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EDITORIAL

By Dr Franco Wong

Christian is given liberty
to enjoy the fruits of his
labour. (Ecc 2:24, 3:13,
5:18). The questions which
always linger in our minds are,

how much and how far? The
boundaries can only be guided b

the Word of God and the wisdom
which God bestows upon us
This issue endeavours to be

starting point to our YAF

members, who so oftentimes ar
beset with choices for
entertainment and recreation. Le
us be renewed in our minds ant
sanctified in our bodies, that we
be found glorifying God and
enjoying Him forever, and at the
same time, be a brother’'s keepsg
to the redeemed flock of the
Lord.

The fellowship groups are part of
the Church’s ministries which
serve to prepare the members fq
eventual service in the Church
Thus, no individual fellowship
group ought to seek to exist in
isolation, much less to pride itself
to exclusivity. On that note, all
Combined Fellowship Groups
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Meetings are much treasured t

O

promote ease of transition from
one fellowship group to another,
as a form of gradual maturation
preparation. The Combined YF-
YAF meeting was truly a blessed
time to inculcate such a culture to
bring the Church members to a
closer bond and mutual support,
and  hopefully to reduce

reluctance to be promoted to the
YAF.

We thank God again for the
formation of an elected Exco for
the YAF. We thank God also for
the sacrificial services of the
outgoing Pro-Tem Secretary,
Sara. May her testimony
encourage us all, both the Exco
and the members to continue to
trust God in presenting our

bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto Godwhich is
our reasonable service.
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WHAT SHOULD |
TEACH MY CHILDREN
ABOUT MOVIES?

By David Cloud

guestion by e-mail a couple

of days ago: "What stand da
you take on going to the movie
theatre? My husband and | ars
born again believers and do not
feel that we should go to the
movies, but we now have teenage
children and they are asking why
they cannot go. | don't want to
tell them because we said no, but
would like to give them some
biblical answer to help them
understand. Do you have any
information that might help me?
Thank you for your time."

Ireceived the  following
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REPLY FROM BROTHER
CLOUD

Before | answer your question
about why God's people should
not go to the movies, let me
make a couple of genera
comments to your statements.

First, | commend you for
wanting to give your teenagers
a reason for their faith. This is
very important. As they grow

older, they don't need a mere list
of dos and don'ts; they need to
learn to think biblically for

themselves, to apply the
Scriptures to their daily lives.

They need to learn that the Bible
IS very practical and that it
speaks to absolutely every
situation in life. 1 grew up In

church but | didn't know this. |

thought the Bible was just a
bunch of old stories that had
almost nothing to do with today.
| had no idea that it was a Living
Book! Of course, | was not saved
then; | didn't get saved until |
was 23 and had scarred my life
deeply with sin. | can't blame my
foolishness and rebellion on
anyone else, but oh, that the
church of my childhood had
made the Bible more practical!

Second, it is not enough to

avoid going to movie theatres.

The great moral danger today is
not the only movie theatre but the
videocassette, the DVD, the
video game, and the Internet. It is
what we watch in our own homes
or in the homes of our friends

and neighbours.
Third, we must resist the
teenager concept,

understanding that it doesn’t
come from the Bible but from
rock & roll in the 1950s. There
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was a “baby boom” in America
following World War Il

Whereas at the end of the wat
there were about 5.6 million
teens in U.S. high schools, by thg
time Elvis blasted on the scene if
1956 the number had almos
tripled to 13 million (David

Halberstam,The Fifties p. 473).

There was a corresponding
increase in personal wealth an
leisure. Between 1950 and 1960
per capita income increased fron
$1,500 to $2,788. Teens
suddenly had free time and
money, and a new music cam
along, preaching, “Do you own
thing; have your own life; you
aren’'t an old foggy; you can be g
cool dude, a rolling stone; throw,

off the shackles; you aren’t under

anyone’s thumb.” The newly
invented ultra portable 45rpm
record and the transistor radig
enabled them to have this nev
and exciting music wherever they
went. Radios were well
entrenched in automobiles by
1956, so that the new “teen’
class could tool around in their
automobiles and be cool ang
listen to rock & roll. Alan Freed,
Dewey “Daddy-O” Phillips, and
many other rock disc jockeys
used the radio to help create
new teenage culture with its owr

music, language, and moral code.
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“In this new subculture of rock

and roll the important figures of
authority were no longer mayors
or parents; they were disc
jockeys, who reaffirmed the right
to youthful independence and
guided teenagers to their new
rock heroes. THE YOUNG
FORMED THEIR OWN
COMMUNITY. FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN AMERICAN
LIFE THEY WERE
BECOMING A SEPARATE,
DEFINED PART OF THE
CULTURE” (The Fifties p.
474).

Television also helped create the
teenager. By 1956 there were 37
million TV sets in America. This
powerful new medium had a
great influence in the spread of
rock and roll. Elvis Presley’s
appearance on th&d Sullivan
Show in 1956 attracted 54
million viewers, which was a
whopping 83% of the television
audience. Dick Clark’®A\merican
Bandstand was inaugurated in
1957 and was watched by
millions of teens. “Every day
nationwide, teenagers rushed
home from school to watch their
favourite singers, and learn new
rock & roll dance steps. ... As
viewers watched them day after
day, they got to know the
dancers’ names; THEY COPIED
THEIR  CLOTHING  AND
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HAIRSTYLES; THEY
MIMICKED THEIR ‘COOL’

BEHAVIOR...” (Richard Aquila,
That Old Time Rock & Rollp.
10). The Beatles appearance on
the Ed Sullivan Show in
December 1963 was seen by
more than 73 million people. Not
only did Sullivan promote Elvis
Presley and the Beatles, but also
Buddy Holly, the Rolling Stones,
Gerry and the Pacemakers, th
Searchers, Dave Clark Five, ang
many others. (For more about th
history and influence and danger
of rock & roll see our 473-page
book Rock Music vs. the God of
the Bible available from Way of
Life Literature.)
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The “cool teenager” was
invented in the 1950s as a clever
marketing tool. It is a concept
that appeals to the Iinnate
rebellion and pride of youth and
was a grand device of the devil

Christian families and churchesg
that cater to the world’s concept
of “the teenager” are foolish and
are not following the Bible. They
are bowing to popular culture,
and that is idolatry. God will not
accept it. His Word is very clear
in this matter, that we are not tc
be “conformed to this world”
(Rom. 12:2) and that “whosoevel
therefore will be a friend of the

world is the enemy of God”
(James 4:4).

Fourth, God has obligated

parents, not young people, to

set the standards for the home.

All too often Christian parents
allow their standards to be
lowered by their teenagers, so
that it is the children who are
setting the moral standards! That
Is backwards and it results in
confusion and apostasy. The
Bible says nothing about
teenagers. In the eyes of God,
teenagers are still children, still
under parental authority. God
praised Abraham because he
would “command” his children.

“For | know him, that he will

command his children and his
household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the LORD,
to do justice and judgment; that
the LORD may bring upon

Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him” (Gen. 18:19).

God hasn’'t changed since
Abraham’s day, even if society
has. God’s Word says, “Children,
obey your parents in all things:
for this is well pleasing unto the
Lord” (Col. 3:20). God doesn'’t

make an exception for teenagers.
Until that young person “leaves
father and mother,” goes off on
his own, pays his own bhills,

makes his own way in life, and is

6
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responsible  for his own

decisions, he is under his parents

authority.

We have witnessed the confusio
and backsliding that result wher
parents turn the helm of the homq
over to their teenagers. Somg
close friends have done this with
disastrous consequences. | thin
of one family that had high
scriptural standards for their
home until the children reachec
their teenage years, then it was &
if someone flipped a switch and
suddenly the teens were in
charge. They set the standards fq
dress and entertainment an

dating and music. Instead of the

mom showing the girls how to be
godly Christian women, the girls

taught the mom how to be a teen.

Instead of the mom instructing
her daughters to dress modestly
the attractive teenage daughter

taught the mom to dress like the

world. Instead of the mom

teaching the girls to appreciate

wholesome music, the qgirls
taught the mom to listen to rock
Instead of the dad teaching thg
sons to be busy serving the Lord

to be Christian men, the sons

taught the dad to be a teen, t
lavish his fleeting hours upon fun
and games, with activities that
have no eternal value but that ar
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“cool.” As a result some of the

children became moral

shipwrecks and the parents
eventually lived in two different

countries. One of the girls had
two children out of wedlock. One
of the sons stiffened his neck
against God and went completely

into the world. The oldest
daughter's wedding to a
charismatic was a moral
disgrace. The bride was

indecently dressed to the extreme
and the crowd danced to hard
rock & roll.

Many Christian parents are afraid
to hold the scriptural line for
their children as they get older,
because they are afraid of “losing
them?”; but if they don’t hold the
line they have lost them already.

Fifth, to maintain strong moral
standards for your children,
you must be able to have
control of their lives. If they are

in a secular school or a worldly
Christian school, it is very
possible that you will lose the
battle. The same is true for the
church you attend. | would
challenge you to make sure that
you are in a morally strong
church that will back you up with
godly standards. The matter is so
crucial it is well worth moving to
another state if necessary. If you
are in the typical church today
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(including many independent
Baptist or fundamentalist ones)
your Kkids are surrounded by
young people who are deeply
compromised with the world,
whose chief goal in life is to have
fun, who think a shallow
devotional and a quick prayer
sanctifies every sort of carna
behaviour and redeems thé

complete waste of countless

precious hours in this fleeting
life. They are just as sports craz)
as the world, just as fashion

conscious, just as ignorant of

sacrificial Christian living and
service. In fact, if you are in the
typical larger church, you might
very well have a youth pastor
that encourages worldly living
(covered with a thin veneer of
superficial Christianity, of

course, to salve the conscience).

