe that
Jesus is the Christ. “Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is
born of God™” (1 John 5:1). Christ (or
Messiah) means the Anointed One,
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon
me; because the LORD hath
anointed me...” (Isa 61:1-2). This
prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus
Christ, who read this Scripture text
and said, “This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears™ (Luke 4:18-
19, 21). God’s Word also confirms,
“How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was
with him”” (Acts 10:38).

There are three anointed offices: the
priestly, the kingly and the
prophetic, e.g. the high priest Aaron
and his sons (Exod 28:41; Lev 8:12),
Kings Saul, David and Solomon (1
Sam 10:1; 16:13; 1 Kings 1:39), and
the prophet Elisha (1 Kings 19:16),
etc. Jesus is the Christ, who has
been anointed to be the Great High
Priest, the King of kings, and the
Great Prophet.

When Peter confessed to Jesus,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God,” Jesus said, “Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in
heaven” (Matt 16:15-17). This
shows that we do need divine
revelation to know that Jesus is the
Christ, and we do need to be born
again to believe this truth with our
full submission (1 John 5:1).

Dear friends, when you confess that
Jesus is the Christ, you must mean
(with your saving faith and full
submission) that He is your Saviour
as your Great High Priest, your King
of kings, and your Great Prophet.

THOUGHT: “And we believe and
are sure that thou art that Christ,
the Son of the living God” (John
6:69).

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, I believe that
You are the Christ of God.
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MONDAY, MAY 4
HEBREWS 10:19-27

HEBREWS 4:14
“A great high priest, ...
Jesus the Son of God.”

JESUS IS THE GREAT HIGH
PRIEST

A human high priest was anointed
to represent the people before God
Himself. He held a leadership
position in the religious life of the
people. He alone wore the Urim and
the Thummim, and Israel came to
him to learn the will of God (Num
27:21). He bore the names of the
children of Israel on his breastplate
(Exod 28:29). He offered a sin offering
for his own sins and the sins of the
congregation (Lev. 4:3-21; 9:7). He
burnt incense every morning and lit
the lamps in the evening and burnt
incense upon it (Exod 30:7-8). He
lifted his hand toward the people and
blessed them (Lev 9:22), etc. Most
importantly, once a year, on the Day
of Atonement, he alone entered into
the Holy of Holies behind the veil
before God, always bringing with
him the blood of the sacrifice and
sprinkling it on the mercy seat to
make atonement for himself and for
the people for all the sins they had
committed (Lev 16).

No one was allowed to enter the
Holy of Holies (the Holiest) behind
the veil, except the high priest once
a year with the blood of the sacrifice.
When our Lord Jesus yielded up His
spirit on the cross, “the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom™ (Matt 27:51; Mark
15:38; Luke 23:45). Itisan act of God,
opening a way for us to enter into
His holy presence through Jesus
Christ our Great High Priest and
through His blood. “Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, By a new and living way,
which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh” (Heb 10:19-20). Praise the
Lord!

THOUGHT: Jesus Christ is my Great
High Priest.

PRAYER: Thank You, Lord, for
opening a living way for me to come
into Your holy presence through
Jesus’ Blood.
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TUESDAY, MAY 5
HEBREWS 4:12-16
HEBREWS 2:17

“a merciful and
faithful high priest.”

IS JESUS CHRIST YOUR
GREAT HIGH PRIEST?

The human high priests were weak
and mortal and had to offer a sin
offering for himself and for the
people daily and yearly (Heb 7:27;
9:7, 25). But our Lord Jesus Christ is
our ““great high priest” (Heb 4:14)
who is “for ever after the order of
Melchisedec,” the Priest-King (Heb
5:6-10; 7:1), “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners”
(Heb 7:26), who sacrificed Himself
and offered His own blood once for
all to put away sin (Heb 7:27; 9:14,
26), and ““he continueth ever, hath
an unchangeable priesthood” (Heb
7:24) and ““is set on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens’ (Heb 8:1).

