Studies on the Attributes of God   

Truth BP Church – Youth Fellowship

 “Attributes of God – Power”  

Revelation 4:1-11 “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”

Isaiah 40:28-31 “Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”
We continue with message 3 from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His power.
The purpose for our study is that the power of God may be imparted to us.
GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is a living soul

Infinite                                  Wisdom                             finite

Eternal                                   Power                          temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                           changeable

                                               Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

INTRODUCTION

God is infinite, eternal and unchanging in His power. We shall examine this truth briefly from the Old Testament (A) and in greater detail in the New Testament for the Westminster divines has chosen the proof text of this doctrine from the New Testament text of Revelation 4:8 (B). However, by way of application, I will use the Old Testament passage of Isaiah 40:28-31 to teach how the power of God can be manifested in our lives (C). We must realize that the power of God comes to us because we have aligned our will with the will of God in our lives. This is taught explicitly in the Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:10 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
(A) DOCTRINE TAUGHT IN OLD TESTAMENT

In the Old Testament, God addressed Himself as God Almighty or El-Shaddai (אֶל־שַׁדַּי ) first to Abraham in Genesis 17:1 by a suzerainty covenant to bless Abraham’s posterity from whom the Messiah will come. The promise to Abrabam is described well in Genesis 28:3 “And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people.” Also, Genesis 35:11 “And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins.” In the book of Job alone, the name “Almighty God” is described 31 times alluding to the fullness of the power of God that no power is able to stand against Him. We can glean the following truths. 
By His power, He chastens His own (Job 5:17), He has power to mete out true justice (Job 8:3), infinite in His power (Job 11:7), He punishes the wicked – none can escape (Job 27:13), He gives spiritual life to man (Job 33:4). 
The Old Testament references are Gen 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 43:14; 48:3; 49:25; Ex 6:3; Num 24:4,16; Ruth 1:20-21; Job 5:17; 6:4,14; 8:3,5; 11:7; 13:3; 15:25; 21:15,20; 22:3,17,23,25-26; 23:16; 24:1; 27:2,10-11,13; 29:5; 31:2,35; 32:8; 33:4; 34:10,12; 35:13; 37:23; 40:2; Ps 68:14; 91:1; Isa 13:6; Eze 1:24; 10:5; Joel 1:15; 2Co 6:18; Re 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,14; 19:15; 21:22). You may want to make a study of these verses for your further edification.
(B) DOCTRINE TAUGHT IN NEW TESTAMENT

The Westminster Assembly has chosen a New Testament passage Revelation 4:8 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” as the proof text for the doctrine of the infinite, eternal and unchangeable power of God. We shall examine this verse in the context of Revelation 4 and the word “Almighty” Greek word “παντοκράτωρ - pantokrátōr” in a word study of its usage in the New Testament. 
The word used in the New Testament to describe this communicable attribute of God’s power is the Greek word “παντοκράτωρ - pantokrátōr”, used 10 times (2 Cor. 6:18, Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 9:6; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6; 19:15; 21:22). The meaning taken from Strong’s is given below:-

pantokra,twr <3841> Morphology: (Noun, nominative, masculine, singular)

pantokrator {pan-tok-rat'-ore}

 
1) He who holds sway over all things


2) the ruler of all


3) Almighty: God

It describes power, strength and dominion of God. A word study of these verses will show that it is always used as a designation for God. God is described as the one holding all power and ruling all things, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the Omnipotent (One). The verses are listed below for our study.
(1) EAV 2Co 6:18 “And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

In 2 Cor. 6:18, His omnipotence is beautifully interwoven with His love and care for His people who are separated unto Himself. [J.O. Buswell, A Systematic Theology of Christian]

(2) EAV Rev 1:8 “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”

This verse teaches us the eternality of God who is the beginning and the ending possessing all power.
(3) EAV Rev 4:8 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
The 24 elders represented the leaders of God’s redeemed. The word for elders “presbu,teroj <4245> presbuteros {pres-boo'-ter-os}” - the twenty four members of the heavenly Sanhedrin or court seated on thrones around the throne of God. The headship of the saints in heaven is described here. Who qualifies? Revelation 4:4 tells us that they were “clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” They will redeemed by the blood of our Lord Jesus and given a crown – having been tried and found faithful (Revelation 2:10, 3:11, 1 Peter 5:4). The golden crown allude to the works of these saints deserving special reward, 1 Corinthians 3:12 “Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble.” Take note that it does not mean earthly position or authority in the church but faithfulness in the work of his/her calling.
The four beasts represent “the fullness of the work and character of the angelic beings that serve God.”  [Revelation, Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew] They were created powerful beings to serve God and bring the wrath of God upon the earth.
The three fold pronouncement of God’s holiness in worship and praise allude to the Triune Godhead – God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit that is present at the final destruction of mankind. 
He is worthy of worship and praise because He is our Creator, we owe our very existence to Him. By His power and for His glory we were created. Therefore, we come with grateful thanksgiving as we study this doctrine of God’s power. This is the concluding statement in Revelation 4:11 “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
(4) EAV Rev 11:17 “Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.”