The average church's youth
department replaces seculg
things with Christian alternatives
that imitate and are only a half

step behind the world; secular

sports are replaced with Christiar
sports, secular rock with
Christian rock, secular dating
with Christian dating, R-rated
movies with PG-13 movies,
secular tattoos with Christian. If

you are in such a church, even if

it is not quite as extreme as tha
which | have described, it will be

\1%4
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almost impossible for you to

maintain strong standards of
separation from the world for
your teenagers, because your
efforts will be undermined by the

church and by their church
friends.
Sixth, when vyou give up

something like television and
movies, you need to replace it
with something godly and
wholesome A vacuum is quickly
filled. We are not only to cast off
the works of darkness but also to
put on the armour of light (Rom.
13:12). Instead of sitting around
the television in the evenings,
read some good books out loud.
Everyone enjoys hearing a book
read out loud, even teenagers.
Start with  something like
Pilgrim's Progressor an exciting
missionary biography. Or gather
the family around to listen to
good preaching sermons. Some
are available on the Internet, both
for download and for sale. The
following site is one example:
http://www.sermonstore.org/.
(Beginning in about April 2004,
Way of Life Literature plans to
publish a series calledLife
Changing SermonsYou will be
amazed at how quickly the
family can learn to enjoy life
without the television and in a
much more spiritually and
morally healthy manner.
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Seventh, and above all, do
everything possible to be close
to your children, to let them
know that you Ilove them
dearly, to win their hearts with
your affection, to know what
they are thinking and to have
an open channel of
communication with them. |If
there is any breach between yo
or your husband and the children
spare no effort, spare no money

spare no repentance of sin, spar

no tears, spare no amount O
prayer, spare no amount of time
spare no amount of fasting, tc

heal that breach. Nothing is more

important than winning your
children to Christ and seeing
them serve Him wholeheartedly
and unreservedly. If your church
Is somewhat worldly and it is the
best one in your area and you ar
not in a position to relocate, anc
if your Christian school is far
from ideal but you are not in a
position to home school, you car
still succeed spiritually with the
children if you have a close ang
fruitful walk with Christ in your

own life and if you are close to
the children and hold the key tg
their hearts.

Our four children are grown and
are serving the Lord today ang

two are missionaries, so | am in ¢

e

position to  speak  from

experience, not only from what
we did right but also what we did
wrong! One of our sons struggled
with the Lord's will for awnhile,

and | have no doubt that my
failures as a father had negative
consequences in his life. | praise
the Lord for His great mercy and
grace. Without that, no parent
would ever Dbe successful.

We did not have a television in
our home for the first 14 or 15
years of our marriage. Then we
decided to get one just to watch a
few "good shows" and some
carefully selected movies on
video, mostly the old black and
white ones. | believe my wife
and | controlled the television as
carefully as anyone ever has. The
children were not allowed to
watch shows by themselves. We
hand picked every programme
and every video. If we wanted to
watch a television programme,
we pre-recorded it and fast
forwarded through the
commercials. For the most part
we did not allow any movie with
a rating higher than G, and that
really limits one's viewing! Even
so, we found ourselves gradually
lowering our standards, letting a
couple of PG movies slip in
because those particular ones
"weren't much worse than G."
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Also, the kids would be home
alone at times and there wers
occasions when we found tha
they had watched things that the)
should not have. Television is &
slippery slope at best, and it get
worse every year. Several year
ago we disconnected the
television from the antenna,
though we continued to watch a
few old movies such as "The
Shop Around the Corner" and
"Sergeant York" or old TV
programs such aandy Griffith
And for the last few years we
have not had a television in our
home even for watching old
movies.

O O T < D

Candidly, the only regret that |
have about television in our
home when the children wersg
growing up is that we allowed
ourselves to have one at all

Now to the matter of why we
should not watch unwholesome

television  programmes  and
movies:
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

THAT FORBID WATCHING
THE VAST MAJORITY OF

HOLLYWOOD MOVIES
AND TELEVISION
PROGRAMMES

The following Scripture passages

v

teach me not to attend the
modern movie theatre or watch
most modern Hollywood movies
on video or DVD or the vast

majority of television
programming (including, and
perhaps especially, the

commercials!). While we cannot
make a law that Christians can
never watch any television
programme or any movie, it is
also clear that Christian liberty is
not the liberty to disobey the
Bible. If the child of God can
watch some programme or movie
without disobeying the Scriptures
and with a clear conscience
before God, that is between him
and the Lord. But the following
Scriptures have a  direct
application to this issue and are a
loud warning to those who have
ears to hear.

1. "l will set no wicked thing
before mine eyes: | hate the
work of them that turn aside; it
shall not cleave to me" (Psalm
101:3).

This  verse single-handedly

forbids the child of God to watch

the vast majority of the movies

and television programmes that
are made today. Consider just a
few of the wicked things that you

or your children will see:

10
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* The breaking of all of God's
commandments

* Open and flaunted immorality
* Casual drinking and drug usage
* Drunkenness portrayed as
something funny and innocent
* Immodest and sexually alluring
dress

* Sexually enticing dancing
*  Violence and mayhem
* Casual dating (Parents, do yol
want your children to date after
the fashion portrayed in most
movies and television
programs?)

* Mockery of the things of God
* Pagan religions depicted as
truth
* Occultism, paganism, and New
Age error (even in cartoons andl
in a large number of Disney
movies)

L4
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2. "Il made a covenant with
mine eyes; why then should |
think upon a maid?" (Job 31:1)

This verse is similar to the one in
Psalm 101:3, but it warns more
specifically about looking upon
women to lust after them. The
Lord Jesus Christ warned, "But |
say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart" (Matt.
5:28). These verses are solemn
warnings to men and boys NOT|

to watch Hollywood movies,
whether in the theatre or at home.
In public, most men will not stare
at a woman very long because he
doesn't want to be seen doing
that, but when he is watching a
movie, he can stare as long as he
desires at an indecently clad

female, even if his wife is sitting
by his side. Twenty years ago |
asked a pastor friend, "Why do
you think so many pastors are
falling to sexual sins?" | have
never forgotten his simple reply:
"Television."

11
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3. "But fornication, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness
let it not be once named among
you, as becometh saints;
neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor jesting, which are
not convenient: but rather
giving of thanks. For this ye
know, that no whoremonger,
nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an
idolater, hath any inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and of
God. Let no man deceive you
with vain words: for because of
these things cometh the wrath
of God upon the children of

disobedience. Be not vye
therefore partakers  with
them." (Ephesians 5:3-7).

This is a perfect description of
99% of the Hollywood movies
today, if not 100%. It also
describes the sensual rock mus
that goes hand in hand with
practically all of today's
Hollywood movies. The child of
God is not to participate in such
things, even by proxy.

4. "But now ye also put off all
these; anger, wrath, malice,

blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your
mouth"  (Colossians  3:8).

Not only is it dangerous to watch

C

evil things but it is equally
dangerous to hear evil things.
There are occasions in this
wicked world in which we do not
have complete control over what
we see and hear, but when we are
iIn our homes, we do have
control. And we do have control
over where we go and what we
do with our own time. Television
programmes and movies are

literally filled with ungodly
speech, with the things
specifically and solemnly

forbidden in Colossians. The ear
IS a gate to the heart and
determines how we live. The
Proverbs warns, "Keep thy heart
with all diligence; for out of it

are the issues of life" (Prov.
4:23). The very first thing that is
mentioned in that connection is
"Put away from thee a froward
mouth, and perverse lips put far
from thee" (Prov. 4:24)!

Movies and television
programmes are filled with the
things forbidden in Colossians
3:8: "Foul language, including
curses, offensive epithets,
scatological language, sexually
suggestive or indecent language,
and censored language increased
by 94.8 percent during the
Family Hour between 1998 and
2002” (Calvary ContenderDec.
2003).

12
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5. "And GOD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil
continually" (Genesis 6:5).
"Because that, when they knew
God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful,

but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish
heart was darkened" (Romans
1:21). "Casting down
imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every

thought to the obedience of
Christ" (2  Cor. 10:5).

The Bible warns the believer to
cast down every evil
imagination, because the
imagination is the battle ground
for the soul. Proverbs 23:7 says
"For as he thinketh in his heart

SO is he..." The imagination goes$

from bad to worse. The flesh is
never satisfied. Sin, which begar
in such a “small” way in the days
of Adam, had so permeated an

controlled man's thoughts by the

days of Adam's great grandsol
Noah that his thoughts were only
evil continually. That describes
multitudes in our day, which is

— A\
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not surprising in that the Lord

warned, "But as the days of Noe
were, so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be" (Matt.

24:37). Romans tells us that the
Imagination plays a great role in
the downward spiral that results
iIn homosexuality and other moral
perversions. It is impossible to
have spiritual victory if one

allows the imagination to dwell

upon evil things. It is not difficult

In this connection to see the
danger of television programmes
and movies. They fill the

imagination with vivid images

that linger and that return even if
not purposefully entertained.
They feed the fleshly nature, but
it is never satisfied and it only
desires more sensuality, more
excitement, more, more, and is
thus led ever deeper into moral
perversion.

