Studies on the Attributes of God   

Truth BP Church – Youth Fellowship

“Attributes of God – Goodness”  

Exodus 34:1-9 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest. And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount. And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount. And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped. And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance.”

Psalm 31:19 “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!”

Psalm 34:8 “O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.”

Romans 2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”

Romans 3:12 “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”

Romans 11:22 “Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.”

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

Ephesians 5:9 “(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)”

INTRODUCTION

We continue with message 4 from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His goodness. 

The purpose for our study is that the goodness of God may be imparted to us. 
GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is a living soul

Infinite                                  Wisdom                                finite

Eternal                                   Power                                   temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                          changeable

                                    Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

(I) THE PROOF TEXT HIGHLIGHTED

Exodus 34:6-7 “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness “חֶסֶד (Exodus 34:6) – goodness, kindness” and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.”

(II) DEFINITION OF THE “GOODNESS” OF GOD IN OT
(A) The word “goodness” in Hebrew is the masculine noun “חֶסֶד” “hesed” meaning “goodness, kindness” in Exodus 34:6-7. When used of God it depicts His kindness, lovingkindness in condescending to the needs of his creatures, more especially to sinners, in unmerited kindness. The word is derived from the verb form of the Hebrew word, meaning, perhaps, "to bend or bow oneself," "to incline oneself"; hence, "to be gracious or merciful" (BDB, ISBE).
It is used specifically (adapted from BDB):- 
(1) lovingkindness, mercy, merciful kindness
(a) in redemption from enemies and troubles, 
(i) man should trust in it - Psalm 13:5 “But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.”

(ii) rejoice in it - Psalm 31:7 “I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities.”

(iii) hope in it - Psalm 33:18 “Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy.” Also, Psalm 147:11 “The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.”
(b) in preservation of life from death - Psalm 6:4 “Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake.” Also, Psalm 86:13 “For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.”
(c) in quickening of spiritual life - Psalm 109:26 “Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy mercy.” Psalm 119:41 “VAU. Let thy mercies come also unto me, O LORD, even thy salvation, according to thy word.” Also, Psalm 119:76 “Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy servant.” See also Psalm 119:88,124,149,159.
(d) in redemption from sin - Psalm 25:7 “Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.” Also, Psalm 51:1 “To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.”

(e) in keeping the covenants – His unchanging faithfulness in showing His mercy, His steadfast love is shown as a result of His divine covenant – it speaks of His loyalty and faithfulness to His people. It also has an everlasting nature, see below 3 (c). 
(i) with Abraham, Micah 7:20 “Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.”  

(ii) with Moses and Israel, Deuteronomy 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations.” Also, Deuteronomy 7:12 “Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers.” And, Daniel 9:4  “And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments.”
(iii) with David and his dynasty, 2 Samuel 7:15 “But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.” Also, 1 Chronicles 17:13 “I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him that was before thee:”

(iv) with the people of Zion, Isaiah 54:10 “For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.”
(2) Group with other Divine Attributes

(a) Lovingkindness with fidelity, Genesis 24:27  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren.  Also, Psalms 25:10 “All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.” And, Psalms 40:10-11 “I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation. Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me.”
(3) The kindness of God 

(a) Abundant – plenteous in kindness (goodness), Numbers 14:18 “The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.” Nehemiah 9:16-17 “But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy commandments, And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not.” Jonah 4:2 “And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.” Exodus 34:6  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.”
(b) Great in extent, Numbers 14:19 “Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” Also, Psalm 145:7 “They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.” And, Exodus 34:7 “Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.”

(i) Especially of those connected with lovers of the LORD, Exodus 20:6 “And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” 

(ii) To a thousand generation, Deuteronomy 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations.”

(iii) It is as great as the heavens, Psalms 57:10 “For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.” Also, Psalm 103:11 “For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.” And, Psalm 108:4 “For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.”
(iv) The earth is full of it, Psalm 33:5 “He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.” Psalms 119:64 “The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes.”

