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FORBWORD

Be a soul winner. Although not every Christian is call ed to be a full-
time missionary to evangelise the lost, we are call ed to be a soul
winner. We begin right from where we are. We are witn  esses for
Christ to our unbelieving loved ones, friends, collea gues, classmates,
and even strangers! The last words of our Lord Jesus C  hrist before
He ascended up into heaven require all of God's childr en to be His
living witnesses “unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
This responsibility comes upon us regardless of wheth  er we are young
or old, rich or poor, strong or weak, since there is no respect of
persons in evangelism. We see unbelievers every day i n the streets,
schools, workplaces, homes, etc. How can we let them pass by us
without knowing who Christ is? How can we let them go  on in their
empty and meaningless life without knowing the Christ ~ who can give
them an abundant life? If we who know Christ donot  share Him with
others, how can we expect them to know Him?

We have aringing command from the Lord to be a soul  winner today.
Men everywhere are dying without Him day by day. The love of God
should compel us to be a soul winner. Let us always be r eady to share
the Good News as God gives us the opportunities.

This issue seeks to challenge you to be a soul winner f or Christ. May

you be encouraged by these articles and that they wil | inspire you to
be more proactive in the advancement of the Great C  ommission. May
the Lord of the harvest send forth labourers into Hi s harvest field

and may we promptly respond to His call and be chal lenged to the
saving of souls till He comes. Amen.

Rev Dennis Kwok
TMS Chairman
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A Worp From DR SH Tow:
Living THE GOSFEL

The Gospel message may be disseminated by the givin g out of Gospel
tracts as well as by the living out of Gospel truths. The latter is
especially needful to make the Gospel message effecti  ve.

Ah Siew was only fourteen years old when she leftho  me to work as
a maid with a Christian family. The mistress of the house told her
about Jesus. She listened to the Gospelintently. Asthe  days passed,
she observed the family consisting of a couple, and  their two children,
how they lived and how they conducted
themselves.

She observed their loving ways, their
speech and actions, their praying before
meals, and their nightly Family Worship.

After four years, Ah Siew approached
her mistress: "Mrs Choong, | want to be is shall all

a Christian like you. Your family is so know th atye are
loving and kind!" From that time, Ah Siew my disciples . .."
followed the family to Church every

Sunday and became a faithful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.

"Actions speak louder than words." Thisissotrue. As  our Lord had
said to the disciples, "By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:35).

As followers of the Lord Jesus, let us live like the Ma ster, humble
and meek, caring and kind one to another. May our live s attract
others to the Saviour.

*kkkk * * *kkkkkkk
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ARNCLE
ADDRESING SOME CoMmMON Excuses IN

PE@NAL E\A'\GEL'SM By bsHW YonG

If "Evangelism" or to "evangelise" may be defineda s the presentation
of Christ to man that they may put their trust in Him as their Saviour
and Lord through the working of the Holy Spirit, the term "personal
Evangelism" would make it more personal. It would be di stinguished
from evangelism in the form of public preaching, or tracting to
strangers, or even a missions trip which are various means of
evangelism. Personal evangelism, as the name suggests would refer
to evangelism on a more personal level - the indivi dual sharing of the
gospel to family, friends, colleagues, neighbours, or  someone you know
personally. One would think that personal evangelism p resents the
best opportunity to
preach the gospel to
those who have not
received the gospel.
In personal
evangelism, the
barriers one would
face under other
circumstances - such
as during street
evangelism - due to
the lack of familiarity
with the person one is
sharing the gospel
with, would not be
present. Yet the fact
is that to some
Christians, when
evangelism becomes

Per sonal Evanglism

friends, family personal, they find it
colleagues & membe rs more difficult and
neighbour challenging. Why?
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In fact, in personal evangelism, some Christians fi nd it challenging
precisely because of the familiarity they have with the person whom
they want to preach Christ to. The person already kno  ws their life,
and they have seen their faults and weaknesses. If Chr istians have
not been living a consistent holy life, they would f  ind it hard to tell
their family or friends about the Christ whom they b elieve in. Others
will just simply question them for their inconsistenci es in what they
preach and how they live. But this should not be an ex cuse for not
evangelising.

Firstly, Christians must remember that the gospel th ey preachis all
about Christ and not about them. The gospel is not eve n what
Christians have experienced in the gospel per se; i tis not about
their life. The gospel is about what Christ has done  in His life, and in
His death on the cross of Calvary and in His resurre  ction the third
day from the grave. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 says, "For I delivered unto
you first of all that which | also received, how tha t Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day according tothes  criptures:” Thisis
what the gospel is and this is what must be preached in personal
evangelism. Itis by grace through faith that one bel ieves the gospel;
one is then saved and his life changed. One's belief  or unbelief does
not make up the gospel. Christians are not saved by wh at they have
or have not done; they are saved by
what Christ has done. Therefore,
one's weaknesses and failures should
not be an excuse for not preaching
the gospel, for the message and the
power of the gospel lies in Christ
alone. Thus Christ must be preached
despite one's personal failings.

Secondly, Christians must however
remember that while the gospel is not
dependent on how a Christian lives his life, forth e gospel is all about
Christ, how a Christian lives his life would reflect the effect the
gospel has in a Christian's life. Christians are cal led "... a chosen
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generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, ap eculiar people; that
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath cal  led you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:" (1 Peter 2:9). A Christian is saved
to show forth Christin his life. Ephesians 5:8 also  says, "For ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are ye lightin the Lord:  walk as children
oflight:" A Christian must walk in light because heis now ligh tinthe
Lord. This means he must live arighteous and holy lif e. Aslight, he is
also to shine forth Christ in his life, which also describes the need
to preach forth Christ in his life. A Christian
who believes by grace through faith in the
gospel must live with Christ as His Saviour and
Lord; he ought to be living a holy and righteous
life; he ought to be an ambassador for Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:20). Thus instead of using a
disobedient Christian life as an excuse, he
should strive to live a holy and a righteous life
that he will not make the gospel something
others would despise.

In the same way then, one cannot use the and the lig
excuse of not being called to evangelise. One the World?
cannot say that God has not called me to be an

evangelist. If Christians are to be light, they must shine forth Christ
in their lives. When one is called to be a Christian , one has already
been called to be an ambassador for Christ. This was  what the Lord
Jesus Christ clearly taught in Matthew 5:14-16, "Ye are the light of
the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be h  id. Neither do men
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a can dlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your |  ight so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and gl orify your
Father which is in heaven." Can one then claim to be a light of Christ
and refuse to shine?