In  looking back on my

childhood, | recognise that one
reason why the Word of God had
little or no effect upon me, even
though | was in a Baptist church
at least three times a week, was
that my mind was always filled

with worldly entertainment. We

got a television when | was about
eight years old, and though the
programmes were nothing like
they are today, they were foolish
at best and certainly did not
encourage me spiritually. We got

13
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our television about a year after
Elvis appeared on theEd

Sullivan Show | remember that
by the time | reached junior high
school, | did everything | could
to stay home on Sunday nights sp
that | could watch the most
exciting programmes of the
week, such as th®isney Hour

and Ed Sullivan and the Ding
Shore programme ("See the USA
in your Chevrolet”). | don't
remember if | was home that
night in 1964 when the Beatles
appeared on Ed Sullivan, but

could have been. | was in high
school and about that time my
parents were having a lot of
problems and had pretty much
given up on trying to keep me in
church. | had already starteg
drinking and carousing around
with my buddies every weekend
in our automobiles. There is na
doubt that television and movieg
fed my carnal imagination in a
way that nothing else could have
done and, together with rock &
roll, inflamed me with a passion
for the things of the world.

L4

6. "And this | pray, that your
love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge and in all

judgment; That ye may
approve things that are
excellent; that ye may be

sincere and without offence till

the day of Christ; Being filled
with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto
the glory and praise of God"
(Philippians 1:9-11).

This passage teaches the child of
God to choose the most excellent
things in life, not those things
that are borderline and
qguestionable. It teaches him to be
without offence before God. The
believer should ask himself,
"Would | be embarrassed for the
Lord Jesus to come and find me
doing this thing?" We are to be
filled with the fruits of
righteousness, and that means we
have to be emptied of the fruits
of the flesh and the world. The
child of God has two natures, the
old and the new, and the one he
feeds and pampers is the one that
will dominate his life.

7. "And he that doubteth is
damned if he eat, because he
eateth not of faith: for
whatsoever is not of faith is
sin” (Romans 14:23).
This verse warns the child of
God not to participate in
anything that is questionable. If
you cannot say for sure that
something is God's perfect will,
If it creates nagging doubts, you
should avoid it.

14
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8. "Abstain from all
appearance of evil" (1 Thess.
5:22).

Not only are we to abstain from
evil itself but even from the

appearance of evil. Attending the

movie theatre today has, at bes
an appearance of evil, becaus
the vast majority of the movies
shown there are morally vile. The
same is true for watching mos;
Hollywood movies at home. If
our friends see that we watch
movies, they will be encouragec
to watch them as well, and they
probably will not be as
"discriminating."”

9. "Let us therefore follow

after the things which make for
peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another. ... It is
good neither to eat flesh, nor to
drink wine, nor any thing

whereby thy brother

stumbleth, or is offended, or is
made weak" (Romans 14:19,
21).

Even if | could go to a movie
theatre and see a movie that wa
100% wholesome by biblical
standards and not see any mov
trailers for wicked movies, |
would still be giving a bad

e
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example to others. If | go to

watch a G-rated movie, | might
encourage others to go and watch
an R-rated one and thus commit
sin against God.

10. "Speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience seared
with a hot iron" (1 Timothy
4:2).

The conscience is a tender thing.
It can easily be hardened by
unrepentant exposure to evil.
This IS why television
programmes and movies have
gotten ever more wicked with
each passing decade. If one of
today's PG-13 movies had been
shown on television 40 years
ago, it would have been
condemned broadly even by
many unbelievers. The same is
true for rock music. Eminem or
Marilyn Manson would not have
been allowed on th&d Sullivan
Show in the 1950s, but there has
been a steady searing of the
conscience by exposure to the
ever increasing moral vileness of
the entertainment industry. When
Christians allow themselves to
watch programmes and movies
that they know are wrong, their
conscience becomes seared SO
that eventually they can watch
things without so much as a
twinge of conscience that once
would have shocked them

15
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deeply.

11. "For | know him, that he
will command his children and
his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the
LORD, to do justice and
judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him"
(Genesis 18:19).

God commended  Abraham
because he would command hi
children to keep the way of the
Lord. Every parent needs to take
this to heart. Contrary to the
tenets of modern psychology an
pop child training philosophy,
parents are responsible tc
command their children and tg
show them the right way in life.
Love is the key to making this
work, of course. The father is
accountable before God to be th
godly head of the home and tg
oversee all things under Christ
The mother is responsible to
work alongside the father and a
his "helpmeet" in the home, anc
should never be quilty of
undermining any godly thing that
the father wants to accomplish
Each believing father and mothe
will stand before Jesus Christ ang
give account for how he or she
lived in the home and how they
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raised the children. How

wonderful it will be to hear the
Lord say, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been
faithful over a few things, | will

make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of
thy lord" (Matt. 25:23). Nothing

this world has to offer is worth
losing the Lord’s commendation.

There is an axiom that what
parents allow in moderation, the
children follow to excess. If
parents are even a little careless
about watching  Hollywood
movies, the children will most
likely move much farther into
areas of moral temptation.

A WARNING ABOUT THE
MOVIE RATINGS

A few years agoUSA Toay
contained an article titled "PG-13
can lull folks with false security."
It iIs a warning about the
filthiness of PG-13 movies by a
secular newspaper! The article
contains the following important
statement:

"PG-13 was designed, | believe,
to apply the friendly PG symbol

to movies that have no business
even being considered for
viewing by most young teenagers
and preteens. The age of
assignment for the rating is
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deceptive, and it lulls parents intg
a false sense of security" (Jog
Zanger, editor of PG-14USA
Today Nov. 22, 1999, p. 2D).

This is an important warning,
though it should be much

stronger. The article also notes

that there is often no difference
between PG-13 and R-ratec
movies, and even when there is
difference, it is only minor. Both
types of movies routinely contain
nudity, immorality, gratuitous
and graphic violence, and foul
language. From the standpoint o
a Christian who wants to obey
the Lord's call to holiness, there
Is no real difference. Immodesty
Is immodesty. Cursing is cursing
Blasphemy 5 blasphemy.
Extramarital sex is extramarital
sex. If one movie contains a littlg
less of these things than anothe
movie, that does not make eithe
movie acceptable before God.

"l will set no wicked thing before
mine eyes:. | hate the work of
them that turn aside; it shall nof
cleave to me" (Psalm 101:3).

The ratings have become mor:
lenient with the passing of time.
Movies that would have been
rated R a few years ago are
routinely rated PG-13 today.
Further, the category of NC-17

13%
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(meaning no one under 17 may
be admitted) has been added to
replace the old filthy X rating.

There is an agenda to put
increasingly more godless
content into increasingly more
widely  distributed  movies.

Also noted in theUSA Today

article is the fact that many
directors and producers actually
want their movies to be rated PG-
13 today, as opposed to an R
rating or a PG rating. This is
because young people are
admitted to the PG-13 movies as
opposed to the R or restricted
movies and they consider them
more desirable and grownup than
PG-rated (meaning parental
guidance suggested) movies. PG-
13 movies are raking in huge
receipts at the box office. Of the
top 21 films that have grossed
more than $200 million, the vast
majority (13) are PG-13, while

only three are PG, two are G, and
three are R.

If secular people can see the
danger of PG-13 movies, why
cant God's people! We must
understand that the Hollywood-
New York entertainment
business is not now and never
has been the friend of God and
righteousness. From their
inception, motion pictures and

17



Water Brooks

Volume 2 Issue 3

television have pushed the
boundaries of morality in society
farther from the standard of

God's Word. Yet more members

of  Bible-believing  churches
watch unwholesome television
and movies today than ever, an
there is less plain preaching of
this matter today than ever

We must remember that the
movie and television ratings
systems were not devised by
godly people who are committed
to obeying the Bible, but by
secular people who are controlleq
by the philosophy of this world.
In reality, ungodly movies are
not wholesome fare for children,

young people, OR for adults. PGt

13 things such as nudity and fou
language are not acceptabl
before God for adults any more
than  for  young people.

Like the frog in the gradually
heated pot, God's people who ar
careless about separating fron
Hollywood's filthy fare become
desensitised by It.

A missionary friend was eating g
meal with a pastor and his wife &
few years ago when the topic o
the movieTitanic (rated PG-13)

came up. When the missionary

expressed his opinion that the
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movie is ungodly, the pastor's

wife said that they had seen it
and had enjoyed it. The
missionary asked what they
thought of the nudity in the
movie, and the pastor's wife said
it was "tastefully done." This
illustrates how worldly many
fundamental Baptist churches
have become. If pastors and their
wives are enjoying movies
featuring extramarital affairs,
what are the other members of
the church watching! The Bible
says the pastor is to be the
example to the flock (1 Peter
5.3). WOE UNTO THOSE
MULTITUDES OF WORLDLY
PASTORS WHO FILL THE
PULPITS ACROSS THE LAND
TODAY, WHO ARE
COMFORTABLE WITH
HOLLYWOOD'S CESSPOOL
AND WHO DO NOT TEACH
THEIR PEOPLE THE FEAR OF

GOD AND SEPARATION
FROM THE WORLD.
The following are typical

guotations from reviews of PG-
13 movies by professional
secular critics:

A CHEF IN LOVE -- PG-13
"violence, rape, sex, nudity,
profanity -- it's pretty raunchy"

MEN IN BLACK
"violence, profanity,

PG-13
gore,
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vulgarity"

SPAWN -- PG-13 "violence and
mayhem, vulgar gags and

references, profanities and brief

partial nudity, as well as some
revealing outfits"

SPEED 2: CRUISE CONTROL -
- PG-13 "considerable violence

and mayhem, profanity,
vulgarity"
ACE VENTURA - PG-13

"raunchy humour, an abundanci

of profanity"
ANACONDA -- PG-13
"violence, gore, profanity,
vulgarity, sex, nudity"
AIRHEADS -- PG-13
"considerable raunchiness; ther
Is  violence, graphic sex,
profanity and vulgarity"
ASPEN EXTREME -- PG-13

"considerable violence, nudity

and profanity, as well as cocaine

abuse"

BIRD ON A WIRE -- PG-13
"considerable mayhem, as wel
as sex,

profanity and some

192
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nudity"
BLANKMAN -- PG-13
"violence, profanity, vulgarity

and some nude photos"
BLAME IT ON THE BELLBOY

PG-13 “sadistic, graphic
violence, as well as sex,
profanity, vulgarity and some

partial nudity"

CLUELESS -- PG-13 "violence,
vulgarity, profanity and drugs ...
the film's cavalier suggestions
that casual sex is perfectly
acceptable for 15-year-olds and
that smoking marijuana is fine as
long as it's at a party are
extremely irresponsible.”

