Studies on the Attributes of God   

Combined Truth and Tengah BP Church – Youth Fellowship

 “Attributes of God – Holiness”  

“Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.” (Revelation 15:4)

“For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” (Leviticus 11:44-45)
“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.” (Leviticus 19:1-2, cf 20:26) 

“The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved. The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people. Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy.” (Psalm 99:1-3)

“He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them. Thou answeredst them, O LORD our God: thou wast a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions. Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.” (Psalms 99:7-9)

“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.” (Isaiah 6:1-8)

“Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” (Isaiah 48:16-17)
1 Peter 1:15-16 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”

INTRODUCTION

We continue with message 4 from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His holiness. 

The purpose for our study is that the holiness of God may be imparted to us.
GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is a living soul

Infinite                                  Wisdom                                finite

Eternal                                   Power                                   temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                          changeable

                                               Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

The Holiness of God is the essence of His moral character. It denotes His absolute purity – totally separated from all evil and defilement. 
The Westminster Divines chose Revelation 15:4 as the proof text for the doctrine of the Holiness of God, “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.”
The word The word “holy” “hosios” (ὅσιος), signifies “right, holy,” as opposed to what is unrighteous or polluted.
 When it is used to describe man, it characteristically godlikeness. There is another adjective “hagiazo” (ἁγιάζω) translated “sanctified” which means “set apart for God”, “to hallow, sanctify,” in the passive voice, “to be made holy, be sanctified,” is translated “let him be made holy” in Rev. 22:11, the aorist or point tense expressing the definiteness and completeness of the divine act; elsewhere it is rendered by the verb “to sanctify.”

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew adjective is “קָדוֹשׁ” “qadosh” means sacred, holy. It describes God as separate, apart, and absolutely sacred and holy. God is exalted on His throne is described as thrice Holy (Isaiah 6:3). Because God is holy, He is separate from human impurity and sin in Joshua 24:19 “And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.” Also, in Isaiah 1:4 “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.” 
Another verse, “So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.” (Ezekiel 39:7)

What happened? 

Man is made in the image of God - Genesis 1:26-27 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” Man is to reflect the very essence of his Creator in their existence on earth. Before the fall, in Genesis 2, man was made be said to be in the state of holiness. God implanted by His great love for us a free will. This is the extent of God’s love for us. He entrusted man with that holiness that He alone possesses and ask that man does not defile it. 
The propensity to lose this holiness hinges upon imbibing the knowledge of good and evil when man partakes of this fruit. Genesis 2:9 “And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil…Genesis 2:16-17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
Disobedience will lead to man’s defilement and the penalty is eternal death. Adam had eternal life if he had not fallen. God allowed us to choose to disobey Him. This is the immensity of God’s love for us. This is the trust that God gave to mankind, to be the bearer of Him. Man lost that trust God entrusted to him when he succumbed to the temptation of the Serpent (Satan) to imbibe the knowledge of good and evil. He spurned the privilege that God gave to him. He abused the freedom given to him. 
He crossed the boundary of holiness into the realm of evil. The first man Adam and his wife Eve discovered they were naked and they sewed fig leaves to cover their nakedness or shame. The immensity of God’s love for man was not diminished after the fall for the LORD God made and gave to Adam and to his wife coats of skins to cover their shame. It was a foreshadowing of God’s plan of redemption for fallen mankind. The reason is that man has been defiled by evil or sin. That knowledge of evil and to do evil will remain with him and his children. Remember that fruit of the knowledge of good and evil that they have eaten will remain in their system to defile them for posterity. The holiness of God in man is forever tainted by that one act of disobedience by Adam and Eve. How do we know? Just after God gave to them two sons Cain and Abel that Abel was killed by Cain. He could not control his anger (Genesis 4:8).
Man became more and more wicked on earth, Genesis 6:5-7 tells us “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.”
It is also recorded, Genesis 6:8 “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” It is my prayer that each one of you will be a Noah finding grace in the eyes of God in these last days. God judged the world with water by a global flood that destroyed all mankind except Noah and his family of 8. 