A Christian then also cannot say that he has no des ire to preach the

gospel to his loved ones. Think of one's grandparents , parents,
brother, sister, children, relatives, classmates, ¢ olleagues, boss,
employees, etc.; knowing that if they do nothave the  gospel they are
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lost, can one still have no desire to preach
the gospel to them? Can he still call the
people around him his loved ones, if he
shows no love to them? He shows no love
to them, because he knows those who do
not have the gospel have eternal
damnation and judgment in hell as their
eternal end. Some can spend so much time
with the people around them, knowing that
every second that pass brings them closer
to hell fire, yet they still can indulge in
small talk, and casual jokes all the while
knowing they have no hope beyond that
conversation, beyond this life. The love
of Christ must constrain us (1 Corinthians
5:14) to want to bring the gospel to those who are  closer to us.

The love of Christ
constr ai share
the gosp

Fear will also no longer be an excuse when Christ's love constrains
us. Knowing that our loved ones need the gospel; that  without the
gospel they are left hopeless with an eternalend o f sorrow and pain;
that we ourselves have experienced the great love of  Christ, would
we let our fears prevent us from preaching the gospel  ? Why would
one be afraid? Because of rejection? The response ot  hers may have
to the gospel is beyond our control, but we know we ar e called to be
lights to shine for Christ. Is one afraid because of the lack of
confidence in the gospel he preaches? He who has be lieved in the
gospel already knows of the powerful message of the g ospel. How
then can he be ashamed of the gospel? Romans 1:16: "For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the powe  r of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew fi rst, and also to
the Greek."

The gospel of Christ is a powerful gospel; one should not be ashamed
of it. This also takes away the excuse of the fear of persecution.
One should not be ashamed to suffer persecution for th e cause of
Christ, because one knows, itis for the cause of Chri st that he suffers
persecution or mocking. Itis in fact expected of Chri stians to suffer
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persecution for Christ's sake (2 Timothy 3:12: "Yea, and all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” ); anditis also a
blessing to suffer persecution for Christ's sake (Matt hew 5:10-12:
"Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousn  ess' sake:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, = when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manne r of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding g lad.: for great is
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the pro  phets which
were before you." ). Should one's fear of persecution overcome one's
love for his loved ones who are still without Christ ~ and without hope?

There is one more excuse which is that one doesn't kn  ow how to
preach the gospel. Just simply preach the same gospel thatyou have
heard, which you have received and believed in. You ma y not be able
to answer all the questions your friends and loved one s have; but the

same message of Christ can still be told to thosew  ho have not heard.

In conclusion, should there be any reason why one sho uld share the
gospel? There are at least two reasons.
First, the love of Christ compels one to
do so (1 Corinthians 5:14). We have
experienced Christ's love in our life in
His work on the cross for us, despite
the fact that we are so undeserving and
unworthy of Christ's love must already
move us to have a love for the lost,
especially towards those closest to us.
Second, it is for the glory of God. As
Christians, whatever we do is done to
glorify God. This would include
obedience to God's command for
Christians to live as light of the world,

as ambassadors of Christ. May God help
us. Amen.
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ARICLE

3 SMALE METHODS OF SHARNG THE GOSFEL
ByEiLEeN CHEE

Introduction

Sharing the gospel has always been a simple affair. In the book of
Acts, the apostles of Christ preached the gospel re  adily as they
journeyed from place to place (eg. Acts 3and 17). Th ey had no need
of an elaborate scheme or a pocket full of devices to share the
simple gospel. The gospel is a simple message, and so let it come
forth as such while we trust in the Holy Spirit to co nvict the hearer
by and by. Having said that, it does not mean thatw e can omit certain
elements of the gospel, such as the utter sinfulness o f man and
resurrection of Christ, to make it more palatable. A s imple message
is not a subtracted message.

Yet some of us still feel awkward and inadequate when i t comes to
presenting our faith. Somehow, we are under the impres  sion that we
need to be very creative and
innovative, just so that the
hearer's interest may be piqued
throughout (this does not mean
that you cannot be creative in your
introduction). Yet God only
requires us to be faithful and
Christ-centred (1 Corinthians 2:1)
when we share the gospel. As such,
do not allow any method to
overshadow the good old message.
We need to have more confidence
in the Word of God and the Work
of Christ.

With these things in mind, this article will procee  d by showing 3
simple methods of sharing the gospel.
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1.Using the Bible

This is the most important 'method'.
The gospel is not conjured or cooked
up by sinners for sinners. The gospel
comes from God and is hence revealed
to us through His Word. Whosoever
is listening to the gospel must see
that our faith is based on the Word
of God.

Just by simply using the Bible, there are many approac hes to
presenting the gospel. Sometimes the hearers are aske  dto read bible

verses, while other times they can just listenasth e bible verses are
being read to them.

One of the most common group of verses is known as th e "Romans’
Road." This consists of 5 main verses from the book o  f Romans which
includes Romans 1:20, 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9.

Another commonly used verse is John 3:16,
telling the sinner that God loves him so much
despite his sinful estate that He willingly sent
His only begotten Son to die for his sins.

Other than these, one can also present the gospel ¢ hronologically
yet succinctly from creation to the second coming of Christ.
Doubtless, this approach will require one to be well a  cquainted with
the general flow of events in God's plan of salvati  on. Although this
will require more time to present, it will help the | istener to realise

how intimately God is concerned with man.

Presenting the Ten Commandments is also another eff ective way of
sharing the gospel. This is primarily to expose the  sheer inability of
anyone to be perfect according to God's perfectly h oly standards.
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What have been mentioned are just the tip of the ice berg. Depending
on the hearer's response and background, you can choos e a lot of
other verses. To a Roman Catholic, you can explain fr om John 14:6
or 1 Timothy 2:5. To a Buddhist who tries to earn his  way to heaven,
you can show him Isaiah 64:6. In short, the Bible ha s a word for
everyone.

Since this is the most important method, we must be  very familiar
with our Bible. A Christian who always reads and studi  es his Bible will
find himself well equipped for this task. Indeed, when we share the
gospel, we are actually sharing a part of our livest hat is intimately

bound to God's word. Therefore we are to be diligent first in our

personal devotion before we can be the effective so  ul winner that
God called us to be!

2. Using a Tract

In case you do not have a Bible with you or you are re ally not too
sure about which verse to use, the tractisalsoagoo dway to help us
to share the gospel. However, there must be discernme  nt exercised
in choosing tracts. Always know the content of the tr act before you
even use it. There are many tracts nowadays that avoi  d talking about
sin, the punishment of sin and the sinner ortheres  urrection of Christ.
The basic message in such tracts is simply "God love syou". This dilutes
the gospel and makes even the love of God seem superf icial and
shallow. Do avoid using such tracts. Moreover, if thet  racts do not
have scripture verses printed in
them, even if the content maybe

A WISE MAN KNOWS sound and good, it is better not

HOW TO WIN SOULS to use them unless there are no
other tracts available.

After you have chosen the good
ones, make sure you know the
content of the tract inside out.
There are some tracts that are
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seasonal in nature while some are perennially releva nt. Depending on
the time of the year (eg Christmas season) orthe ki nd of conversation
(eg buying insurance) you have struck with a friend, giv e the
appropriate tract and speak from there. The "One Way" tract is
very relevant to Singapore society as it highlights ~ the exclusivity of
Jesus Christ as the only Saviour.