COOL WORLD -- PG-13 "With

its excessive violence, sex,
vulgarity and profanity, this isn't
a film I'd recommend to any
children - even those over 13."

CAPTAIN RON -- PG-13
"violence, sex, nudity, profanity

and vulgarity"
THE CHASE  -- PG-13
“considerable  violence and
profanity, sex scene”

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS -- PG-13
"sex, profanity, wvulgarity and

some nude photos”
CITY SLICKERS -- PG-13
"violence, sexual material,

profanity and a few vulgar
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remarks"

CLASS ACT -- PG-13 "many
vulgar sexual gags, violence, sex
profanity"

SAFE PASSAGE -- PG-13
"profanity, vulgarity, sex,
violence and drugs (marijuang
smoking)"

SO | MARRIED AN AX

MURDERER PG-13
"violence, sex, nudity, profanity
and vulgar sexual remarks'

SOME GIRLS -- PG-13 "sex,
nudity, profanity, vulgarity,
violence and drugs"”

SPLITTING HAIRS -- PG-13
"loaded with vulgar gags, nudity

and sex, profanity”
SON-IN-LAW -- PG-13
"profanity, vulgarity, nudity,
violence, general raunchiness

lesbian kiss between two girls
mud-wrestling ... [the parents]
are shocked by the change ii
their daughter (dyed hair, mini-
skirts, see-through tops and a
ankle tattoo ... running theme of
teen sex being perfectly
acceptable"

MADE IN AMERICA -- PG-13

"a sex scene with nudity, as wel

—

as some profanity and vulgarity"

MOLL FLANDERS -- PG-13
"Much sexual material; there is
also violence, nudity, drug abuse,
a couple of profanities and some
vulgarity"

PARENTHOOD -- PG-13 sex,

"profanity, vulgarity, raunchy ...

Some of the material is so adult
that an R rating doesn't seem
unreasonable"

ROBIN HOOD: MEN IN
TIGHTS -- PG-13 ‘"violence,
vulgarity,  profanity, partial
nudity"

RESCUE ME -- "is rated PG-13
but has an awful lot of R-rated
material, including violence,
profanity, sex and nudity"
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CHRISTIAN
RECREATION AND
UNCHRISTIAN
AMUSEMENT

By T. L. Cuyler

“B

ehold that which |
have seen: it igood
and comely for one
to eat and to drink, and to enjoy
the good of all his labour that he
taketh under the sun all the day
of his life, which God giveth
him: for it is his portion.” Eccles.
5:18

“For the time past of our life may
suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts
excess of wine, revellings,
banquetings,
idolatries:” 1 Peter 4:3

“Even in laughter the heart is
sorrowful; and the end of that
mirth is heaviness.” Proverbs
14:13

My fellow-travellers to eternity, |
want to discuss tonight, the grea
subject of Christian recreation
and unchristian amusement.

wish to find out as far as |
possibly can, what is healthful,

and abominablé¢

v
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and what is right; what is hurtful,
and what is wrong; what every
Christian may do, and what even
a lost sinner ought not to do. It is
a very delicate and a very
difficult subject to treat; and |
trust we may be guided wisely
and safely through it. In order to
throw 'light from heaven' upon
our theme, | have grouped before
you tonight three appropriate
passages of Scripture.

“Behold that which | have
seen: it is good and comely for
one to eat and to drink, and to
enjoy the good of all his labour
that he taketh under the sun all
the days of his life, which God
giveth him: for it is his
portion.” In this first text, you
will observe the principle that all
men have a clear and undoubted
right to every healthful and
innocent enjoyment. God never
created us to be wretched. Do
you imagine it for a moment? He
gave us  possibilities  of
enjoyment, and ten thousand
good things to enjoy. He gave us
a taste for pleasant food, and
pleasant food and fruit to taste.
He gave us a desire for the
luscious grape and sunny peach;
and the grape hangs on the trellis,
and the peach ripens for us in the
sun-beam. He gave us a thirst for
refreshing drinks. He gave us
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healthful drinks with which to
refresh ourselves. Never,
however, did he make this world
a distillery for alcoholic poisons.
He gave us a desire to be happy,
and then put within our reach
means, abundant means, for all
pure and healthy happiness.

While there is a "time to
weep"—O my friends! these
times to weep; how often they
come and how long they last!
There is also a "time to laugh;"
so God tells us in his book. There
Is a time to be cheerful, there is «
time to be full of sunshine, a time
to be fully exuberant in the
outflow of all emotional joys, Iin

the liftings up of high mental
delight, in the out-goings of pure
and lofty spiritual enjoyment.
This is right; this is

commendable; and we shall see
in the course of this discussior
that it is necessary for our bodily
mental, and spiritual health to
have just such enjoyments.

174
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“For the time past of our life
may suffice us to have wrought
the will of the Gentiles, when
we walked in lasciviousness,
lusts, excess of wine, revellings,
banquetings, and abominable
idolatries:” This second text is
from Peter's letter to Christians
of his day. He reminds them that

they ought to follow Christ,
which is the great idea of
Christianity. He wished to
remind them that they used to
walk in revellings, banquetings,
and excess—these things were
the bitter fruits of their former
ungodly tastes and appetites.
They did not know any better.
But now, he says, you are
redeemed ones of Jesus Christ.
Now | warn you, that you do
know better, and you must put
off the evil deeds, and live
spiritually and righteously in this
present evil world. You are no
longer heathen, but Christians—
the pledged, banded and bonded
followers of the holy Saviour, the
professors of a pure faith, a
"peculiar people,"” to keep your
garments even unspotted from
the world.

“Even in laughter the heart is
sorrowful; and the end of that
mirth is heaviness.” This third
text is from royal Solomon. Poor
old man! Poor man! He ought to
know (what he had found out to
his sorrow) that revellings is the
mother of all wretchedness, and
that the end of mirth is heaviness.
A heavy head, a heavy heart, a
heavy load on the conscience, a
heavy stupefied moral sense, a
heavy weight of remorse, a heavy
account with God, an oppressive,
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crushing weight of final and

everlasting retribution—these are

mirth's bitter catastrophe.

Now these three texts unite in
giving us a double truth for
discussion. First, tha€Christian

recreations are right, proper,

commendable, and beneficial—

but that sinful
dangerous to the body ang
damning to the soul. Let us
enlarge upon this proposition,
beginning with the first truth that

pleasures are

Christian recreations are right the

world over. We have already
seen that God's word does ng
forbid rightful enjoyments. This
book is not a teacher of Popist
penances, it was not written by
monks, or to turn the world into a
stupendous convent. The religior
of the Bible is radiant with the
light and the joys of heaven;
there is a world of sun-shine in
God's book. O troubled heart!
The spirit that book inspires is

never a gloomy one, nor morose.

It is a libel on our holy faith to

represent it as productive in itself

of melancholy, or denying men
any really innocent pleasurels.

IS not against innocent

enjoyments, but sinful ones

that God makes his protest.

The libel is an old one. The

sceptic who wants to caricature

174
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that bible before a young man,
and the frivolous trifler who
would turn life into a long frolic
and one unending carouse—
repeats the stale scoff in the face
of that young man, in order to
seduce him into profligacy and
ruin. But the Gospel is a system
of life, deliverance, hope, joy In
the Holy Spirit. It came to make
guilty men happy by making
them good, and by bringing them
Into peace with their God. Now,
in the very outset, | suppose that
this assembly agree that we all
need—that men and women, old
and young—need recreation. Not
only rest from toil (and the
people of this country are the
most overworking people on
earth) but we need the occasional
restorative ofrecreation. | use
that word in its etymological
sense—to re-create, to make a
man over again as good as new.