(c) Everlasting, Jeremiah 33:11 “The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.” Also, Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.” And, Psalm 106:1  Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” And, Psalm 107:1 “O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” And, Psalm 118:1-2 “O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever. Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.” And Psalm 136:1-26, Psalm 136:1 “O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever….Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever: And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever. Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever. O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever.”  
(B) The other word that is used to describe the “goodness” of God is “טוֹב” “tov” though not used by the Westminster Divines. 

(1) God bestows good things upon His people inheriting the Promised Land, Nehemiah 9:25 “And they took strong cities, and a fat land, and possessed houses full of all goods, wells digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: so they did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great goodness.” 

(2) God is good to give salvation to His people in Isaiah 63:7 “I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses.” Also, Psalm 25:7 “Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.” And, Psalms 145:7 “They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.”

(3) God stores up for His saints who fear Him, Psalm 31:19 “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!”

(4) The psalmist exhorts to experience the goodness God by trusting Him, Psalms 34:8 “O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.” 

(5) God’s creative acts of provision displays His goodness, Psalm 33:5-8 “He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.”

(6) The goodness of God rests upon the pure in heart, Psalms 73:1 “A Psalm of Asaph. Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.”
(III) DEFINITION OF “GOODNESS” OF GOD IN NT
The word “χρηστότης” speaks of moral goodness, integrity, kindness and benignity (Goodness of disposition or heart; kindness of nature; graciousness) (Strong’s Dictionary) appearing 8 times in NT beginning with Romans 2:4, to describe the knowledge of God’s goodness causes the sinner to turn to Him. The word “goodness” here refers to the outgoing of God’s grace and love and mercy towards man in his sin and need. It is the goodness of God that leads a person to repentance (Theology for Every Christian, Tow and Khoo, pg 20).

In Romans 3:12, it describes the sinner as totally depraved, having nothing good. In Romans 11:22, describes the need to continue walking with God to receive His blessings or goodness. And the rest of the verses 2 Corinthians 6:6, Galatians 5:22, Colossians 3:12, Titus 3:4 describes the quality of God’s kindness or brotherly love exhibited in the life of the believer. Finally in Ephesians 2:7 is described the glory of the saints at the 2nd Coming of Christ is the result of God’s goodness or kindness.
These 8 verses are listed below:-

Romans 2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
Romans 3:12 “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”
Romans 11:22 “Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.”

2 Corinthians 6:6 “By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned.”
Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.”
Ephesians 2:7 “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”
Colossians 3:12 “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.”

Titus 3:4 “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared.”

(IV) EXORTATION FROM EXODUS 34:1-9

(1) GOD proclaims His LAW (v1-4)
(2) GOD proclaims His DIVINE ATTRIBUTES (v5-7)

a. LORD

b. GOD “אֵל ”    “El” - Power 

c. “רַחוּם ” “rahum” – Compassionate

d. “חַנּוּן ” “hannun” – Gracious 

e. “אֶרֶךְ אַפַּיִם ” “erek aph-phayim” – Long nose/anger, Long suffering

f. “חֶסֶד ” “hesed” – Goodness, kindness
g. “אֱמֶת ” “emeth” – Faithfulness, Truth

h. “נֹשֵׂא ” “noshe” – Forgiving the repentant

i. “נַקֵּה לֹא ” “naqqeh lo” – Punish the unrepentant

(3) HOLY MAN submits to GOD in worship (v8)
(4) HOLY MAN intercedes for REBELLIOUS “stiff-necked” MAN with GOD (v9)

(1) GOD proclaims His LAW 

     - The Law provided the boundary for Israel’s holiness.

(2) GOD proclaims His DIVINE ATTRIBUTES

     - 

The goodness of God describes Him as “keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving their iniquity and transgression and sin.” This is the same thought given by Apostle Paul in Romans 2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
Transgression is rebellion against God, sin is crossing the boundary of God’s laws and iniquity is the outworking of sin in inordinate behaviour.
The message is for God’s people to repent of their sins. Israel rebelled against God by making the golden calf when Moses was up on Mount Sinai receiving God’s laws. But there is forgiveness for every penitent sinner.  