Try to speak a word for Christ even though you are alr  eady handing
out printed messages. This will help the hearer tore  member what
you have said when he reads the tract again in hiso wn time. As the
gospel contained in the tract is the most important message a sinner
can ever receive in this life, it would be best that we strive to
establish a contact which then mightimpress uponth e sinner a sense
of urgency and significance in what we are giving out

Here is a tip: if you do not have a tract for people who cannot read,
such as senior citizens or foreign workers, the child  ren'stract "The
Most Important Thing In This World" is actually quite a good one to
bring the message across. Thank God we have a good co llection of
tracts for everyone!

3. Using an Object

Like the Lord Jesus Christ when He met with the Samari  tan woman
at Jacob's well (John 4) and pointed out to her that H eisthe Living
Water as opposed to the water in the well, we can a Iso share the
gospel using visual aids. The advantage of using visual aids is that the
hearer will really be quite captivated and engaged in  what you will
say. The gospel message will most likely stick to his  mind better,
provided that the aid does not overpower the messag e.

The "Wordless Book" is a very popular visual aid. The 5  colours-black

Black White Gold Geen
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(sinful heart), red (blood of Christ), white (cleans  ed heart), gold
(heaven) and green (growth) have their respective g ospel element.
When strung together, the gospel message is easily p resented and
comprehensively covered. Besides the
"Wordless Book", there are also the
Gospel Caterpillar and the Gospel
Glove that also utilize these five
colours.

Another visual aid available is the
EvangeCube that has pictures printed
on each of its seven panels (as
illustrated on the left). Every Ny
unfolding of the cube will reveal a

picture which shows the next sequence of the gospel me ssage.

Despite the usefulness and ease of using such aids, we must still make
it a point to have our Bibles opened and ready with  us. This will help
emphasize the fact that the message we are sharing  comes from
God's Holy Word. There is power in God's Word to cha nge every
heart, according to His sovereign will and timing.

Conclusion

At the end of every sharing, remember to pray. We as humans can
only do so much and we absolutely cannot depend on our selves to
persuade man to believe. Hence, we need to
pray and we must pray. May God have all the
glory in every evangelistic endeavour!
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ARnNCLE

How To Use A TracT EFFECTIVELY?
By KARENLEE

A tract is a short written work, employed by Christ ians today as an
evangelistic tool to present the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Although itis only a means to a desired end of sowi ng God's Word in
the hearts of unbelievers, it can be very effective in communicating
the Gospel message. The tract can reach people beyon d the pews
and can be used anytime and anywhere. Tracts used effe ctively can
effectively bring one to Christ. This article will a ttempt to show

some means whereby one may use a tract effectively.

Using Effective Tracts
() Biblical Tracts

To use a tract effectively, one must first ensure that he is using an
effective tract. No tract is effective if it does no t contain the Gospel
message according to the Word of God. A Gospeltrac tcan easily be
turned into a pamphlet of man's sayings if it does n ot contain the
Word of God that distinguishes it. Unless atractcon  tains the Gospel
message according to the Word of God, one cannot ex pect God to
bless and use it for the saving of souls. Hence, itis  important that
one ensures that the tract he is using containsthe W ord of God, and
not words of man, for faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is encapsulated suc cinctly in 1
Corinthians 15:3-4, which describes forus  "how that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day according to the s criptures.”

It is essential that a Gospel tract contains all th e necessary bhiblical
components a sinner must hear. This includes the follo  wing:
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(1) The mention of sin

(2) The penalty of sin

(3) The saving Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ-His de  ath, burial
and resurrection

(4) The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ

(5) Need for personal repentance and faith in Chris  t Jesus

(6) The means whereby one may profess faith in Chri st and grow
as a new believer (i.e inclusion of the Sinner's Pray er and follow-up
details)

(ii) Appropriate Tracts

Effective use of tracts not only requires the use of tr acts that are
biblical, but also tracts that are appropriate. Tract s are available in
a variety of forms that covers a variety of subjects concerning the

Christian faith. For instance, a Christian tract may be purely
evangelistic in nature, or it could be largely doctri  nal or apologetic.
According to the needs of the person withessed to,  tracts that deal

more specifically with the subject matter at hand oug ht to be used.
For instance, when witnessing to a Roman Catholic, one may like to
leave with him tracts that confront Roman Catholici  sm directly, such
as "Faith-True or False?" or "Baptismal Regeneration ", both published
by the Far Eastern Bible College and True-Life Bible  Presbyterian

Church.
FAITH
Thawt air Fialve?
Example of an Example of a largely
Evangelistic Tract Doctrinal Tract
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Under general circumstances, or in the event whereby  one does not
have a tract that deals specifically with the conce  rns of the person
witnessed to, leaving him with an evangelistic trac t that presents
the entire Gospel message simply and clearly willd o just as good, for
the Holy Spirit is able to work a work of conversion in the heart of
sinners through the Word of God.

(iii) Suitable Tracts

The use of appropriate tracts also requires one to con  sider the
suitability of the tracts in relation to the age or language ability of
the person witnessed to. Not only are tracts availab e in different
languages, there are also tracts available forthed ifferent age groups.
Children tracts are normally more attractive in the ir appearance,
employing bright colours and pictures, and few words in illustrating
the Gospel message. Youth and adult tracts, on the con trary, contain
more words, and often employ contemporary issues tha tconcernthe
individual as a starting approach in presenting the  Gospel message.

Some tracts are more organized in the presentation of the Gospel
message that will facilitate an easy follow-through of the Gospel
presentation. For instance, the "Romans’ Road to Sa Ilvation" tract
published by Truth Bible-Presbyterian Church presents  the Gospel
message in a systematic and mnemonic way, using verses from the
book of Romans. The church also publishes the "Do You Kn ow?" tract
which presents the Gospel message not only in a sys tematic manner,
but also illustrates points simply and clearly witht  he aid of helpful
diagrams. Such tracts are very helpful in aiding unbeli  evers through
the presentation of the Gospel, and are preferred m  aterials to go
through with unbelievers in personal evangelism over tracts that are
more narrative in nature.