You and | work ourselves down.
Then we must be built up again.
We need to unbend. We should
not keep the bow always strung,
else it loses its elasticity. Men
were not created to be always
drudges. They were to play once
in a while as well as toilAll
work makes a man a sorry
slave. All play makes him a
sorrier fool. The wise person
avoids both extremes. God has
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not only given all powers of
enjoyment, but recreation is ar
absolute need. | must have it, sp
must you. The best men have
always found it so. Biographies
of the most healthful Christians
reveal them as unwinding in ar
innocent  sportiveness.  Their
grave faces relax sometimes inty
what the old Puritan used to cal
"the  Christian  liberty  of
laughing."  Their  overactive
brains are regaled with a healthy
holiday. When at work, they
work like men and Christians.
When at play, they unbend and
sport like little children. That is
human nature; that is wise; that i
beautiful.
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Martin Luther bends over that
German translation of the book
of God. Martin Luther elaborates
his treatises against the great
Romish delusion; and refreshe!
himself by hearing his beautiful
wife, Catherine, sing sweet
songs, and by decorating
Christmas trees for his children
Granville Sharp never played

V)

more sweetly on human
sympathies when he wag
arousing the world for the

emancipation of the slaves, than
when he used to retire from his
philanthropies to play upon his
flute in his terrace overhanging
the ThamesBuxton is good at

hunting abuses in Parliament. He
Is equally good in hunting with
dog and gun over the English
forest. Wilberforce battles all

day for God and humanity;
labours for Bible circulation;
labours for genuine reform;

labours for Christian missions,
and for India; and then goes
home to amuse his children with
delightful stories, and trundles a
hoop with them all around his
garden at Clapham. He is as
happy as a swallow. Blessed,
blessed man! He had a right to be
happy, for he laboured like his
Master. Who had a better right
than he, to let his soul flow out in
its innocent joy?

Now, then, we come to the
practical point of this
discourse-What kind of

recreation do men need?For
whatever a man needs, according
to his God-given nature, is right.
Fix that first in your minds.
Taking this as a clue in your
hands, my young friends, you
will be guided into the path of
right and safety.

The daily labourer who toils

twelve out of the twenty-four
hours, probably finds no
recreation like simple rest. Lying
down upon his bed is recreation.
The Sabbath comes to him with
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rest; social joys in his humble
home are a part of his recreation;
an occasional hour in somsg
library, or listening to

discoursings of truth, is healthful
recreation. The great idea with
him is Rest! Rest!

The student needs change of
occupation—physical exercise
That weakened form of his,
which bends over the book until
his face becomes as bloodless as
the page he scans, should go o
into God's free air, and all the
better for him if the hand that is
idle should swing the axe, or pull
the oar upon the stream. | never
shall forget a walk with that
greatest of modern poets—thg
now departed Wordsworth—over
the hills which he has made
immortal; and as | saw the heart
and healthful countenance of thg
great poet, | understood what his
servant meant when he said—
"My master's study is always out
of doors." One of the acutesi
minds in all England, Carlyle
once vented itself in this way to
me—"My greatest pleasure is tg
mount my horse and ride out in
the teeth of the wind away from
these smoky streets of London."

U
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We have many methods of
recreation open to the mosi
conscientious and godly

minded—Books! books which
lift the soul up to the mountain-
top; books which take me to
Pisgah's heights, and permit me
to survey the realm of God's
universe; books which enliven
me and lead me to the recesses of
the heart; books which bring me
nearer to God in all his works;
books which | can make fireside
companions; each one of them,
as it were a vial, containing the
extract and essence of a great
heart.Books make the first and
purest of our recreations!

But, methinks, some one starts
up in this house and says—"May
| read books ofiction?" Yes, sir,
on two conditions only—first,
that you never read any but those
which are pure and soul-
elevating; and next that you only
read those as theoccasional
recreation of a mind fatigued by
severer duties. It is as if you ask
me, while sitting at a table—
"May | eat that sweet dessert?"
"Yes, after you have dined on
healthy food." But woe to him
who feeds his body on sweets
alone! Woe to the young men or
maidens, who have no good
books in their heads or hearts! |
believe there IS more
demoralisation of the young,
more loss of character and
incipient infidelity, resulting
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from the vile pages of certain
pestilential literature, which

alcohol, where the use be an
abuse of the user. The great

swarms in this country, than from dangers connected with the opera
any other source which Satam do not lie in the music, but in the
employs to ruin our youth. But a usual accompaniments of the

good book—a good book is one

of God's best gifts to us.

Next to books comesmusic
music from the cradle—hymns

play-house; a subject of which
we shall speak hereafter.
Galleries of art, scientific
lectures—are all means of
recreation within the reach of the

which the sweet-voiced mother young; and | do thank those

sings in our infancy—to the
plaintive dirge that floats over
the green sward, where we ar
laid to our rest. Music when it
comes in the swelling oratorio,
swelling and rolling in surges on
the soul like the sound of many

waters on the beach—or the

martial air stirring the soul like

the sound of a trumpet on the

tented field; or the charming
evening hymns sung by our
beloved ones at the altar of ou

public benefactors, who are
bringing to our shores so many
~ masterpieces of genius; and were
| possessed of a princely fortune
(like him who was the princely
constructor of this edifice,) one
of the best gifts | would give to
the young men of New-York
would be some great hall, in
which, turning their feet from
every wicked place, they might
come in and enlighten their
[ reason and purify their hearts in

14

homes; or the anthems sung by the Jong evenings of this season

the great congregations, rolling
up to mingle with the oratorios of
heaven—the ceaseless song ¢
the ransomed and redeemed!

| care not that Satan has stole
music and perverted it to sensue
and infernal uses. That is ng
more reason why | should not
make my heart praise my Maker
than that the vile abuse of
anything is an argument agains
its uses, unless as in the case

of the year.

pf Without dwelling farther on
specific recreations, we come to
this principle—that whatever
N makes your body healthier,
your mind happier, and your
immortal soul purer, is
Christian recreation. If you
» never depart from these good
sayings, you will never bring
U down the maledictions of God,
Df who pronounced such fearful

g
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curses upon the reveller ang
those who are given to
banquetings and excess.
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In treating of recreations, | have
gone upon the principle that they
are sought for useful and lawful
purposes. "Whatever you do, dc
all for the glory of God." Every
Christian ought to take his

religion into his pleasures, just as

much as into his business or hi
church. No Christian ought evel

to spend an evening in any place

from which he could not return
with the most devout and
graceful approach to his Saviour
as he bends on his knee in hi
closet to spend the last hour o
the day, as it flies up to God with
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its account.

Secondly, when most people
when seek amusement, there is
something very different in
their minds, than a desire for
healthy and wholesome
recreation. In this part of my
discourse, | wish to treat of this
different thing. It is not
recreation; it is not for the sake
of being better fitted for life's
cares and toils and heroic
duties—but it is pleasure for its
own sake and ultimate end—and
the gay, frivolous, and
pleasure-loving are generally in
pursuit of that. They do not
merely seek refreshment; they
desire stimulation and high
excitement. A wise man, for
instance, drinks for refreshment.
Of course he drinks pure water,
or something that will not
stimulate. On the other hand, the
sensualist drinks for stimulation.
He goes to the bottle which
maddens and intoxicates. The
love of excitement is what fills
our taverns. The great mass of
men goes to immoral places for
what? For recreation? Not at
all—but for excitement; and the
more fiery, the more stimulating,
the better.

Here is the supreme attraction of
the theatre, the gaming-house,
the drinking-saloon, the billiard-
room. Within those brilliantly
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chief
high

the
the

lighted
attractions

places,
are

excitements to the lusts of the

youth, as well as the worn-out
debauchee. The only reason
why young men seek such place
are the very reasons why they
should not seek them. Instead ¢
rest to the body and delightful
entertainment to the mind, they
are indisputably destructive ang
poisonous. Such writers as thos
in this city who, during the last
few months or the last year, have
advocated dramatic
entertainments, mistake the mai
position, when they confound
Innocent recreation with sinful
pleasures. One is right and th
other is ruinous. Everything that
rests my body or mind, improves
my health and elevates my sou
Is commendable. Everything tha
stimulates my lustful
propensities, until | become a
walking maniac; everything that
debauches my body, weakens m
conscience, excites  impurg
thoughts, and makes my soul {
horrendous house of imagery
everything that makes me forge
God and eternity; is dangerous
and in the last damnable.

To this test we must bring the
theatre, the midnight carouse
and the ball-room. Do they
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provide refreshment of strength

and mind? Does the drinking-

house provide such refreshment?
Do they improve or profit, or do

they demoralize and destroy for
time and eternity? That is the
question. | do not suppose any
'Ideal' or 'imaginary' theatre, any
ideal ale-house. | am not

discussing an imaginary state of
the drama, where the audience
are all saints, the actors are all
apostles; where the curtain would
rise to the sound of prayer
instead of an overture, and the
performance would close with

the Doxology instead of a song
sung by a buffoon; where no

possible farce on the stage could
be so ridiculous a farce as the
audience. Such a state of things
IS imaginary.

Introduce such a thing into a
New York theatre, and it would
be deserted in one day! Introduce
a theatre in which such plays as
Hannah More's sacred dramas
were to be performed by
conscientious performers, and the
whole class of theatre-goers
would desert it in a week. As the
preacher entered at one door, the
profligate would go out of the
other. As the deacon entered, the
beer drinker would retire. As the
gracious mother came with her
pure daughters, the painted harlot
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would take flight to some more
congenial environment.

All who are attracted and
stimulated by the lustful drama,
by the indelicate innuendo, by

the ballet dancers, by the winet

saloon, never, depend upon it
would waste a dollar upon &
puritanical theatre! It would be

tasteless and insipid to them—it

would be deserted in mass—an
who would fill their places?
Would you? Would 1? Would my
congregation like to know that |
filled one of the vacant places in
that theatre? For myself, | car
say that | have succeeded i
obtaining all the recreation | have
felt necessary, and an exuberar
flow of spirit, without ever

having entered the theatre
witnessed an opera, played

game of cards, attended a ball, g
indulged in the excitement of the
wine-cup.

