Studies on the Attributes of God   

Truth BP Church – Youth Fellowship

 “Are God’s Attributes Relevant To Me?”  

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth…because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:1a, 5b-7)

This series is taken from Question 4 of Westminster Shorter Catechism:-
What is God? 

God is a Spirit,1 infinite,2 eternal,3 and unchangeable,4 in his being,5 wisdom,6 power,7 holiness,8 justice, goodness, and truth.9
1John 4:24 2Job 11:7–9 3Ps. 90:2 4Jas. 1:17 5Exod. 3:14 6Ps. 147:5 7Rev. 4:8 8Rev. 15:4 9Exod. 34:6–7
(A) INTRODUCTION

The question asked “How are the attributes of God relevant to me?” is most pertinent. Why? It concerns our present and eternal well-being. The study of God brings us to the Source of human blessedness! It provides us the correct perspective to view this world and our eternal destiny. I tremble to realize how few young men and women are led by the Spirit, how few are in that narrow way which leads to life, how few are setting their affections on things above, how few are taking up the cross, and following Christ. This statement is made with great sorrow, but I believe what I am saying is nothing more than the truth.
(1) The question of Life and Death

Young people live as if they will never die. Dear YFers, the Bible tells us it is appointed unto you once to die (Hebrews 9:27), however strong and healthy you may now be, the day of death is perhaps very near. And yet you live as if you were sure at present not to die at all. This is not so. If you go to the Choa Chu Kang cemetery, you will realize that many of those lying still there are young people. The Preacher says in Ecclesiastes 11:9 “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.”
Testimony (1)
Recently, I was visiting a brother in Christ in the hospital the same age as me plagued with final stage of lung cancer with young children like me. The way ahead seemed hopeless. The doctor gave 6 months of life. The state of helplessness is so real! Every visit requires much prayer for the Lord’s mercy to encourage this brother. “What will happen to me?” “What about my wife and children?” “What about my mother?” Praise God He is a believer, He can seek God in prayer. Do you know that the Biblical doctrine of prayer argues for the omnipresence of God? Man can pray anytime and anywhere to God assumes the omnipresence of God. Jonah cried from the belly of the whale and the Lord heard him (Jonah 2). God is omnipresent because He is infinite in His Being. Do you know that? The study of the attributes will teach us that.
Questions of life and death suddenly become so real to one given only 6 months of life by the doctors. He asked himself many searching questions. This study leads us to answers three important questions about our origin.

(a) Where did I come from?


(b) Why am I here? 


(c) Where am I going?

Do not wait until you are on you death bed then ask these questions.

Testimony (2)
Last Saturday evening, I was witnessing to the baptism of an 86 year old man in Tan Tock Seng Hospital. God opened his spiritual eyes, he was in tears mourning for his sins and express the need for a Saviour. Beginning of this week, he had a part of his leg amputated. How did he come to believe? He saw in his opposite bed a Christian. He prayed morning, noon and night. Before long, he recovered and went home. He saw the blessing of God upon this man and he determined in his heart that he wanted also to be a Christian, to have God so nigh unto him. When I was there, his son testified to me, “He is a tough nut to crack,” describing that his father’s heart is so hardened. When the Spirit of God came upon him, his heart just softened. 

God is the cause of our existence. You may ask if God is the cause of our existence then who cause God? Dear friends, God is the uncaused First Cause. He is the Self-Existent One. God says “I exist” whether you like it or not! You believe in Me you live, if you do not you die! 

Realizing this truth and embracing the truth gave to this dying man great comfort in his heart, he knew that he is going to heaven. He sought to be baptized. So the question is this, will you meet God as Saviour or as Judge?

(2) The Study of God is the Highest of All Knowledge Called Special Revelation

The study of God is the highest form of study that puny man can embark upon! Theology is the study of the knowledge of God. It is derived from the compound word consisting of “θεός” “theos” God and “λόγος” “logos” knowledge or study of. Theology higher than Philosophy. For “Philo” means “love” and “sophy” from “sophos” meaning wisdom hence “the love of human wisdom.” The knowledge of God is far superior to human wisdom. Hence, this study gives us excess to superior knowledge beyond human intelligence. This knowledge is revealed by God to man, It is called Special Revelation. 

