Studies on the Attributes of God   

Truth BP Church – Youth Fellowship

 “Attributes of God – Wisdom”  

Great is our Lord, and of great power:                                             His understanding is infinite.

(Psalms 147:5)

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

(Romans 11:33-36)

Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.

(Job 11:7-9)

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.

(Proverbs 15:3)

“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”

(1 Corinthians 1:17-31)

INTRODUCTION
We continue with message 2 from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His wisdom. 

The purpose for our study is that the wisdom of God may be imparted to us.
GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is a living soul

Infinite                                  Wisdom                                finite

Eternal                                   Power                                        temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                                    changeable

                                               Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

ACKNOWLEDGING PERFECT WISDOM BELONGS TO GOD 

We observe that the wisdom of God is a communicable attribute of God. Man made in the image of God can acquire the wisdom of God in a limited way by the understanding of God’s revelation to us in His Word. 
IT IS REVEALED TO US IN HIS PERFECTLY PRESERVED WORD

The Perfection of God in His wisdom is manifested in His Perfect Word as is revealed by Jesus in Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31 and 21:33 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” Hence, as we search the Scriptures, we gain an understanding of the immensity and eternality and perfection of God. 
  Psalm 147:5 גָּדוֹל אֲדוֹנֵינוּ וְרַב־כֹּחַ לִתְבוּנָתוֹ אֵין מִסְפָּר 
Literal Translation: “Great is our God and of great power: for of His understanding no number.”
“The statement that God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in  His wisdom is intended to teach (1) that God is all-knowing (2) that His omniscience has always been His and always will be His (3) that He knows all things without exception, and no one can add to or subtract from His knowledge.” (A Theology for Every Christian)

(A) GOD’S WISDOM EXPLAINED
God not only knows whatever has happened in the past in every part of His vast domains, and He is not only thoroughly acquainted with everything that is now transpiring throughout the entire universe, but He is also perfectly cognizant with every event, from the least to the greatest, that ever will happen in the ages to come. God’s knowledge of the future is complete as is His knowledge of the past and the present, and that because the future depends entirely upon Himself. Were it in anywise possible for something to occur apart from either the direct agency or permission of God, then that something would be independent of Him, and He would at once cease to be Supreme. (AW Pink)

Canst thou by searching find out God? (Job 11:7a) - What is God? A Being self-existent, eternal, infinite, immense, without bounds, incomprehensible either by mind, or time, or space. Who then can find this Being out? Who can fathom his depths, ascend to his heights, extend to his breadths, and comprehend the infinitude of his perfections? (Adam Clarke)

(B) GOD’S WISDOM EXTOLLED
Romans 11:33-36 “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.”
Apostle Paul observed the depth of the richness of God’s wisdom. He uses in verse 36 what Greek Grammarian A.T. Robertson called condensation by variation - the variation of the preposition in a skilful way of condensing thought, each preposition adding a new idea – “ἐξ  (Rom 11:36 SCR)” “out of ”, “δι᾽  (Rom 11:36 SCR)” “through”, “εἰς  (Rom 11:36 SCR)” “to”. He concluded God is the source of wisdom for out of Him come knowledge. All things has its existence through Him, He is a CONDENSATION BY VARIATION. Once more, the variation of the preposition is a skilful way of condensing thought, each preposition adding a new idea. Paul is especially fond of this idiom. We are being created by Him and now existed through Him. He also determines the end of all things.     
(C) GOD’S WISDOM IMPARTED TO MEN
(1) JESUS CHRIST IS THE WISDOM OF GOD UNTO SALVATION
1 Corinthians 1:17-31 “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”
Paul said to his spiritual son Timothy, 2 Timothy 3:15 “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
(2) THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM 
A French proverb says “Wisdom is to the soul what health is to the body.” Another proverb says, “Wisdom is the wealth of the wise.” So what is wisdom? One Chinese proverb attempted to answer, “To go too far is as bad as to fall short.” This is called discretion and prudence or subtilty to the simple (Proverbs 1:4). 

Therefore, Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

Also in Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” 
Since God knows everything, we ought to be very careful not to sin against Him in our thoughts and feelings. Numbers 32:23 “But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.” Man may not know what we think or feel, but God knows. Even in our actions, nobody may know that we have committed theft, or cheated in our business transactions or in our school examinations, but God knows, and He will punish all who have broken His Law. We can hide from man, but we can never hide from God. (Adapted from Theology from Every Christian)
(3) THE AVAILING OF GOD’S WISDOM - PRAYER

The doctrine of God’s omniscience has practical value. It provides us with every reason to pray. We pray because we do not know, but God does. He knows everything, the end from the beginning. That is why the Lord constantly exhorts us to present our petitions before Him, Philippians 4:6 “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” James 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” Ezekiel 36:37-38 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.” In other words, God says, “I will bless them, I will bless them in answer to prayer.”
Christians who know the Lord call upon Him freely and spontaneously, “casting all your care upon him” (1 Pet 5:7). As parents, we can often tell what our children want from us even before they ask us. With our limited knowledge, we can know something of the future. For example, a father knows his children need pocket money before they go to school. He has their pocket money all prepared for them, but gives it to them only when they come to him. He delights to have his children come to him for their needs.
Buswell says, “God has anticipated our prayers before the foundation of the world. He has built the answer to our prayers into the very structure of the universe. He knows that we will pray and that we will pray in a spontaneous manner as a child cries to his father. God has the universe together on a principle of personal relationships in which He answers prayer, and we can, in a measure, understand His loving provision only on the basis of His omniscience.” (Theology for Every Christian, Buswell’s Systematic Theology)
Illustration

When King David passed on, Solomon bore rule. God asked what He will give him, Solomon’s prayer was this, 1 Kings 3:6-9, “And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” 
Solomon’s prayer was answered, as promised in James 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”
1 Kings 3:10-14 “And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.”
Solomon learned that God is the source of true wisdom. He sought God for wisdom to fulfill God’s will in his life to rule Israel with justice, judgment and equity (Proverbs 1:2, 1 Kings 4:16-28).

This was the testimony of God’s answer to his prayer in 1 Kings 4:28-32 “And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment. And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about. And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.”
CONCLUSION
How about us? Paul said to Timothy, 2 Timothy 3:14 “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” Paul demonstrated God’s wisdom when he testified, 2 Timothy 3:10-11 “But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.” He demonstrated a life of wisdom, knowing and living out the wisdom of God through His Word therefore he concluded, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”
We shall continue next in the second message: God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His Power.

Prepared by Preacher Lek Aik Wee
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