Millions tonight are empty in

purse, character, and godliness

and empty of hope, from having
tried each or all of them! Why,
do you not know that the real

attraction of such places is the

temporary excitement? All that

IS passion-exciting in tragedy,
and mirth-exciting in comedy, is
brought in. In one thrilling scene,

o
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a mother shrieks out her agony

T~

for her lost boy; in another, a

betrayed mistress wreaks revenge
on her paramour; and in another,
a ribald scoffer burlesques the
most sacred passages of the
blessed book of God. It feeds the
passion; the eye is not forgotten
by the scene-painter, nor the
actress in the dress that
captivates and inflames the lust.

Those that cannot be drawn by
the stage are drawn by the
exciting  accompaniments—by
the music, the wine-saloon, the
presence of tempters to midnight
debauchery.

"Skilled in doing evil' would |
write over the entrance of every
theatre that ever stood in this
metropolis. "He that is wise, let
him not enter in there."

"By their fruits you shall know
them,” is the test the world
applies to us, my beloved fellow-
professor of Christ's gospel. It is
a good test. | wish Christians
would not forget it. "By their
fruits you shall know them;" and
| in turn say to the lover of
pleasure—will you let me apply
that to your own amusements?
By your fruits | would know you.
And now | come to the theatre,
(saying nothing about cards, the
wine-cup, or the ball-room,) and
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ask—Does it improve the moralg
of those who deliberately atteng

it? Would a sensible merchant

hire a young man into his
business, make him his
bookkeeper, confident, or

cashier, on the strength of the

knowledge that that young mar

regularly attended the theatre?

The theatre has led more to th
workhouse and to ruin, than
probably any other source of
temptation to the young, ever
known in the history of our
metropolis.

Secondly—if the theatre is 4
good school of morals, why do
not the teachers Ilearn anc
practice their own lessons? It is :
poor gospel that does not convel
its own advocates. Now, far be i

from me to impugn the character

of all performers; but in the best
days of the dramas, Dr. Johnso
used to say, he avoided thei
company, because of theil
tempting him to lust. Ought a

lady to attend any place where

she will see her own sex
unclothed? That simple fact, 3

part and parcel of theatricals, is$

one of its most bitter and burning
condemnations.

Again, if the drama is conducive
to piety and morality, if it is
productive of purity, why does it

|1~4
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attract the debauched, the
drunkard, and the profligate?
While | do not say that no man of
good morals has ever attended it,
| do say that the loathsome
people of this city have a most
striking passion for theatre-
going; and where the immoral all
love to go, the Christian ought
never to go. Would any young
lady in this house like to hear
that her pastor had been in the
playhouse? If she saw me
preaching Christ after seeing me
there, would she not probably
have a far more Vvivid

recollection of the play-house
than appreciation of the truth |
tried to teach? But God's test is
the best—"and the end of that
mirth is heaviness.” Proverbs
14:13

When Dr. Harvey heard a lady
speak of the pleasures of the
theatre in reply to the question as
to what they were—"First," she
said, “the pleasure of
anticipation before | go;
secondly, the pleasure of
participation while I am there;
and thirdly, the pleasure of
recollection in recalling the play
after | am gone." "Madam!" said
that Christian gentleman,
"Madam! You forget one
pleasure." "What is it, sir?" "It is
the pleasure ofretrospection,
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when on the dying-bed you look
back on a life immersed in such
frivolities as that." That was her
last "pleasure of recollection" of
a night in a theatre.

Do you say that many dramatic
productions are masterpieces ¢
intellect? | do not deny it. | do
not deny that Shakespeare's play
are the best of all plays, and ye
across that resplendent sun of h
imperial intellect, how many a
dark spot of obscenity and
profanation, almost blasphemy
So much so, that when a femal
master of the art undertook tc
read those plays Dbefore
promiscuous audience, she wa
obliged to leap from point to
point, from passage to passag:s
as one crossing a stream woul
leap from stone to stone, in orde
to keep a dry foot.

=
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My friends, it is not necessary to

enter a theatre to receive
intellectual pleasure, from
Shakespeare or any othe

dramatist. You can have it by the

fireside without the
contaminating vices of the play-
house. But if the grandest
dramatic pieces that ever leape
full-grown from the brains of the
great master of English poetry
and philosophy, are only to beg

/S
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learned by my son and daughte
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at the expense of their virtue |
would lay them in their graves,
ignorant of the first line that
Shakespeare ever penned! There
are higher walks of knowledge
still—walks that | can tread in
company with the angels—walks
that | can take with my Divine
Master—walks from mountain-
top to mountain-top, out into the
great landscape in which | study
God, and see my Father in all his
works.

Now look upon this question in
whatever light you choose, these
places of excitement, not
recreation, cannot bear scrutiny
any more than any of the sinful
excitements | have barely alluded
to. | have dwelt upon the theatre
as a 'representative amusement’,
knowing that much we have said
in regard to it would apply to
kindred places of pernicious
excitement.
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My last argument against it is,
oh! how many a heart that ha
been touched by the Holy Spiri
during the last revival year; ho
many a young man who ha
melted in the prayer-meeting,
thrilled under the sermon, bee
aroused by the Spirit to th
grandeur of a Christian life and
the claims of God and the glor
of heaven—how many such

young man dates his first relaps
and first steps of apostasy, to on
or more of the ten thousang
scenes of ‘fashionable
amusement’, which surround hin
in New York! That noble man,
Mr. Noel of London, allied by
birth to the nobility of earth—
and by the new birth to the
nobility of heaven, says that a

youth came to London and gave

himself up to teaching and
Christian service. By and by he
missed him from the church—
(that is the first step, my young

friends)—then he heard that he

was the frequenter of a play-

house; from the play-house he

traced him to the tavern; from the
tavern to the sceptic’'s club; ang
then down he went rapidly with
the necessary gravitation of sin
to the very depths of sin and
debauchery. That young man
whose mother would not have
recognised him had he beer

l
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brought to her door, lay strandec

S

upon life's shore, wrecked in
body and wrecked in character.
Mr. Noel was summoned to his
dying-bed, and as he entered the
room he saw that the young man
was within a step of eternity. He
took him by the hand—(oh! that
pastors of the present day would
take young men by the hand!
you, my young friends, need
men's hands, but God's hand
most of all)—he took him by the
hand and talked with him of
Christ and hope in the dying
hour. The young man lay under it
all in total and terrible despair, as
if he had quenched the Spirit
forever—the last light seemed to
have gone out. Noel bade him
farewell and left him in
indescribable agony of soul; but
as he lifted the latch, the young
man started up with a convulsive
movement and begged him to
return. The pastor went back to
his bed. The young man
mustering all his strength, drew
his face down and whispered in
his ear, "Il am damned! | am
damned!" and then fell back
upon his pillow, and in a few
moments was before his God!

If the play-house and the sceptic-
club bring such retributions as
that, what Christian father or
mother will ever consent that
their loved ones should tread
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such fearfully slippery places?

| will now present several
simple tests and | shall have
completed this discussion.

1. Every recreation which makes

me stronger in body, happier in
mind, and purer in heart, is
beneficial.

2. Every amusement which is no
an excitement, but the means @
healthful recreation and
improvement, is allowable for a
Christian. | stand upon my
Christian right in reference to

them all—a healthy conscience
enlightened of God, is to be the

best judge.

3. No Christian should ever takg
part in any entertainments from
which he cannot conscientiously
turn to his Bible and his closet.

4. No Christian should frequent
any place which Jesus Chris
would forbid if he were
personally on earth; nor shoulg
he be seen in places s
questionable that irreligious
people would be startled in
finding him there. "Abstain," my
friends, "from all appearance of
evil."

y

5. Let me remind you of the best
rule of all—God's rule. Here it is,
whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, in work or
pleasuredo all to the, glory of
God. Then, when all your
activities are in full play for God,
and your brain at work in blessed
schemes for studying and
honouring him, vyour hands
occupied in leading men in paths
of purity and truth, your whole
self happy in yourwork, your
principles, your recreations—
that is life, oh! That is life!

You and | have heard sometimes
a military band approaching from
the distance. We first catch the
notes of the horn, then the rich
swell of the bugle; then, as the
band comes nearer, the finer,
gentler, and more delicate
instruments mingle in with their
harmony, until at length they
come upon us with full burst!
The ear feeds on the exquisite
harmony, as the bee feeds on the
honey of the flower. So a man
who says, "Whatever | do, | will
do for the glory of God," finds in
one act a beautiful melody; in the
next act a sweet harmony; in the
next a delicious joy; and so he
goes on in full play and full
work, nobly blending power with
power, affection with affection,
and all with God; and making life
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a joyous procession to the soun
of horn, timbre, and trumpet, he

sweeps in at last through the

heavenly gates to the raptures
Paradise. O blessed Saviour!

Let your service be my
unending recreation—your
presence my everlasting
delight!

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
IS LIBERTY AND FUN

By David Cloud

eople, in the name of
“freedom,” frequently

leave good fundamentalist
Bible-believing churches to join
one of the looser, easy-going
congregations which abound in
these apostate end
Commonly, they
lackadaisical  about
attendance, putting more
emphasis upon personal an
family relaxation and recreation,
upon sports and the grea
outdoors and an endless variet
of activities unconnected with

are
church

God’'s service. They exchange
their feminine dresses for pants

and shorts and other immodes
attire, even joining the half-

naked crowd at the beaches.

They trade the old hymns of the
faith for the jazzy charismatic

times.
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“praise” music and Christian
rock. They develop a careless
attitude toward doctrine,

emphasising, instead, “love” and
“unity.” Their ecumenical

sympathies Increase
dramatically, as does their

aversion to biblical separation.
When asked about the change,
they testify: “I feel mordiberty
now, morelove | am havingfun;
| am glad to be free dégalism |

don’t hear criticism at my
church; no onejudges what
others do.”