Tracts that are more narrative in nature may be give n to the
unbeliever to read in his own time, after having per  sonally witnessed
to him using God's Word, or having gone through with  him the Gospel
message with tracts like "Do You Know?" or the "Roman s’ Road to
Salvation."
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Read and Know Tracts Well

Different tracts cater to different needs. Itis, th erefore, important
that one peruses the tract and knows it well before us  ing it. We
certainly do not want to be caught in a situation whe re the person
whom we earnestly plead to read and consider the wo rds in the tract,
inquire of us the content, and find us dumbfounded. Itis necessary
that we know what we are giving out, and know the cont ents well,
that we may be ready to address their concerns,as  well as to give an
answer to every man that asketh us areason ofthe ho  pethatisinus
with meekness and fear. (1 Peter 3:15b)

Most importantly, we need to pray before giving out  tracts. Pray for
wisdom pertaining which tracts to give, pray fora  receptive heartin
them whom God would send our way to hear His Word and  for their
salvation, as well as pray for ourselves as we witne ss to them. As
effective an evangelistic tool a tract may be, salv  ation is still of the
Lord. (John 2:9)

Recognize its Effectiveness

Effective use of tracts also requires one to recognize the
effectiveness of these tracts. Tracts can be very ef fective when
used effectively. There are many people who never hav e the
opportunity to go to a church to hear the Word of God preached
from the pulpit, nor do they have a Bible intheirp  ossession to read.
The tract that we hand out may perhaps be the only m  eans whereby
they can get to hear of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Also, a
tract helps to reinforce our personal witness. Even w  hen they are
not ready at the moment to receive the Saviour, or t hat we are
declined the opportunity to witness to them, God can still work
through the tract we leave themtoread. Thereare ma  ny incidences
whereby one is saved through reading a tract. An exam ple of which
is found in James Hudson Taylor, who later became the first
missionary to China and founder of the China Inland  Mission. God
saved him through a tract from his father's library on the "finished
work of Christ" when he was seventeen.
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Putting it to Use

Having recognized the effectiveness of tracts, we o ught to make
full use of its benefits. A tract is never effective un til it is put to
use. Let us, therefore, as ambassadors of Christ, not only speak
boldly as we ought to speak of the mercy and grace we  have received
from the Lord Jesus Christ, but also make use of everyo  pportunity
to share this Gospel of Christ to all, even through tracts. Some of
the ways we can do this are as follows:

- Always carry tracts with you and give to whomever  you meetin the
way, as the Lord leads you to give. Carry a variety o  f tracts, so that
you can give tracts that will best meet the needs of the person
witnessed to. Be familiar with these tracts so that you will know
which tract is most suitable for which occasionand  for which person.

- Make use of every opportunity to give a tract to som  eone. For
instance, you may want to mail tracts together with letters, greeting
cards, or attach it to a gift. Give atracttothe h airdresser who cuts
your hair, the waitresses who serve you your meal, the  salespeople
you made purchase from, the taxi drivers etc. Give it to a friend,
relative or visitor.

- Leave tracts in places you have been to, such as ho spitals, hotels
and airplanes.

- Carry tracts when you travel and give
them away.

- Always leave a tract with the person you
witnessed to, or shared a testimony with.

In putting tracts to use, let us also remember
to be prudent. While there may be occasions
we see tracts distributed during street

18/Shine Forth



evangelism discarded in the bins or along the sidew alk, and another
walking by picking them up to read, we do notwantas idewalk littered
with tracts to devalue street evangelism to that of ordinary pamphlet
distribution. In putting tracts to use, let us apply the suggestion
made by The American Tract Society, and be PRUDENT:

Pray before giving out tracts

Read each tract and know it well

Use the appropriate tract

Don't force tracts on people

Establish a relationship with the recipients
N ever give up! Don't get discouraged
Teach others to pass tracts along

Conclusion

Tracts leave no one any excuse not to witness forth e Lord. For the
person who says he is not eloquent or by nature is ver y timid, tracts
will help to speak on his behalf. For the personwho  says his thoughts
always come out disorganized, tracts will helpto or  ganize his flow of
thoughts. For the person who says he is not knowledgea ble, tracts
will provide him with all that is necessary to shar e the gospel.

Let us Christians remember that it is our duty to be w itnesses for
Christ. God has promised that His Word having gone f orth of His
mouth shall not return unto Him void, but shall accompl ish that which
He pleased and shall prosper in the thing wheretoH e sent it (Isaiah
55:11). The Word of God sown in the hearts of the unb  elievers will
be used by God to accomplish that which He pleased. O ur duty isto
be faithful in the sowing of God's Word in the heart s of them God
sent our way. The use of tracts is a means that can he Ip us in our
sowing. May we use this means effectively to the glor y of God.
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ARNCLE
5 Excuses AN UNEELIEVER MAY HAVE

For ReErFusNG THE GOSHEL
By Ho Xiao WEel

Introduction

There are many "reasons" or excuses that an unbelieve r may give
when he is presented with the gospel and asked to ma ke a personal
choice to believe in Jesus Christ as His Saviour. This  article will
address some of these common excuses of unbelievers w hich prevent
them from believing the gospel whole heartedly. This  article will not
attempt to go into philosophical arguments or debate s about different
issues. Rather, this article will simply present Bibl e verses to point
out the error of the excuses that unbelievers might gi ve.

God - His Existence

Both Psalm 14:1 and Psalm 53:1 tell us that " The fool hath said in his
heart, Thereisno God. ..." The man, being afool, denies the existence
of God, and because he denies the existence of God, he becomes an
even greater fool. Such a person denies that there is a Supreme
Being, and also refuses to live under His Lordship an d to be
accountable to Him. He views
himself as the god of his own

The life and attempts to shun the
heavens judgment of God.
declare
the The Bible does not attempt to
glory prove the existence of God, for
God's very existence is

of God...

Bealen 1911 presupposed even from the

beginning of the Bible (Genesis
1:1). Not only does God exist,
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but this God of the Bible is the one living and true God (Deuteronomy
4:29; 2 Samuel 7:22; Jeremiah 10:10; 1 Thessalonians 1:9). The Bible
teaches that man's conscience and natural creation b  ear witness to
the existence of God even as it states in Romans 1.  19-20: "that which
may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hat h shewed it
unto them. For the invisible things of him from the ¢ reation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the thin  gs that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so thatthey ar e without excuse."

There is therefore no valid reason for anyone nott o know of the
existence of God. Rather, it is the fool who has cho  sen to deny the
existence of God. Romans 1:21-22 states this very cl early, "Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as  God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in theirimaginations,  and their foolish
heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools". Having your eyes enlightened by God's grace, will yo u not do
something to warn those in darkness of their folly? Or will you sit by
and watch them perish in their foolishness?

Bible - Its Authority

Some unbelievers argue
that the Bible is just
another religious book.
They argue that the Bible
is to Christianity what the
Quran is to Islam.
Therefore, to them there

is nothing special about the Bible,
and it is simply a holy book. Others argue that the Bi  ble was written
by human writers, and therefore it does not have div  ine origin and
must contain mistakes and is not authoritative.

The Bible - God's Word - is the foundation of the Ch ristian faith
(Ephesians 2:20). Every true doctrine of the Christia  n faith is based
upon the Bible. If the Bible is not the Word of God, if the Bible is
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not both inspired and preserved verbally and plenar ily, the Bible will
have no authority, and Christianity will crumble. Howe  ver, 2 Timothy
3:16-17 teaches that "All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for co rrection, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may  be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works."  Also, Psalm 12:6-7 says
that "The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tri  ed in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O
LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation  forever." The
above bible verses are only but some of the many int  ernal scriptural
proofs that the Bible is God's Word and that it is both inerrant and
infallible. Indeed, the Bible has given a person full  assurance thatits
very words are God-breathed and they bear the author ity of the
one who inspired them.