The book of Revelation and other parts of Scripture like 2 Peter 3 tells us that God will judge the world with fire to destroy the entire because of the fullness of man’s iniquity. The reason is that God is holy and cannot tolerate defilement in His creation. It pollutes and taints the purity of the Creator to see His creation deteriorate to such a state. But this is exactly what is happening to this world of ours. We see that homosexuality is fast encroaching to the very fabric of God’s intention for man’s companionship. Its Adam and Eve and not Adam and Steve! 

This is the coming judgment of God on man explained so clearly by Apostle Paul in Romans 1:21-32 with my commentary added in brackets and italics, bold lettering to highlight most significant development of thought “Because that, when they knew God (they had the knowledge of God), they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. (The holiness of God in man corrupted, defiled by his evil deeds.) Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator (man rebelled against the very intention of holiness and purity God made for him), who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge (the knowledge of evil overwhelmed his/her heart), God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. (Are we like that? Sin is pleasurable! But the judgment of God is death, eternal death!)”
The Westminster Divines chose the verse in Revelation 15:4 “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.”, in order to teach us the holiness of God and warn us to fear His coming judgment upon all mankind. Are we going to fulfill prophesy in our lives of what is said of wicked man – “they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations” (Romans 1:21). Notice the same kind of wording.
The reason why we should honour our bodies and our moral character is because God is holy. We are made in His image and therefore to reflect the image of God in us! Before we are become Christians, we like Adam and Eve after the fall are in bondage to sin. We cannot help but sin because our will is in bondage to sin. But God made coats of skin to cover their nakedness, sin and shame. In the fullness of time God gave the solution to restore man to the state of holiness - Galatians 4:3-7 “Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”
Therefore, Revelation 15:4 cries out to us “who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name?”, the wrath of God is coming through His Son Jesus Christ! Jesus will come again to restore holiness on this earth and rule from holy Jerusalem for one thousand years - Zechariah 8:3 “Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.”
Zechariah 14:20-21 “In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.”
The mark of true consecration will be seen everywhere and practiced in the millennium. It is ‘HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD.’ 
All are cleansed and holy in Jerusalem and among God’s people. There will be holiness in public life ‘bells of the horses’, in religious life ‘pots in the Lord’s house’, and all private life ‘every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah’.  Truly, ‘blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God’ (Matt 5:8). God dwells physically in the midst of His saints who will be appointed to rule with Him. Sin no more will have dominion. What glorious freedom!

These last two verses of prophesy may well close not only this book of Zechariah but the whole history of Israel, for it shows God’s original purpose fulfilled in Exodus 19:6 “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.” All who enters the house of the LORD are recognized as regenerated born again believers. There shall be no Canaanites (heathen, unbelievers) in the house of the LORD of hosts. Our LORD rules in our hearts today but the corrupt nature wars daily against the spirit of holiness. May God’s people wage a good warfare against the corruptness in us, daily practicing holiness habits, watching and working for the night comes when no man can work. God does not forget His own children. The LORD truly remembers!

I shall close with a challenge from Isaiah 6:1-8 for you to live holy lives and serve the coming King of kings and Lord of lords, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Illustration

The vision in which God revealed his glory, majesty, holiness, and grace changed Isaiah’s entire life and ministry. We shall try to catch a glimpse that life transforming vision of Isaiah, may it also inspire us to burn out for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as we live in this last last hour of history.

You will recall that the nation of Israel divided after the death of Solomon, ten tribes in the north was organized as Israel, and two tribes in the south as Judah. The capital of Israel was Samaria; the capital of Judah was Jerusalem. Isaiah ministered in Jerusalem, but his messages touched both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. Isaiah lived to see Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and decline and finally go into ruin under Assyria.

King Uzziah has died and the throne of Judah is empty. Like all devoted and loyal citizens, Isaiah had respected King Uzziah. For 52 years, king Uzziah had lead Judah on a program of peace and prosperity. It was an era of expansion and achievement. It was unfortunate that the king had rebelled against the Word of God and died a leper. How did King Uzziah died? This is the account.

2 Chronicles 26:16-23 “But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men: And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the LORD had smitten him. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD: and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land. Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.”
He found himself in the throne room of God and beheld the glory of God. Isaiah 6:2-3 “Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.”

The seraphims were ministering angels or spirits at the throne of God. God is described as thrice Holy. The seraphims had to cover their faces from the glory emanating from the throne of God.