This verse gives the thanksgiving of the saints. The heathen nations rejected God and persecuted saints. As God’s wrath (2nd and 3rd woe judgment) fell upon them, the sense of relieve and thanksgiving by the saints affirming that God is in full control of this earth that seemed out of control as a result of men’s rebellion against Him. The Lord God Almighty will come with great power to judge the nations. He not only judge the rebellious nations but He comes to give reward to “His servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear His name, small and great”. He will come with great power to destroy the earth which rebellious men dominate with Satan as the leader. The dominion and reign of God is from eternality past to eternality future “which art, and wast, and art to come”.
(5) EAV Rev 15:3 “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”
The Book of Revelation informs us that this world that we live in is reserved for sure destruction by the Lord God Almighty. He possesses all power to for He is King of saints and has the overwhelming power to destroy all opposing power. All the nations will be subdued by the coming King Jesus Christ, the second person of the Godhead. The next verse tells us that all the nations shall come and worship before King Jesus Christ when He shall physically rule on earth for a thousand years.
(6) EAV Rev 16:7 “And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.”

The Lord God Almighty uses His power to mete out true and righteous judgment. He does so exercising fairness and integrity. He is the Creator. He has made man in His image to reflect His glory. Men usurped God’s glory. They persecuted those who honour Him – “For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. (Revelation 16:6). This is a description of praise and worship for the saints who flinched not in giving all glory to their God. He has all power to vindicate their allegiance.
(7) EAV Rev 16:14 “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”

This is the scene before the last war that will end all wars – the Battle of Armageddon. All the nations of the world will gather to fight Israel, endued with the power of darkness – the spirit of devils. This is described in Ephesians 6:12, “against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” that our Lord Himself will vindicate at His 2nd Coming visibly with the rapture saints to fight for Israel.
(8) EAV Rev 19:6 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

The word “παντοκράτωρ - pantokrátōr” is used for the first time by the King James translators as “Omnipotent”.
(9) EAV Rev 19:15 “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”
This is the sequel to Revelation 16:14. The church has been ruptured. You will notice that the word “church” is no longer used after Revelation 3, after the seven messages to the seven churches. Our Lord Jesus in chapter 16 will come with His saints to smite the nations gathered in the plain of Megiddo. His wrath comes by His Word, “the sharp sword” that proceeded out of His mouth and set up His rule on earth for 1000 years.
(10) EAV Rev 21:22 “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”

This last scene describes the reign and dominion of the Lord God Almighty in the New Jerusalem, the new heaven and new earth. The first heaven and the first earth were destroyed. The Lord God Almighty triumphs overall. 
The lessons drawn from this study are these:-

(1) It is by the power of God that we become sons of God through Christ.

(2) The world seemed to be in the control of rebellious men who are against our Lord Jesus Christ but they will not prevail. 
(3) The Justice of God will be meted out with equity or fairness, all who has willfully rejected the Creator will receive the power of His wrath.

(4) It must cause us to yield to Him in all aspects of our lives.
(5) We need to realize the evil times that we live, He can come anytime to receive His Church. 

(6) It must give to us a thankful and grateful heart knowing of the glorious future with Christ in eternity in the New Jerusalem.

(7) It must cause the saints who fear the name of God to endure every testing and temptation that comes to know that God has the power to deliver, therefore to wait only upon His deliverance.
(C) APPLICATION
Isaiah 40:28-31 “Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”
The doctrine of the infinite, eternal and unchangeable power of God is applied for the believer in this Old Testament passage of Isaiah. He that waits upon God is he that tarries with God in prayer. Prayer is power. It is the unleashing of God’s power. 
When Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane to submit to the will of God by going to the cross, Luke 22:42-43 “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.”
The word “wait” “hw'q' <6960>” “kavah” describes the action of tarrying with God in prayer, to be still before Him, “to wait, look for, hope, expect” help from God. He certainly has the power to help. The same form of the word is used in Psalm 37:9 “For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.” 
The word “strength” “כֹּחַ ” is translated elsewhere as the power of God, this is the communicable attribute of God imparted by God to men. For example in Deuteronomy 8:18 “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” When Saul disobeyed God, the judgment of God was pronounced, the strength of God is taken from him, 1 Samuel 28:15-20 “And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines. Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night.”
The eagle symbolizes the speed and power of both God’s deliverance and God’s destruction. Speaking of how he delivered Israel from Egypt, the Lord says, “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.” (Exodus 19:4) Similar images of God’s protection [and enabling, edited] as an eagle, swift and powerful, are found in Deuteronomy 32:11 and Revelation 12:14. Isaiah 40:31 is the famous passage relating the renewing strength God gives to his followers, “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint (Isaiah 40:31).” [Dictionary of Biblical Imagery]

This is the comfort of the saints that God will surely vindicate – to not take matters in our own hands to do evil but to return evil with good, when all else fails to wait upon God for deliverance. He is omnipotent, He is faithful to deliver. The word “wait” is in the Hebrew perfect tense to describe the action of “waiting” upon God in prayer. When we do so, He will not fail to give “strength” or “power” to His fainting people”. Jesus taught this same truth to persist in prayer in moments of discouragement, disappointment and despair, Luke 18:1, “…that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” The parable of the importunate widow provides the promise that surely God will help.
CONCLUSION

May this doctrine of the omnipotence of God bring us comfort and patience to let God be pre-eminent entrusting our lives to Him knowing His is able to help and He never fail.

Prepared by Preacher Lek Aik Wee
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