The Bible is historically, geographically, biologic ally, socially,
prophetically and in every other way insightful, acc  urate and true.

For example, the Bible teaches that the earth is ci rcular and not
flat (Isaiah 40:22), the hydrologic cycle (Ecclesia  stes 1:7), and that
life is in the blood (Leviticus 17:11). Its prophecie s regarding the
virgin birth of Christ in Bethlehem Judah (Micah 5:2) and the return

of the Jews to the promised land (Ezekiel 20:34; Amos 9:15) were
also fulfilled respectively in 5 B.C. and A.D. 1948 resp  ectively. No
other book can claim so. No other is so.

The Bible, being God's Word, stands apart from all other written
works of man. It is the Word of God, and not just a re ligious book.
The gospel message therein contained is true and must  be believed
(Ephesians 1:13). Countless men have given their live s for it, such as
William Tyndale and Jim Elliot. The saving power of t he gospel
message the Bible preaches has changed so many men' s lives, including
transforming a chief persecutor of Christianity to a Chief Apostle
of Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 1:12-16; Acts 26:10-20). Th  is has continued
down the centuries, including men like John Newton (af ormer slave
trader) and others, bearing testimony that the Bibl e is the Word of
God.
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Will you go out and tell others this good news of sal  vation contained
in the Bible? Is not the gospel message indeed so p recious and
wonderful to you that you cannot help but want to procl  aimitto the
millions of lost souls out in the world?

Jesus - The Only Way of Salvation

Many unbelievers believe that there are many waysto  heaven andto
God. They believe that "all roads lead to Rome" and that all religions
are the same. However, the Bible clearly teaches oth  erwise. In John
10:9, Jesus says, " | am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” John 14:6: "Jesus
saith unto him, | am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me." Acts
4:10-12: "Be it known unto you all

. . . that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth . . . Neither

is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved."

JESUS IS THE WAY

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, a true historical figure (1 Jo hn 1:1), the
Son of God (John 3:16), God Himself (John 8:58),ist  he only way of
salvation. One cannot save himself, for  "we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and w e all do fade as a
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us aw ay" (Isaiah
64:6), nor can any other man save him. There is nho o ther way of

salvation except through the Christ preached in the gospel.

Seeing that so many are being blinded by the Devil and are deceived
into thinking that they can enter heaven without Chri st, will you not
lead them to the narrow way and strait gate which|  eadeth unto life?

Or will you suffer them to continue in the broad way a  nd wide gate
which leadeth to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14)?
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Sin - Its Reality & Consequences

Many unbelievers do not

understand the total depravity of .
their nature. Some ignore the fact esire q:',j, =
that they are sinners through and N ¢
through, some make light of sin and *

its consequences, while others 5 . Yy
believe there is still some good in In S, S
them. However, the Bible teaches e ¢
that "all have sinned, and come &

short of the glory of God” (Romans

3:23), that "the wages of sin is h

death” (Romans 6:23), and that ] eat Bt
==

"there is none that doeth good, no,
notone” (Psalm 14:3; 53:3; Romans g4 thing always leads to another
3:12). James 1:15

Sin brings with it severe consequences. Among them are  separation
from God (Genesis 3:8-10; Isaiah 59:2); death, both  spiritual and
physical (Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12; 6:23); and condemnation to hell
(Matthew 25:41; Romans 5:18; 8:1; Revelation 21:8). Sin is a most
terrible thing, and the unbeliever must be made aware  of its reality
in his nature and life.

The unbeliever must be convicted of his sin. Charles H odge wrote
regarding Romans 3:20, "To be prepared for the rece  ption of the

gospel, we must be convinced of sin, humbled under a s ense of its

turpitude, silenced under a conviction of its condemni  ng power, and
prostrated at the footstool of mercy, under a feelin g that we cannot

satisfy the demands of the law, that if ever saved, it must be by

other merit and other power than our own."

Until a man sees his own sinfulness and realizes tha t he is under the
wrath of God, he will never see his need of a Savio ur, and he will
never receive the Jesus of the gospel.
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World - Its Attractions Or Oppositions

Many unbelievers know the contents of the gospel, yet  somehow,
they are unwilling to believe it and commit to it ful ly. Perhaps they
are unwilling to give up the pleasures of this life, 0 rthey might fear
the persecutions they might face

if they believe in Jesus as their
personal Lord and Saviour.
However, Christ says: "For
whosoever will save his life shall lose
it: and whosoever will lose his life
for my sake shall find it. For what

is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?" (Matthew
16:25-26), and "And fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is ab le to destroy
both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28).

The first of these two passages of Scripture teaches thatevenifa

man has everything the world can afford him, if he does not have
Christ, he does not profit at all. Without Christ, wh o is the only one
who can save one's soul, all that appears toaman a s "gain" is essentially

emptiness and vanity. Hence, there is no point tryin g to pursue the

riches and pleasures of this life at the expense of one's own soul.
The attractions of this world, if allowed to be one 's main focus of

his life, will bring him no advantage at all. Rather , it will lead one

away from God and to the loss of his own soul. One sh ould rather

say, "Take the world, but give me Jesus."

The second passage teaches a man to fear God instea d of man. Man's
power is limited, he is but a mere mortal man. No mat ter how harsh
and fierce the fire of persecution, man can at most hurt the physical

body. However, there is something infinitely more va  luable than one's
physical body, and that is one's soul. One should not protect his
physical body and life here on this temporal earth  at the expense of
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letting his soul suffer in hell for eternity. Since th e omnipotent God
is the only one who has power over man's soul, to sa ve or to destroy
it, instead of fearing man, one should fear God inst ead. Hence, one
should not shy away from believing and acceptingthe  gospel for fear
of persecution. Let persecution come, and say, "In God I will praise
his word, in God | have put my trust; | will not fear what flesh can do
unto me" (Psalm 56:4).

Conclusion

The Bible teaches us that only those whom God has el ected and given
the faith to believe in Jesus Christ willbe saved (E ~ phesians 1:4; 2:8-
9). Ultimately, it is not about how well one can answ er the excuses an
unbeliever gives. It is not about proving that God exi  sts or that the
Bible is God's Word or such like. Even if one can expl ain logically all
the mysteries of the gospel, if God does not enligh  ten the eyes of
the unbeliever to see the truth, or work in his heart to give him the
faith to believe, the unbeliever in his depravityan  d hardness of heart
will still not be saved. That is God's sovereignty. H  owever, man also
has the responsibility to be prepared to be used by the Lord. As
believers share the gospel, it is not unusual for the unbeliever to
give a lot of excuses and "reasons" for their unbelie  f. Thus, there is
a necessity for each believer to prepare himself to answer some of
these common excuses and reasons from the Scripture.