      [image: image1.wmf]
(3) The Pre-Requisite for the Study of God is to have a BA!

What is the relationship of man with God that makes the study of God so relevant to the Christian? And it begs the one determining question “Will I meet God as Saviour or Judge?” Do you have a BA? It is not Bachelor of Arts but it means “Born Again.” Do you have the Holy Spirit in you? Without which you will not be able to appreciate spiritual things.
1 Corinthians 2:9-14 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
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Hence, the pre-requisite for the study of God is that one must be born-again. Are you?

If you have answered in the affirmative, we are ready to begin.

(4) God is the Source of our Blessings.

I would like to bring you to the following truth that is revealed to us from the book of Genesis in Genesis chapters 1 and 2. 
When God made the universe, the earth was the focus!

When God made the earth, man was the focus!

Man was made to have dominion on all of God’s creation on earth.
This is taught to us in Genesis 1:27-28 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
If you read Genesis 2:4 cf 2:7, the word “LORD” is first used “יְהוָה ” “YHWH” to signify a relationship between God and man. Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” This is the Chinese character “zao” given below.
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is dust,  

is mouth, [image: image6.emf]is movement or life, 
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is “able to walk”.
God is the source of man’s existence, our existence. He is the source of our blessedness. The study of God draws us nigh to the source of blessedness.











      Blessedness
Consider the Chinese character for blessedness is pronounced “Fu”. If you dissect the left radical it is the shortened form of the radical for “God”, given below.



The right radical of “fu” begins with “one”            [image: image11.emf]
The radical for “mouth” signifying a “man”      [image: image12.emf]
The radical for “farm” signifying the “garden”  [image: image13.emf]
When man is in close connection with His Creator God, this is true blessedness. Therefore the study of God brings us to the true Source of our blessedness. The more we know God, the more we know ourselves for we are made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). The more we know God Almighty, the more we are awe struck and humbled by God’s condescension upon us.

(5) The Study of God Increases Faith

The study of God must be by “faith”. John Calvin described described well what is faith when he said in his book “Institute of the Christian Religion”, “Faith is far superior to human intelligence. It comes from the illumination of the Holy Spirit. Faith, thus given by God, has a twofold aspect. It enlightens the mind to understand the truth of God, and establishes the heart in it. And the Holy Spirit not only originates faith, but increases it by degrees, till He conducts us by it all the way to heaven.”  Hence, the study of God increases faith. Faith in His ability to help us in our every situation of life!
(6) The Study of God Gives Us a Reason for our Hope

The study of God helps me to be firmly grounded in my faith so that I may give a reason of the hope that is me.
1 Peter 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”
(7) The Study of God leads us to God’s Final Revelation Jesus Christ 

We said earlier that the Knowledge of God is given by God to man called Special Revelation. The Bible is God’s Special Revelation. Jesus Christ is God’s Final Revelation. 

Hebrews 1:1-3 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
Who is Jesus? He is God. He is Creator and Sustainer of the Universe and Saviour to every child of God. The Source of All Our Blessings is Jesus Christ. 
Testimony (1) Continued

Just before his operation to drain off the fluid in His lungs, we sang together the John Sung Chorus, it stilled his heart.

Only Jesus, only Jesus (2x)                                                                               Only He can satisfy,                                                                                          Every burden is turned to blessing,                                                                When I know my Lord is nigh.

 (B) The Westminster Stantards – A Historical Sketch
The Westminster Standards consist of the Confession of Faith itself and its two Catechism – the Shorter for teaching children, and the Larger for adults. Westminster Abby in London was the place where the 121 mostly Presbyterian divines or theologians convened to formulate the Standards in the years 1643-1648. The Confession today is used widely by American and British Presbyterians, and even by some Congregational and Baptist Churches. This leads us to the occasion for the framing of the definition of God which was accepted as the perfect answer of God. How was this statement of God framed?
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Taken from Fundamentals of the Christian Faith by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
(C) Understanding the Definition of God

