Studies on the Attributes of God   

Truth BP Church – Youth Fellowship

“Attributes of God – Truth”  

Exodus 34:6-7 “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.”
Psalms 86:11, 15 “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name…thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.”
John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

INTRODUCTION

We continue with message 7 from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His truth. 

The purpose for our study is that the truth of God may be imparted to us.
GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is a living soul

Infinite                                  Wisdom                                finite

Eternal                                   Power                                   temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                          changeable

                                    Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

(I) THE PROOF TEXT HIGHLIGHTED

Exodus 34:6-7 “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth “אֱמֶת (Exo 34:6)”, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.”

The word “truth” in Hebrew is the feminine noun “אֱמֶת (Exo 34:6)” “emeth” meaning “firmness, faithfulness, truth” in Exodus 34:6-7. This verse speaks of the truthfulness or faithfulness of God to His covenant. This word has the following nuances (1) reliability and sureness (2) stability, continuance (3) faithfulness, reliableness as an attribute of God in Exodus 34:6 and Psalm 86:15. Here the faithfulness of God is described as abundant, great, many. He does not change His mind and is fickle like men are. The God of Israel is the living and true God!
He does not withdraw His words with regard the declaration of the truth, faithfulness or reliableness of His character that He is God, merciful and gracious and longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and faithfulness. 
The other words include “אֱמוּנָה” “’amunah” Lamentations 3:23 “They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” and “’amen” “אָמֵן (Deu 27:15)” meaning God of faithfulness, God of truth, Revelation 3:14 “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.”
In the New Testament, the word “truth” “Ἀληθῶς (Mat 14:33)” is used to affirm that truly Jesus who stilled the storm is indeed the living and true God. 
(II) The Doctrine of God’s truth

He is the God of truth, truthfulness and faithfulness in that He does not lie – “it was impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18), “If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” (2 Timothy 2:13) and “God cannot lie” (Titus 1:2) against His revelation. Also, Truth is absolute! There is no negotiation with the truth. [Adapted from Louis Berkhof, The Veracity of God, p69-70 and Cornerstone Topical Concordance, Truth of God, Masters Study Bible]
Illustration

Can man tell the air he breaths that “Air, I do not need you”? We need the air to live an undeniable truth. Can a man reject the truth of God and live? 
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His truth. 
(1) His truth is infinite
The infinite character of His truth, Romans 11:33-34 “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller?”
(a) He reveals His truth in His written Word, Psalm 119:142, 160 “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth…Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.” This we have, all of it in our hands today for our instruction.
Truth of Scripture is faithfulness, reliability, integrity, and consistency, all are the attributes of a person. [Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p1219] 

(b) The culmination of God’s truth in the “Living Word”, Jesus Christ,  the exact representation of the Father, John 1:1-3, 14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made…And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

(2) His Truth is Eternal
(a) The eternal character of His truth, Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.” Also, Psalm 117:2 “For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.” It endures time. 
The eternal character of His Word, Psalm 12:6-7 “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.”

(b) The eternality of His Son, the Living Word
Hebrews 7:25 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
(II) Application
As a direct application of this doctrine is the submission of every believer to the truth of God and to walk in it for their blessings. God’s will is God’s plan and purpose for His creation and for each individual and is revealed in His Word.
Psalm 86:11 “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.”

(1) It begins by prayer (v11a)

(2) It is affirmed in His Word (v11b)

(3) It is undergirded by the fear of God (v11c) 

(1) It is firstly by prayer (v11a)
TEACH ME THY WAY, O LORD

The psalmist pleads for God to teach him to know His will. This is the first step. The heart is inclined to seek God’s will. This is contrasted with a self-willed man. He acknowledges the headship of God in his/her life. You will notice that in this psalm, the word “Lord” or “אָדוֹן” is used 7 times which means “master” (v3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 12, 15).    

The psalmist comes to God with poverty of spirit - poor and needy (v1) acknowledging His need for God’s help. This is the first step in acknowledging the headship of Christ in our lives. 

Christians are to discern God’s will through prayer, Colossians 1:9 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” And pray that God’s will for the world be done, Matthew 6:10 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
A praying saint will not be lost for want of direction for he/she is waiting upon God for instruction.

Whether we are looking for a life-partner, a career change, a new career, a school for our children, we first begin with prayer. To pray is to commit the matter to the Lord so that He can show us the way ahead.

(2) It is affirmed in His Word (v11b)

I WILL WALK IN THY TRUTH

God’s will is revealed in His Word. God does not leave us without instruction and direction but has given us His Word. His Word is filled with His instructions so that we may receive His blessings.  

The trouble with God’s people who do not know God’s will are also those who are not well acquainted with His Word.

The psalmist says that he is inclined to walk according to the truth. Therefore God’s people must ascertain what is the truth as revealed in His Word.

(3) It is undergirded by the fear of God (v11c)

UNITE MY HEART TO FEAR THY NAME

Head knowledge must be undergirded with the determination of the heart to yield to God’s leading. The fear of God in the heart is key ingredient to submission of God’s will for our lives. To understand what is encompass in the NAME of God. God is judge. He will judge us according to His laws or His Word.

Take a moment to consider if the truth of God is applied in the various areas of your life.

(1) Which area of your life are you particularly burdened now that you are submitted to His Truth for your life?
(2) How are you doing in this area?


[image: image1]
May the Lord help us to constantly be in prayer to seek God’s guidance, review His Word to know His revealed will and let the fear of God rule our hearts so that we may to submit and do His blessed will. Amen. 
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