As the Scriptures says in 1 Peter 3:15:  "But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to give an answert o every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with me ekness and
fear". So the question is, are you doing anything to better equip
yourself?

*kkkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhhix
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ARNCLE

A Book Review orF Y. T WEES “THE
SouL-WNNERs HANDY GuDE'

By CHARLES S\NG

Y. T. Wee's book "The Soul-
Winner's Handy Guide" aims at
equipping believers to evangelize.
The preface explains quite clearly
how this guide book can be used.

Wee included three different

presentations of Gospel (i.e. textual,
pictorial and coloured presentations)
in the guide. This provides the soul
winner a choice to use whichever THE SOUL-WINNER’S
presentation which is most suitable HANDY GUIDE
at that point. B e e T

In the process of presenting the gospel, many beli  evers would usually

encounter problems in answering the many questions or challenges
raised by those whom they evangelized. Thus the author  devoted a
big portion of the book to tackle some of these questio ns and
challenges.

To those who maintain that the Bible is an old fash  ion and outdated
book, the author brings numerous scripture verses thats  how that
the Bible is unchallenged in its scientific accuracie s. For instance,
Isaiah while writing the book in about 740-680 BC und  erstood the
earth to be round (Isaiah 40:22) and Job at about 2000 BC shows
that the earth is hanging in an outer space (Job 26:7 ).

Besides its scientific accuracy, the Bible is a prop  hetic book. The
author notes that the return of Israel to the Holy La nd as prophesied
by Ezekiel is fulfilled on May 14, 1948 (Ezekiel 20:34 ) while their
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recapture of the Holy City of Jerusalem on June 7, 1967 fulfilled
Zechariah 8:7-8. Moreover, he gives some other future prophecies
which are yet to be fulfilled but would most certainly be fulfilled.
Among these is the coming of Antichrist and his gov  ernment (Rev.
13:7-8). The movement towards its fulfillment is seen by the
formation numerous international
bodies such as United Nations,
World Trade Organization and the
International Court of Justice and
also a rapid change in technology
which accelerated the ways in which
the leader will control the world.

Although the unbelieving world claims thatthey have  many problems
(e.g. obscurity of God and His word, the way to salvat ion through

goods works or other religions, parental hindrances  relativism,

atheism and evolution) which hindered their belief, however, the
author sums them all up as their obstinacy to believe in God. God's
presence is being clearly testified by both the cre ation and the

Scripture. In stark opposite to creationism, the evolut ionists take

many assumptions in their belief which they can neve r prove.

This booklet is also useful if the soul winner meets wi  th a Roman
Catholic as this author also attempted to exposed ma ny errors in
their teachings using the scripture.

However knowing the errors is not enough. The soul winn er needs
also to know the biblical gospel of the Lord Jesus Chr istand thento
present it with the right motive and spirit. There i s no hard and fast
rule to how the gospel is to be presented. Even the n  umerous
illustrations which the author gave can also be used t o indirectly
share the gospel.

The author has observed that there are many potentia | in personal
evangelism. This type of evangelism is not only effe ctive but it can
be done by any believer at any time, at any place a nd to all classes of
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people. But there are also prerequisites in personalev  angelism. First
and foremost is that the soul winner must be saved. He  or she ought
to also be spiritually mature, well versed in scriptur  es, sanctified,
subservient to His Master, dedicated in the work and being led by
the Holy Spirit.

The priority in personal evangelismin the end is s till the salvation of
souls. The harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are f  ew. Many
souls are perishing. To those who obey the call, they  will have their
reward.

Ultimately God is the one who made personal evangel ism possible.
Because of who God is and what He has done, the soul winner goes
forth to evangelize.

Nearing the end of the book, the author listed many f amiliar verses
which will certainly come in very helpful in present  ing the complete
gospel systematically. He called it "the plan in Per  sonal Evangelism."
This plan begins with God as Sovereign Creator and man as a sinner.
Man is under God's judgement but God has extended His love to
save man by giving Jesus Christ His Son. If a sinner w ould repent
and accept Jesus as his Saviour by faith, he will be s aved. Finally,
when a man is saved, he can then have full assurance from the
scriptures of his salvation and eternal security.

The author has successfully achieved in passing out his message in
an all-round book that can equips any and every believe rs to carry
out this God-given responsibility. This book is both r  ich in content
and scriptural supports. Its simple language and format  also make it
very user-friendly. The book is therefore highly recom mended for
every believer to possess, study and use in support of  their personal
evangelism efforts for the praise and glory of God.
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ARNCLE
THE “TeacHNG THEM® IN THE GREAT

COMMISSON By CaroL Lex

Introduction

Our Lord's Great Commission to us in Matthew 28:19-20 is "go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teach ing them fto

observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and lo, | am
with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

To "go" and to "teach” (Matthew 28:19) are the firs t two activities
commanded in the Great Commission by our Lord Jesus. Th e next
activity following to "go" and to "teach" is "bapti zing," the joyous
activity that follows if the Spirit enables a perso n to respond in
acceptance of Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. Truly, this  is the much
hoped-for and prayed-for result of any evangelist,e  vangelistic band
or Christian involved with "going" and "teaching."

In our "going" and "teaching," we rely much onthe pr  omise that Jesus
gave us in the Great Commission. He promised that He  will be with
us, "even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:20).
Misunderstanding, rejection and persecution (in some  cases) may be
experienced in our "going" and "teaching." For those  who do door-
to-door evangelism for instance, common is the expe  rience of having
even the slightest opening of a door shut in their f aces. Many times
we may be disheartened, discouraged, and are tempted to give up
"going." Yet, this promise of Jesus must encourage usto  keep "going"
and "teaching" for He is with us, we are not alone.

The Why
However, the objective of the Great Commission goes  beyond the

sharing ("teaching") of the gospel and beyond a per son's acceptance
of the gospel and his baptism. Conversion is notthe end of the Great
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Commission. Rather an unbeliever's conversion and bap tism mark the
beginning of his lifelong walk from that point on wi  th his newly-
accepted Master. And Jesus in all His wisdom knows the  need of this
infant-in-Christ to be taught to observe Hiscommand  ments, that he
is to grow in knowledge and understanding of the Word  of God and
to live in obedience to all that he is learning fro  m the Word of God.
And therefore included in Jesus' Great Commission to us is the
activity of  "teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | h  ave
commanded you" (Matthew 28:20). A new believer must not be left

by himself to somehow grow in the Lord or that some  how he will live
a life of obedience to his Lord. We are entrusted wit h that further
activity of "teaching them." This means that followi ng the sharing of
the gospel, more teaching has to be given after con version. And the
objective of more teaching is not merely to increas e the new
believer's head knowledge, but that he may live alif e in obedience to
his Lord and Saviour (Matthew 28:20).