Through the years | have

witnessed with sorrow a number
of Christian friends who were
captured by this fleshly trap.

These are confused about the
nature of Bible Christianity.
Consider the following Bible
preachers. Would a person who
focuses on liberty and fun be

comfortable under such
preaching?
JAMES

“Ye adulterers and

adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God?

whosoever therefore will be
a friend of the world is the

enemy of God” (James
4:4).
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JOHN THE DISCIPLE

JOHN THE BAPTIST

“Love not the world,
neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but
iIs of the world. And the
world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God
abideth for ever” (1 John
2:15-17).

“But when he saw many of
the Pharisees and

Sadducees come to his

baptism, he said unto them
O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?
Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for repentance: And
think not to say within
yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father: for |
say unto you, that God is
able of these stones to rais
up children unto Abraham.
And now also the axe is
laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every treg

D

which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire”
(Matt. 3:7-10).

PETER

“As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves
according to the former
lusts in your ignorance: But
as he which hath called you
Is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye
holy; for I am holy. And if
ye call on the Father, who
without respect of persons
judgeth according to every
man's work, pass the time
of your sojourning here in
fear” (1 Peter 1:14-17).

PAUL

“Let no man deceive you
with  vain  words: for

because of these things
cometh the wrath of God
upon the children of
disobedience. Be not vye
therefore partakers with
them. For ye were
sometimes darkness, but
now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of
light: (For the fruit of the

Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth;)
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Proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord. And have no
fellowship with the
unfruitful works of

darkness, but rather reprove

them” (Ephesians 5:6-11).

“For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world;
Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great Goo
and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself
for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of
good works” (Titus 2:11-
14).

These men do not sound like

modern liberty-fun sort of guys,
to me. They preached liberty
from eternal destruction through
the blood of Christ, but they did
not preach liberty to live as one
pleases. The term “liberty” is

used in these two different ways

in the book of Galatians. Pau
refers to the believer's liberty

|1~4

from a works gospel (Gal. 2:4),

but he warns of using Christian
liberty as an “occasion for the
flesh.” “For, brethren, ye have
been called unto liberty; ONLY
USE NOT LIBERTY FOR AN
OCCASION TO THE FLESH,
but by love serve one another”
(Gal. 5:13). The Christian has no
liberty to walk in any type of
unholiness, no liberty for moral
looseness, no liberty to serve the
world. To the liberty-fun
Christian, his personal freedom is
the chief issue in the decisions he
makes about daily living. To the
Bible-believing Christian, God’s
pleasure and the edification of
God’s people and the salvation of
the unsaved is the chief issue.

There is no emphasis upon “fun”
in the Bible. The emphasis is
upon obedience, extreme
spiritual caution, and spotless
separation from the world. The
previously quoted Bible
preachers sound like the old-
fashioned Bible-believing men of
God of past generations who
railed against sin and called
God’'s people to holiness and
separation from this wicked
world. The average worldly
Christian today would not be
comfortable under this type of
preaching. If these holy men of
old were to stand before them
and preach what we have
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recorded in our Bibles, no doubif
they  would be labelled
judgmental, fun-hating legalistic
Pharisees.

Sadly, those who are crying for
liberty and fun are described in 2
Timothy 4:3-4.

“For the time will come
when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves
teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn
away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned
unto fables.”

They search out teachers whq
will preach a positive
Christianity, who will encourage
them in their idolatry of “fun”
and their yearnings for carna
“liberty.”

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12 AND
10:23

But Brother Cloud, aren’t you
forgetting 1 Corinthians 6:12 and
10:23? Let's consider those
verses in their context:

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-13 --
“All things are lawful unto me,
but all things are not expedient

all things are lawful for me, but |

will not be brought under the
power of any. Meats for the
belly, and the belly for meats: but
God shall destroy both it and
them. Now the body is not for
fornication, but for the Lord; and
the Lord for the body.”

1 CORINTHIANS 10:23-24 --
“All things are lawful for me, but
all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but all
things edify not. Let no man seek
his own, but every man another's
wealth.”

These verses are frequently
misused today by those who
desire liberty to fulfil their carnal
desires. These would have us
believe that the Apostle Paul is
saying the Christian has liberty to
wear immodest clothing and
watch indecent movies and go to
the beach half naked and listen to
wicked rock music, to fellowship
with anyone who says he “loves
Jesus” regardless of his doctrinal
beliefs, etc. Is that what the Holy
Spirit through Paul meant by the
statement “all things are lawful
unto me”? By no means!
Obviously there are limitations
on the Christian’s liberty. The
New Testament Scriptures, in
fact, put great limits upon our
“liberty.” We are not free to
commit fornication (1 Cor. 6:16-
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18; 1 Thess. 4:3-6), nor to beg
involved in any sort of
uncleanness (1 Thess. 4:7), nor t
fellowship with the unfruitful

works of darkness (Eph. 5:11)
nor to be drunk with wine (Eph.
5:18), nor to allow any corrupt
communication to proceed out of
our mouths (Eph. 4:29), nor to
allow any filthiness of the flesh
or spirit (2 Cor. 7:1), nor to be
involved in anything which has

even the appearance of evil (1

Thess. 5:22), nor to love the
things that are in the world (1

John 2:15-17), nor to befriend the
world (James 4:4), nor to dress

immodestly (1 Tim. 2:9), etc.

did
meant

What,
mean?

then,
He

the apostle
that

blood of Christ, free from the
wages of sin, free from the
condemnation of the law, freg
from the ceremonies of the
Mosaic covenantbut not free to
sin, and not free to do anything
which is not expedient or
edifying He explains himself
perfectly in both passages. In ]
Corinthians 6:12-13, he uses th
example of eating meat. In 1
Corinthians 8:1-13 and 10:23-28
he uses the example of eatin
things which have been offereg
to idols. In all such things like

the
Christian has been set free by the

0o

14

14
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that, the Christian is free. There

are no dietary restrictions for the
New Testament Christian as
there were under the Mosaic law.
We do not have to fear idols; we
know they are nothing. This is
the type of thing Paul is referring
to in 1 Corinthians, if we allow

him to explain himself in the

very context of the statements,
rather than attempt to put some
strange meaning upon his words
which would fill the Bible with

contradiction. He addresses
exactly the same thing in
Romans chapter 14. The

Christian is free from laws about
eating and keeping holy days
(Rom. 14:2-6). We are not to
judge one another in these
matters. This does not mean we
are not to judganythingand that
we are free to do whatever we
please. Such a philosophy is
obviously contrary to the entire
tenor of the New Testament
writings and is an appalling
perversion of these passages.
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FOUR TESTS FOR
CHRISTIAN ACTIVITIES
In the two passages in

Corinthians, Paul gives four tests

to determine whether the
Christian should allow a certain
thing in his life: (1) Does it bring
me under its power? (2) Is it
expedient? (3) Does it edify? (4)
Does it help or hinder my fellow
man, does it cause my fellow
man to stumble? Again, these ar
tests which are applied not tg
sinful things which already are
forbidden to the Christian, but to
things the Bible does not
specifically address. The sincers
application of these tests tg
things commonly allowed in the
world of popular Christianity
would put a quick stop to many
practices. Rock music does bring

people under its power; it does

not spiritually edify; it is
influenced by demons (a simple
study of the history of rock music
will confirm this) and is not
therefore expedient for the
Christian who is instructed to be
sober and vigilant against the
wiles of the devil; it appeals to
the flesh which the Christian is
supposed to crucify. Immodesit
clothing, such as shorts ang
bathing suits,does hinder our
fellow man by putting before him

U

A1

a temptation to sin in his thought

life; it does not edify those who
see us clothed in such a fashion;
it does cause others to stumble.
Ecumenical relationships

between those who believe sound
New Testament doctrine and
those who do not, hinders my
fellow man and causes him to
stumble by confusing him about
what is true and what is false
Christianity, by giving him the

impression that doctrine is not
important; such relationships are
not edifying because they
weaken the believer's spiritual
discernment and zeal for the faith
once delivered to the saints.

The Bible says we have liberty in
Christ, liberty from eternal
condemnation, liberty to serve
Christ and to enjoy our
unspeakably wonderful salvation
in Christ, but not liberty to sin,
not liberty to do whatever we
please with our lives, not liberty
to do anything which is not
expedient or edifying The
Apostle Paul had such a low
view of “personal liberty” that he
was willing to forego the eating
of meat for the rest of his life if
he thought that such eating
would offend his brother or cause
his brother to stumble in any way
(1 Cor. 8:13). He did not have
the idea that he was in this world
to live as he pleased. Contrast
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this view of Christian liberty
with that which is so popular

today. Those who are consumed

with their “liberty” will not
forego even highly questionable
things for the sake of glorifying
Christ and edifying their fellow
man. When confronted with such
things, they become puffed ug

and lash out against a straw man

they call “legalism.”
A SLIPPERY SLOPE

Dear friends, beware of this trap
It is a slippery slope. Once you
have begun to fight for your
"liberty," where do you stop? If
you accept the lie that the very
concept of drawing a line for
Christian standards IS
“legalistic,” that the emphasis of
the Christian life should be upon
“liberty,” you suddenly have no
boundaries. We have seen
repeatedly that there is ng
stopping. Those who enter this
path are on a backward
downward slide. At first they
fight for the "liberty" to wear

loose pants, but soon they are

wearing tight pants. They fight
for the "liberty" to wear loose
fitting longer shorts, but soon
they are wearing shorter and
shorter shorts. They want the
liberty to miss some services, bu
soon they are missing a Iarg£

percentage of them. They want
the liberty to bob their hair, but
soon they cut it off like a man's.
They want the liberty to listen to
jazzy praise music, but soon they
are loving contemporary hard
rock music. They want the liberty
to watch some questionable
videos, but soon they are
watching R-rated ones. They
want the liberty to fellowship
with those who are "evangelical,"
but soon they are fellowshipping
even with those who have a false
gospel. Or at least they become
sympathetic with and defensive
of those who are doing such
things.