Testimony
An inmate Alan Fraser testifies, “On a November night in 1978 I made the biggest mistake of my life. I was out ‘on the town’ and drinking quite heavily, as usual. Then I ran out of money. But it didn’t matter because I knew how to get more – and I didn’t care how I got it. Walking down a dark street I saw someone coming towards me. On the spot I decided I was going to take his money. I was carrying a knife so I set upon the man and stabbed him severely. There was so much hatred in my heart for everybody that I really didn’t care what happened to me. But the laugh was on me – the guy didn’t have any money. The only thing he was carrying was a Bible – and he offered it to me. I threw it back at him in disgust. Later that night I was arrested and the next day charged with ‘possession of an offensive weapon’ and ‘attempted murder.’ I was sentenced to eight years imprisonment. In the courtroom, Kenneth spoke out. ‘I’m sorry you’ve got such a long sentence,’ he said. ‘I’ll pray for you.’ I started my sentence in Aberdeen and later transferred to Perth for three years. Later on I was moved to Dungavel prison. – and this was where I began to recognize that God had an interest in my life.” Alan Fraser continues his testimony, “I started to go to the meetings, but I was often quite disruptive. Sometimes I said terrible things to the Fellowship leaders, but in the end I realize that they loved me anyway. I couldn’t understand it – I had never known or been shown that kind of love before. I went back to the dormitory and felt deeply troubled within myself. 

One Friday evening I told Pat (a leader of the Fellowship) everything that had happened on that November night back in 1978. It didn’t change the Christian love that showed in her face. The only thing I can remember her saying was: ‘You know enough, Alan.’ I knew what she meant.

I went back to the dormitory but I never slept a wink that night. The next day I went down to the chapel, still deeply troubled within myself. I couldn’t understand why I suddenly felt so dirty. ‘Oh God, help me, I whispered. ‘Make me clean.’ And He did! Deep inside I felt an instant sense of release – release from the past; release from guilt; release from my own thoughts about myself. As I sat there I had a wonderful feeling of actually knowing Jesus and experiencing a relationship with him. There was no doubt in my mind that Jesus had saved me and I knew that He is still alive. Tears just poured down my face and I felt no fear or anxiety at all. Next day I saw the mate who had told me about the Fellowship group. ‘I’ve become a Christian!’ I said excitedly. ‘Jesus has forgiven me! And He’ll forgive you too…’

He remembered speaking to a Radio presenter who visited the prison where he told her how he came to know Jesus and asked if she would play a request for him because it summed up just the way he felt. It was a song called “Love lifted Me.”

On Wednesday, 12 September 1984 he was released from prison after serving a total of 5 years and 10 months. He testified, “I didn’t let my excitement show outwardly – in fact I was so calm that it must have looked as if I didn’t care whether I’m in or out. But inside I was full of God’s peace and joy. He began to be involved in serious Bible study. There were still hiccups along his Christian journey but both God and His people were gracious enough to overlook and forgave them all. God called him to the ministry of reaching out to prison staff and prisoners in the Prison Fellowship that saved him. He took the opportunity every Sunday afternoon to share Christ with them. The rest of the time he worked as a gardener. 

He had been praying to be reconciled with the man whom he had stabbed. And he did. One day, he invited that man Kenneth to go into prison with the Fellowship team on a Sunday afternoon. Kenneth related how he was attacked by a man without telling who that man was. Many of the men said angrily that whoever did that to Kenneth should have been severely punished. Then he stood up. “I know the guy who attacked Kenneth, I said, “it was me.”

Blank amazment showed on all their faces. Many of them had known me for ages as part of the Prison Fellowship group and they had never thought I was capable of such a crime. And now here we were – friends and brothers in Christ! We both knew that only Jesus could have brought about such a change. He testified, that was a wonderful experience for me. “One thing I am sure of – as part of his family in Prison Fellowship, I know that God’s work for me is not finished yet.”

May the Lord help us to see His goodness (kindness) by softening our hearts and come back to Him. Also, for those who are walking with Him, how we have been showing kindness to others who have been most undeserving? May this attribute of God’s goodness be manifested in our lives too. Amen.

Prepared by Preacher Lek Aik Wee
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