The What

What can we do in this further "teaching them" activ ity of the Great
Commission to help new converts grow in spiritual ma turity and
obedience to our (and their) Lord Jesus? 1 Peter2:2s  ays, "As newborn
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby."
Just as a baby needs milk to grow, "newborn babes" in Christ need
the "sincere milk" of God's Word in order to grow spirit ually. And
the Great Commission (re: Matthew 28:20) certainly  calls us to teach
everything that is in the Bible!

Paul also echoed this in Colossians
2:6-7: "As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in him: Rooted and built up
in him, and stablished in the
faith...." And Paul went onto say in
verse 8 why itis so important that

a new believer needs to be taught
the Word of God and to live in
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accordance to His Word: "Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit." This is a warning that we must take heed
that the efforts expanded in the initial activities of the Great
Commission (going, teaching, baptizing) not come to an end but be
continued through further teaching.

A new believer can receive more teaching incidental ly through the
weekly Sunday sermon, and from other existing teachin g programmes
in the church that are for general church goers. Asndw  hile every and
any thing in the Bible is worth teaching and mustbe  taught, a useful
starting point in our "teaching them" activity in ob edience to the
Great Commission is to specially teach the new beli ever what God's
Word says about the basics of a Christian's life (hi s "new life in
Christ" in contrast to his "old" life as an
unbeliever). This is in consideration of the new
believer's spiritual need at this initial stage

of his Christian life. Possible topics that may
be especially useful to this newborn babe-in-
Christ include: Eternal Life, Assurance of
Salvation, Putting Christ First, God's
Strength, God's Word, Love, Temptation,
Prayer, Giving, The Church, Fellowship, Good
Works, and Witnessing. Such teaching can be
done on a one-to-one basis (one teacher to
one new believer) or in a small class (one
teacher to a few new believers), with each
topic lasting an hour or so.

Atthe same time, the new believer can be guidedto  begin to memorize
Bible verses. A good start would be verses that arer  elated to the
topics taught, so that the verses can be memorized w ith
understanding.

It would also be useful to guide the new believer in me  morizing the
sequence of the books in the Bible so that he may begi n to learn to
turn to God's Word independently.
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We can also encourage and guide (without overwhelming) the new
believer to make a simple start to spend time daily  with his Lord.
Daily Bible reading materials may be recommended an d the simple
mechanics of daily quiet-time introduced. All these wil | go towards
helping the new believer to begin his walk with his  Lord.

After the above starting point to help a new believ  er begin his
Christian walk, a recommended next "teaching” point may be an
introduction to the basic fundamental doctrines of Ch ristianity so
that he may be well rooted in the Christian
BASIC BIBLE fajth. Some churches call such a course of
KNOWLEDGE celementary study "Basic Bible Knowledge
< LASS Course" and conduct it on a group basis. Such
a course may include topics like God, Man, The
Bible, Sin, Jesus Christ, The Holy Spirit,
O i Salvation, Following Jesus, Water Baptism,
The Lord's Supper, False Churches and False
— Teachings, and The Return of Jesus Christ.

A useful third "teaching" area following the above tw  ois an overview
or a bird's eye view of the whole Bible to allow th e new believer to
see how the biblical events and characters are linke d or developed
from Genesis to Revelation. Such a panoramic view of the Bible will
help the new believer to be able to at least place  the biblical events
or characters (even if he is not familiar with the details yet) which
he may hear mentioned in the other teaching activit  ies of the church.
For example, the preacher at the Worship Service or the Bible study
teacher may make reference to Cain, the global flood , Abraham, the
time of the judges, Paul's missionary journeys, etc. Th e new believer
would be better able to follow those sermons or less  ons if he has
that broad overview of key events and key characters in the Bible.

Once these basics are in place, the new believer sh ould be able to
better grasp the lessons in the other established t eaching
programmes in the church. At the same time, further "t eaching"
may be given depending on the needs of the new beli ever. For example,
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if a new believer has been exposed to the Charismat  ic form of worship
and is having difficulty accepting the more reformed way of worship,
a series of Bible lessons on Biblical Worship and T he Use of
Instruments in Worship may prove useful to this new be  liever.

The How

In carrying out the various "teaching" in obediencet o the Great
Commission, the teacher must never lose sight of the  objective of
his teaching, and that is the new
believeris" to observe all things
whatsoever | (Jesus) have
commanded you."This objective
has a great bearing on how the
"teaching" is to be carried out.

In order that every lesson has a
real impact on the new believer's
life, the teacher must help him
incorporate the Word of God
into his every day Christian life by linking the les  son to his life. The
lesson must never be just for knowledge's sake. It would help greatly
for the teacher to ask himself when preparing for ea chlesson: "How
can this lesson act as a lamp to the new believer's  feet? And in what
way can this lesson light his path?"

The teacher may have to constantly remind the new b  eliever that
his new life is a life that belongs to Christandi  tis notto be lived in
accordance to his own will but God's (1 Corinthians  6:19).

Prayer must play a prominent part in this "teaching"  ministry. The
teacher must pray that the new believer will truly de sire to know
God's Word (1 Peter 2:2). He is to pray that the Wor d of God taught
will take root in the new believer's heart and that he will truly accept
God's Word as a lamp unto his feet and a light unto h  is path (Psalm
119:105).
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In view of the life-changing

objective of this "teaching"

activity, the teacher himself

must have his life changed

before he can lead others. ‘Q’ Q( g’
The teacher's own life must —
be guided by God's Word.

"Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both  fall into the ditch?"
(Luke 6:39). Jesus' parable in Luke 6:39-49 is a sobering  warning to
all teachers of God's Word. Indeed, how can he teach  God's Word
unless he is a follower of God's Word himself? The A postle Paul
knows this too well. After much teaching from 1 Corint  hians chapter
one to chapter ten, Paul said in the chapter followi  ng: "Be ye followers
of me, even as | also am of Christ," (1 Corinthians 11:1). The teacher
of the new believer must truly be himself a follower of Christ. Such
is one important qualification of the teacher of God' s Word. And
how does such a teacher teach? By his own life!

The teacher who is a follower of Christ will do his best to emulate
the way Christ taught. Christ loved the disciples tha  t He taught.
The teacher too must love the students he teaches. The  refore those
involved in the "teaching them" activity inthe Gre  at Commission must
do so out of love for the newborn babes-in-Christ, 0 ut of a genuine
concern for their spiritual growth.