You do not lose anything
whatsoever by holding the
strictest line of Christian
standards in this present evil
world, but you have much to lose
if you loosen those standards.
One thing those who let down
their standards often lose is their
children, to the world.

“For, bDbrethren, ye have
been called unto liberty;
ONLY USE NOT
LIBERTY FOR AN
OCCASION TO THE
FLESH, but by love serve
one another” (Galatians
5:13).
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“As free, and NOT USING
YOUR LIBERTY FOR A
CLOAK OF
MALICIOUSNESS, but as
the servants of God” (1
Peter 2:16).

“While they promise them
liberty, they themselves are the
servants of corruption: for of
whom a man is overcome, of the

same is he brought in bondage/’

(2 Peter 2:19)

TRUTH YF-YAF
COMBINED MEETING

By Liz Thng

What?
COMBINED MEETING 2007

Who?
TYFers + TYAFers (and some
say AFer, um.. just 1)

When?
Sat 22 Sep 07, 1900hrs

Where?
03-08

How?
7pm
Singspiration by Joanna

7.10pm
2 latecomers slipped into the
super-packed room sneakily (tsk
tsk.. tsk...)
7.15pm
Ice-Cube Breaking Time by
Joan. Task 1: Locate the missing
cubes. Behind the folded tables,
on top of the cupboards, above
the aircon? Underneath the
chairs, and finally the last one
dugged out from behind the
piano by the doctor. Task 2:
Form-the-name-find-the-person-
grab-the-hand Game. Powerful
permutation skills displayed by
Joan in fitting so many names
into 9cubesX6sides=54
alphabets. Amazing hide-a-
human-in-a-cupboard tricks by
YFers. Inspiring sweets as
rewards for both winners and
losers.

7.30pm
Aircon became faulty, room
became warm (Or was the
fellowship warming up so
quickly that it overloaded the
cooling unit?)
7.45pm
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Time to sharpen our iron swords
Brother Dominino the former
farmer on how not all iron’s

suitable to sharpen the tools of
the trade. Pr 27:17 “Iron
sharpeneth iron; so a man

sharpeneth the countenance of

his friend.” Patience, time and
energy is required for the
exercise. Self-denial, maid

fellowship & brethren’s support

during father’'s demise. Ps 133:1
“Behold how good and how

pleasant it is for brethren to dwell

together in unity!”

8.45pm

Discussion Time. Q1. Draw
some spiritual truth that are
relevant to our theme, based on
Hebrews 10:24 “And let us
consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works”.
Q2. Is refreshment [important,

necessary] in any fellowship
group? Why? Q3. In what way
can the YAF sharpen the YF and
in what way can the YF sharpen
the YAF?

9.10pm

Q2 in action. Talk & talk & talk
over pastor’'s yummy chicken
(was it braised or pan-fried?),

Sara’s expensive-looking caviar,

Zuyi’s fattening potato salad, etc

etc..
10pm
CIAQ!

TRUTH YAF 15T ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

AND ELECTIONS 2007

By Dr Franco Wong

Truth YAF T Annual
General Meeting and
Elections 2007

21% July 2007

Room 03-06

Annual General Meeting
Chairman- Franco Wong

Present

Members-

Pro-Tem: Advisor- Rev Dennis
Kwok, President- Franco Wong,
Secretary- Sara Wong, Treasurer-
Tam Alan, Publicity and
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Publications Secretary- Audrey
Tam

Benjamin Yeo, Haw Shuen
Siang, He Yirong, Wong Kai
Leong, Karen Sim, Kwok
Yumin, Lee Serene, Ng Boon
Choo, Tammy Ho

Friends- Esther, Liz Thng,
Steven, Valerie Loh, Ye Zuyi

The AGM began with the
reading of the YAF themes for
both 2006 and 2007: 1 Pete
1:15-16 & Eph  4:12-13
respectively. The reference of
“‘guorum” was decided to be
comprised of the “in-coming

members” of YAF, because there

were no members as yet, ir
tandem with the Church’s
reference in the®1Truth Annual
Congregational Meeting. A
quorum of a full 2100% was met,
and Sara briefed the YAF of theg
AGR. Following which, Alan
gave a presentation of the
treasurer's report and the
accounts of the YAF. The AGR
was passed by Yirong, and
seconded by Benjamin.

L4

Elections

Chairman- Rev Dennis Kwok

The Elections followed after the

AGR. The Pro-Tem decided to a
two-round voting system for the

elections of the YAF Ex-co. This

was to ensure that all nominees
were first voted in based on
confidence votes before they
were voted to their respective
offices. All the nominees were

voted in at the first round. The

following are the respective

offices they were voted into by

majority vote:

President- Franco Wong
Honourary Secretary-

Tam

Honourary Treasurer- Tam Alan
Publicity  and Publications
Secretary- Haw Shuen Siang

Audrey

Rev Dennis then proceeded to
preach from 1Cor 4:1-4- God has
given all of us different gifts and

talents and we are to use them to
serve God and one another,
because of the constraints by the
love of Christ. The new office

bearers cannot do the task alone.
They need the prayers and
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support of the members in orde
to carry out their duties well.
And we ought to do so, as we ar
required to be faithful. We are
not required to excel, but to be
faithful. To be faithful is to be
humble, like our Master, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Only then, car
we serve one another faithfully,
Leaders are to serve.

—

Faithfulness should start now
not till we are at our deathbed
Our God knows all our intent and
will judge. Let us be faithful and
not be like Demas whom Apostle
Paul said in 2 Tim 2:10, that he
had left the faith for the world. It
can happen to us too, even when
we seem to be serving well. Tg
sin is to be unfaithful.

It is by God’s providence that
TYAF has existed. We must
remember to let the truth of God
shine through us — Psalm 43:3.

After the  offerings and
announcements, Rev Dennis led
in the closing prayer.

God has been very faithful to the
YAF, and we pray that the new
Ex-co will submit to the Spirit's
leading to serve the YAF, and
that God will also move every
YAF members to uphold the Ex-
CO in prayer.

TESTIMONY OF MY
SERVICE IN TYAF PRO-
TEM

By Sara Wong

ooking back, | can only

thank God that despite

and inspite of who | am,

He allowed me to serve in
His ministry at the Truth Young
Adults’ Fellowship. This is a
ministry that is close to my heart
because | have always enjoyed
fellowshipping with brethren of
like-minded faith and also that
we are all growing together. We
are all growing in the challenging
years of being adults, having ‘full
control’ of our lives physically,
financially, emotionally and
relationally. As we struggle with
our daily walk, it's really a
comfort to know that we have
someone whom we can confide
in and trust that they can remind
us of the need to turn back to
God and even to pray for us.

Hence, | have felt that it was
really a great privilege for me to
serve in the Pro-tem of TYAF, at
its infant stage. Some may say
it's no big deal, since we have
functioned in similar capacity at
the previous church. In some
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sense, this is true. Yet, precisely
because we are at a new churc
we are also at a stage where wj
at the Pro-tem level, could star
things aright. On the surface
things seem the same. But durin
the Pro-tem meetings, we werg

able to trash things out -
objectives of YAF, how we
should run the meetings,

activities to hold, and of course
the Constitution. Thank God for
members who were able to voice
their opinions and discussed
matters without the need for
violence — physical or verbal.

The exhortations that we have

had at the start of the meeting
helped to set the tone anc
reminded us of our need tq
depend on God always.

U

=17 14

But to me, the greatest gain in

service is personal. Through
serving in TYAF (as in all
service), my faults surfaced

repeatedly. Not many know my
struggles, but God knows them
too well. And I'm amazed that
He still chose to allow me to
serve and bless me through the
service. The blessings came from
all fronts — the members of the
Pro-tem (for their patience, grace
and timely humour), the
members and friends of YAF (for
their encouraging words,
willingness to share their deepest
struggles, and faithfulness in
their service which in turn
encourages me), and our group
members (Purity and Olives — for
striving to take part in the
monthly meetings and keeping
awake deep into the night,
sharing and enjoying each other’s
presence). You cannot
underestimate how your actions
can encourage the leaders. One
recent episode underlined that
lesson to me: the combined
fellowship quiz. I'm most
encouraged that most of the
group members studied hard and
enjoyed the process and learnt
lessons from the spiritual
exercise.

45



Water Brooks Volume 2 Issue 3

| will miss being in the team to help run the TYABut my service
doesn’t end here. | am still to serve, albeit idifferent manner. | may
not be called to liaise with the different speaképswrite minutes or to
‘remind’ the team about events, but | can still@nmage, | can still pray.

To God be the glory.
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Birtheay Celebration
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Truth YAF Program (Dec 07)

DATE TOPIC SPEAKER 1/C
1 Am | afflicted or sick? Reading Rev Tan Kian Cedar
James 5:13-18 (Jas 5:15) Sing
Am | my brother's keeper? :
8 Reading James 5:19-20 (Jas 5:1&ev;’_an Kian Olive
20) ing
No Meeting — Church Gospel
15 - -
Rally
22 No Meeting - -
29 No Meeting - -
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