From the definition, you will notice that God has certain attributes (characteristics, qualities) which He does not “share” with man. God is infinite, but man is not infinite. God is eternal, but man is not eternal. God is unchangeable but man is not unchangeable. These attributes we call incommunicable, because they belong alone to God. But we also notice that God ahs certain attributes which He does share with man. For He also gave to man (before the fall) being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth. These attributes we call communicable, because God gives them to man. Man, the epitome of God’s creation, was made in the image of God to be His representative on earth. Hence, man share to a degree the communicable attributes of God. Yet there is a difference. For God has all these in a far higher sense than man ever can. In other words, God’s wisdom is infinite, eternal and unchangeable wisdom. His power is infinite, eternal and unchangeable, too. Whereas the wisdom of man, or the power of man, is always finite, temporal and changeable. 

GOD                                                                            MAN               

Incommunicable Attributes Communicable attributes
                               God is Spirit                          Being                                 Man is physical
Infinite                                  Wisdom                                     finite

Eternal                                   Power                                        temporal

Unchangeable                        Holiness                                    changeable

                                               Justice

                                               Goodness

                                               Truth    

(D) The Incommunicable Attributes of God 

What are the proof texts that teach to us the incommunicable attributes of God?

God is a Spirit

John 4:24 “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
God is a Spirit. Jesus Himself said this to the woman of Samaria at the well in John 4:24. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” The words of Jesus tells us that God is not a corporeal being, like an man, with a physical form. The 2nd Commandment provides the proof of the incorporeal nature of God, Exodus 20:4 “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.” Moses repeated this in Deuteronomy 5. 
Infinite

Job 11:7-9 “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.”
Eternal

Psalm 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”
Unchangable

James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”
God is said to be infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His “Being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth” 
(E) God is Infinite, Eternal and Unchangeable In His Being 
God omnipresence is the meaning of the words, “infinite in His Being”. This truth is explicitly taught in Psalms 139:7-12 “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.”
God Himself testified to Moses that He is the Self-Existent One in Exodus 3:14 “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”
The presence of God is limitless. This is taught in:- 
Psalms 11:4 “The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.” 
Psalms 34:15 “The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.” 
Proverbs 15:3 “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” 
1 Kings 8:27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?”
Jeremiah 23:24 “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.”
The Biblical doctrine of prayer therefore is derived from the omnipresence of God. We can pray to God at any time and at any place.  
Testimony (3)

A sister shared with me that he received a phone call one day at home. The caller was a staff from her son’s junior college. The message was that her son had fell down from the second floor of the school whilst putting up a decoration for moon-cake festival. There was no one else at home. She was unable to reach her husband by phone. She fell on her knees and cried out to God. The Lord heard her prayer. Her son sustained no serious injury. He was frightened but there was no broken limb. Praise God for He is Omnipresence. Wherever we are we can commune with Him and seek His help.

The Eternal being of God is clearly taught in Scripture:- 
Psalms 90:1-2 “A Prayer of Moses the man of God. Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”
Hebrews 1:8-12 “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.”
Isaiah 44:6 “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.”
Revelation 1:8 “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”
Revelation 21:6 “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.”
Isaiah 57:15 “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”
God’s omnipresence assures that He is not a distant God, but He is very near us and works actively in time and space. Hence, it comforts our heart to seek Him each time.
The Unchangeable Being of God is established in the revelation of Scripture:-
Malachi 3:6 “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”
The truth of God’s unchangeable nature tells us that the God of the Bible is most trustworthy for He can never change His mind or His plan. Our salvation is therefore filled with hope because our Saviour os unchangeable and He keeps His promises.

Hence God is absolutely trustworthy. His counsel never fails.
Hebrews 6:17-18 “Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.”
Hebrews 13:7-9 “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”
The constancy of the character of our Lord Jesus Christ is the reason for our confidence in His gospel of salvation.

James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”

Psalms 33:11 “The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.”

Proverbs 19:21 “There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.”

We can never thwart God’s plan given to us in His Word.

Isaiah 14:24 “The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.”

Isaiah 46:9-10 “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”

We shall continue next in the second message: God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His Wisdom.
Prepared by Preacher Lek Aik Wee
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