Conclusion

The "teaching them" in the Great Commission requires  us to go beyond
evangelism and baptism. The new believer is to be fo llowed-up with
more teaching from God's Word that will help him be  gin his walk
with Christ, a walk that is in obedience to his Lord . And the teacher
himself must be a praying Christian who is living a  life of obedience
to Christ and who loves the students he teaches. May  God help us to
obey the "teaching them" part in His Great Commissi  on to us.
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TesnmoNny:

SOMEONE SHARED THE GosrEL witTH ME
By Kwok YumIN

Whenever | am asked for my salvation story, there is simply someone
that | have to mention and thatis LiLeen. Shewas  my primary school
classmate. In fact, we have been classmates until our  junior college
days. When I first got to know her in primary school, she was already
a Christian. She took the opportunity to share the gos  pel with me
and by the grace and mercy of the Lord, | believed. = Thank God for
her faith and consistent follow-up with me. Sincewe  were classmates,
we always saw each other and she would diligently pa ss me the RPG
month after month to ensure that | receive the spiri tual food that

I need. In addition to that, she would talk to me about Jesus Christ
from time to time and also share with me the happen ings in the local
church to get me interested to go to church. When | wa S in primary
school, | followed her to church a few times but due t o parental
objection, | stopped going. It was only after my 'A' levels that |
started to attend church regularly and even join the Youth Fellowship
which helped me grow spiritually.

Though | do not see her so often now, | am grateful t o her for
sharing with me the good news that changed my life  eternally. Most
of all, I know that | owe a gospel debtto ourLorda  nd Saviour Jesus
Christ. As such, | would like to encourage all, including  myself, young
or old (remember when Li Leen shared the gospel wit h me, she was
justa mere 9-year old child) to share the good news

to all those around us. You may not see the fruits

now but God's word will not return to Him void. |
S

Matthew 28:19-20: “Go ye therefore, and teach all 2 §

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching the  m to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | a m with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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ReroORT:

SHANOUKVLLE & KamroT (CAMOBODIA)
13 TO 18 MAV].O By Ne Boon CHoo

All praise and thanks to God for a blessed missions trip to Cambodia.
Initially it looked as if | would be going alone but t hank God for
moving my ex-FEBC classmate Heni, almost at the las t moment, to
come and help with the work.
Sis Heni's talent in music
proved to be very useful. Not

only did she serve as a pianist,
she also voluntarily conducted
some music lessons for both Sis
Lydia (in Sihanoukville) and Sis
Thavy (in Kampot) so that they

can improve their piano playing.
Indeed all things did work

together for good.

Alarge part of the first and last days of our trip were spent traveling.
Thank God for His protection during our travels: flyin gin and out of
Phnom Penh, 4 hours' bus ride from Phnom Penh to Siha noukville, 2
hours' taxi ride from Sihanoukville to Kampot, 3 hours' taxi ride
from Kampot back to Phnom Penh, as well as the numero us motorbike
rides we took to get around Sihanoukville. Although we ha d only 4
days to serve, they were nonetheless
fruitful.

Sihanoukville (13 to 16 May)

This was my first time visiting Pr John Saray
and his family (wife Lydia and their two
children, Jonathan and Melissa) after they
re-located to Sihanoukville to start a new
work there. Their ministry centered on

Shine Forth/37



children's work. All the
classes/lessons were
conducted from their small
living room. Although there
were limitation in terms of
space and manpower, Pr John
and Sis Lydia faithfully
taught (in the day time from
Monday to Friday) a half-
hour Bible lesson with some
singing for P5 children. The
Bible lesson was followed by an hour of Mathematics  or the Khmer
language tuition conducted by a trained local teacher.  Inthe evening,
there were 2 English classes. They were able to reac  h out to more
than 40 children through these day and evening class es. Thank God
that in this trip, | was able to teach a Bible clas s of P5 children in
the afternoon and one of the English classes inthe  evening. Although
we did not have the chance to attend their regular S unday school, |
was informed that they have about 30 Sunday school ch ildren (mostly
students from their various classes).

Instead of the regular Sunday school in the morning o f 16 May, a
children's gospel rally was held. One of the main ob jectives of our
trip was to help with this first children's gospel rally. Friday and
Saturday mornings were spent preparing for this rall  y. Everybody
helped, including little
Jonathan. On Sunday
morning, more than 30
children came for the
gospel rally. Sis Lydia led
in singspiration, Pr John
Saray taught the memory
verse and | gave the
message "Jesus is the
Light of the World" with
Sis Lydia as my
translator. Then the
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children had a time of art and craft: making a mask f  or the blind
man in our Bible story from John 9.

In the second half of 2010, God willing, they plan  to start a youth
outreach by having a class for students from the junio  r high school.
Please pray for this new outreach.

Kampot (16 to 18 May)

In the late Sunday afternoon, we arrived at Kampota  nd settled into
the comfortable guest room in the church. Thank God for the growing
ministry in Kampot. The Bible school (started in
January 2010) had 5 students. One of the
students was Sis Saron (Pr Rotha's wife). The
teachers were Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha and Pr John
Saray (who traveled to Kampot every Wed).
Every week, they conducted a
total of 16 hours of lessons.
While they used FEBC lecture
notes (with FEBC's permission)
as their teaching materials,
their teaching were in the
Khmer language. | am very
encouraged by the
perseverance of these Bible
school students. Not only did

they have to overcome
language difficulties (the

quizzes were in English)
and endure the
smoldering heat every
afternoon, some of them
were also university
students having to cope
with their own lessons in
the mornings. Do
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remember these students in your prayers as they will  be having their
Bible school exams for the first time soon.

Every weeknight, there were

5 English classes going on
simultaneously with over 40
students. Besides Pr
Sopheak, Pr Rotha and Sis
Thavy (Pr Sopheak's wife)
teaching, two of the Bible
school students (Bolen and
Chanroeun) also helped to
teach the children.

Thank God that many of these children also regularly  attend their
Sunday school. Although we did not have the opportunity  to see their
Sunday school, on Monday night | was able toteach o ne of the English
classes. May the Word of God sown during the English  classes and
the Sunday school bear fruit in the lives of these ch ildren.

Ministry in both Sihanoukville
and Kampot have been growing
steadily by the grace of God.
Please continue to uphold the
work in Cambodia in your
prayers. In August 2010, they
will be conducting their
Children's Vacation Bible
School (7 to 8 Aug in
Sihanoukville, and 12 to 13 Aug
in Kampot). Pray for their
planning, the provision of helpers and for the salv  ation of the children
attending.
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Kids' Corne:
“Buitb THE Romans '’ RoaD”

Dear children, do you know the 5 “Romans’ Road” verse s?
Learn these verses well to use them to share the gos pel.

A. Complete the verses. (Note: Preschool children can copy

them from the bible. Older children should try to mem orise

the verses first, then write it from memory.)

B. For every completed verse, colour two blocks accord ingly.
~ Happy building! ~

]_) Romans 1:20: “

, being understood by
the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”

_f ) T g T
. &___ﬂ =N ;‘,J N h w \1
2) Romans 3:23: 3) Romans 6:23:
and come ; but
short of the gory of God; the gift of God is eternal life

through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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Have you trusted in
the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Lord and
4 ) Romans 5:8 Saviour? Believe on
Him today

in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.”

) A A e e
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5) Romans 10:9: “That if thou shalt

It, and she

that God hath raised hir

from the dead,
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