Many trust in their good works to
draw near to God with their offerings
like Cain but they will surely be
rejected by the Holy God (Gen 4:5).
Many others dare not approach
God’s holy presence because of their
sins. How about us? We do need
the Lord Jesus Christ, our Great High
Priest, our perfect Representative
before God, “‘now to appear in the
presence of God for us™ (Heb 9:24)
and “he is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them” (Heb 7:25).

In Jesus, our spiritual sacrifices,
even ourselves and our prayers, are
“acceptable to God™ (1 Peter 2:5;
Eph 1:6). We do need His blood to
keep on cleansing us from all our
sins so that we can come into God’s
presence, maintain our fellowship
with Him (1 John 1:7) and overcome
Satan’s accusation (Rev 12:11).

As our Great High Priest can ““be
touched with the feeling of our
infirmities,” let us therefore ““‘come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need”” (Heb
4:15-16).

THOUGHT: Jesus Christ is my
perfect Representative before God.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, | need
You and Your blood every time |
come into God’s holy presence.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
LUKE 24:35-46
ISAIAH53:3
“He is despised and
rejected.”

JESUS IS THE REJECTED
KING

Looking forward to a Messiah to be
their ““Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6) and
“King” (Zech 9:9), coming to deliver
them from the bondage of the Roman
Empire and to restore their nation
Israel (Luke 24:21), the Jews did not
expect their Messiah to be
shamefully despised and crucified
on the cross, so they rejected Jesus
as their Messiah (Isa 53; John 1:11).

Our Lord Jesus, the King, was
rejected since He was born. While
the wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, seeking to worship the
newborn King, asking, ““Where is he
that is born King of the Jews?”” (Matt
2:2), Herod was troubled (v 3).
Knowing that Christ would be born
in Bethlehem, he killed “all the
children that were in Bethlehem,
and in all the coasts thereof, from
two years old and under” (v 16).
Herod only wanted himself to be
king! Nowadays many only want
themselves to be king, thus rejecting
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pilate asked the Jews, “Will ye
therefore that | release unto you the
King of the Jews?”” They cried, ““Not
this man, but Barabbas™ who was a
robber (John 18:40), and “We have
no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).
Today, many reject Jesus Christ and
choose another to be their King!

Being crucified on the cross, with
““a superscription also was written
over him in letters of Greek, and
Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS” (Luke 23:38),
our Lord Jesus was mocked by the
religious leaders and others, “Let
Christ the King of Israel descend
now from the cross, that we may see
and believe” (Mark 15:32). Even
one of the thieves said to Jesus, “If
thou be Christ, save thyself and us”
(Luke 23:39). Nowadays, many still
challenge and mock the kingship of
the Lord Jesus Christ!

THOUGHT: “Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy
kingdom™ (Luke 23:42).

PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, open
my eyes so that | may see, appreciate,
and exalt You as my King.
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THURSDAY, MAY 7
ACTS 5:29-32

REVELATION 19:16
“KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.”

IS JESUS YOUR KING OF
KINGS?

Many reject Jesus Christ as King.
How about you? Is He really your
King?

Jesus is the Christ, the anointed
King, who humbly came to die for
sinners, but He rose again, and God
has “exalted” Him “with his right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour™
(Acts 5:31) and says, “Thy throne,
O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre
of righteousness is the sceptre of thy
kingdom” (Heb 1:8). How about us?
Shall we also “exalt’ the Lord Jesus
to be the King of our hearts and our
lives? Does He have full authority
and full control over our lives? If we
still decide to do whatever we like
according to our own will regardless
of His will, He is not truly our King.
If we still say, read, watch, listen to,
write, or do whatever we like or go
wherever we like regardless of His
guidance and His Word, He is not
our King. Many still despise,
challenge, mock and reject the
kingship of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and even arrogantly question,
criticise, 