 Isaiah 6:4 “And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.”

Isaiah felt himself as him frozen in a corner observing the sacredness of the scene and at the same time felt his own defilement, his own sinfulness. 
Isaiah 6:5 “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”
He declared a “woe” or cursing upon himself deserving God’s judgment. Before this scene, Isaiah was already a prophet of God. He was charged by God to denounce the sin of Israel. He pronounced 6 woes upon Israel. 

(1) Men who usurps others property

Isaiah 5:8 “Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth!” 
(2) Men who are given to drunkenness

Isaiah 5:11 “Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!”
(3) Men who parade their sins in public

Isaiah 5:18 “Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:”
(4) Men who twist the truth of God

Isaiah 5:20 “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
(5) Men who are proud of their own ability and do not need God

Isaiah 5:21 “Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!”
(6) Men who in their drunkenness pervert judgment

Isaiah 5:22 “Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!”
Isaiah pronounced the 7th woe on himself because he too was a man of unclean lips. He knew his sinfulness and at the same time his privilege as a prophet of God. It did not come by any of his own righteousness.

Isaiah 6:6-7 “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”
He was pronounced clean by God by the sole act of mercy from God. It was all of God’s grace upon him. He realized the tremendous privilege he was in. Likewise for us! We have been cleansed by our Lord Jesus Christ by His finished work of the cross. We have been freed from the bondage of sin. We have a free will to choose not to sin. This is the great love and privilege God has given us. He treats us as adults. We are to live as adults. Isaiah knew that he has been cleansed and his whole desire was to thank his Master for the forgiveness he has received in his repentance. These are his words of consecration.
Isaiah 6:8 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”
He asked God to send him forth as a holy vessel to reflect the holiness of God in him. What tremendous privilege! May we fully appropriate it for ourselves

Prepared by Preacher Lek Aik Wee















� Hosios is an adjective describing people and things as “holy” or morally or religiously pure. The term occurs six times. The title “holy one” is applied to David in Acts 2:27; 13:35 (cf. Ps. 16:8-11) as a ruler who anticipated the coming of Christ. In Revelation 16:5, the same title is applied to God (cf. also Rev. 15:4). The adjective “holy” is also applied to Christ as our great high priest in Heb. 7:26. The “holy and sure blessings of David”, given to him by God for his faithfulness, are referred to in Acts 13:34. 1 Tim. 2:8 describes “lifting holy hands” as an attitude of prayer. Titus 1:8 lists holiness as an indispensable character trait for a prospective pastor or elder. [Expository Dictionary of Bible Words, p496] 


� It is also used to describe a place, (1) In the call of Moses, due to the presence of God, the ground is holy -  “And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground (Exodus 3:5)”.  (2) The camp of Israel in Deuteronomy 23:14 “For the LORD thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from thee.” Because God is holy, He cannot pollution and defilement of sin (unclean thing) in the camp. 





Israel is described as a holy people meaning “cleansed, pronounced clean before God” - “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.” (Deuteronomy 14:2) Also, “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” (Deuteronomy 7:6)





Based on the intimate nature of the covenant relationship, God expected His people to live up to His “holy” expectations and, thus, to demonstrate that they were a “holy nation”: “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine” (Leviticus 20:26). 





The priests were chosen to officiate at the Holy Place of the tabernacle/temple. Because of their function as intermediaries between God and Israel and because of their proximity to the temple, they were dedicated by God to the office of priest: “They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy. They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God. Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the Lord, which sanctify you, am holy” (Leviticus 21:6-8). Aaron as the high priest was the holy priest called “the saint of the LORD” (Psalms 106:16).





The Old Testament clearly and emphatically teaches that God is “holy.” He is “the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 1:4), the “holy God” (Isaiah 5:16), and “the Holy One” (Isaiah 40:25). His name is “Holy”: “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isaiah 57:15). The negative statement, “There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none besides thee: neither is there any rock like our God” (1 Samuel 2:2), explains that He is most “holy” and that no one is as “holy” as He is. Also in the heavenly entourage the raptured saints are “holy” ones coming with the Lord: Zechariah 14:4-5 “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” The seraphim proclaimed to each other the holiness of God: “And one cried unto another, and said, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isa. 6:3). (Adapted from Vine’s Dictionary)
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