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FOREWORD
by Chairman, Rev Dennis Kwok

HAVE YOU EVER been to a missions
trip? No? Why not? Is it because you
have no idea what a missions trip is,
why and how you should go for one?
This issue of OSHINE FORTHO will be
able to give you a better understand-
ing of missions trips.

A missions trip is going on a trip with

a mission. The mission for every
missions trip is not to suffer hardship

but that the gospel of Jesus Christ
might be proclaimed. The focus is not
the hardship but the gospel. It might

be true at times that we have to suffer
hardship in order to proclaim the

gospel in the remote parts of the
earth. However, we must understand
that our motive behind missions is
not to preach the gospel in order to
go through hardship.

A missions trip should involve not

only an individual but his family as

well. In fact, the whole church should

be in it together. This is how all of us
in the family of Truth Bible-

Presbyterian Church can be involved
together: All can pray for the missions
trip; some can give and support the
missions trip; few can go and be there
at the missions peld personally.

Some people think that it is not

necessary for anyone to go on a
missions trip since there is already a
missionary in the missions peld. They
fail to realize that missionaries in the

pPeld can be very lonely. They need
support and encouragement from the

supporting church. Your presence in

their midst will be valuable and

precious to them. By the way, going
for a missions trip does not make us
missionaries. We may be called by
other titles such as partners,
supporters, etc.

Many believe that a missionary is one
who is sent out by the supporting
church to do the work of evangelism
In a certain location. While that may
be true, we must understand that
every missionary must be called by
God and his mission comes from
above and not the church. And every



missionary out there in the missions
peld is the best man or woman the
Lord has called. DonOt ever think that

it is because they are OcondemnedO
and blacklisted in the local church
and therefore they are being sent to
the missions peld.

You may be amazed to know that the
principal factor in missions is not
about the needs of the people, but the
high command of our Lord and Sav-
lour Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself came
down to earth with a mission in His
mind to do the works His Heavenly
Father has sent Him (John 9:4). As the
Father sends His Son, so His Son
sends His disciples to do the work of
an evangelist by the power of the Holy
Spirit. This is an important reminder
for every missionary who is truly

food or medical aids as OcarrotsO to
draw the people in. The Gospel must
be given brst, and if the Lord so en-
ables and provides, we will help the
people in their needs accordingly. We
must always remember the Great
Commission that says, OE Go ye there-
fore, and TEACH all nations E O
(Matthew 28:18-20; emphasis in bold
mine). It is not, OGo ye therefore, and
feed all nations®! Whether physical

needs are

OA missions trip should involve not only an individual met or not,
but his family as well. In fact, the whole church should ~ that is not
e = important
be in it together.O 2t all, Only
the Gospel

called by God to do missions work.
Out in the missions beld, it is ex-
tremely easy to be distracted by the
dire needs of the people that over-
whelm the call of God to preach the
gospel faithfully and completely. As
partners and supporters to our mis-
sionaries overseas, it is important for
us to assist them in the gospel work.
We must be careful not to use money,

IS a must! We, as missions partners
and supporters, must never forget
that!

May the Lord help us to look at mis-
sions from His perspective. Let us get
involved in missions by going, giv-
ing, and praying. Enjoy reading and
may the Lord speak to you to go on a
missions trip very soon. God bless. !



GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS

by Advisor, Dr SH Tow

THESE ARE THE WORDS of our
risen Saviour. By His death, He had
destroyed the devil, the one who
holds mankind helpless in his deadly
grip. Jesus gave Himself on the cross,
laying down His life a ransom for us
all. But death could not hold him B He
rose for us victorious from the grave,
the third day.

By His resurrection, He demonstrated
to perishing mankind, OAIl power is

given unto me in heaven and in earthO

(Matthew 28:18). With all power and
authority, Jesus the Prince of Life,
calls on His followers to go and tell all

commitmentOto a Gospel Mission,
either at home or in a foreign country.

Number Two: Some may OadoptOa
certain Gospel Mission or missionary
and support him by prayer and p-
nance.

Number three : This third category is
an unprobtable servant who does
nothing: he does not go or give or

pray.

Question: Which category of disciple
do you belong to? We are saved at a
great cost. Our Saviour paid the price

nations, the Good News B Gospel D thajith His precious blood to buy us
every man may come and receive the offefy 51 from the enemy of our souls. To

of life, the free gift of God. This is the
only remedy for sin and death.

Our Risen Lord spoke these parting
words before He ascended to His
heavenly home, to prepare a place for
us who believe. What is your re-
sponse, dear Christian?

There are three possible responses to
the Gospel call. Number One: Like
the disciples of Jesus, many have
obeyed the Lord, denied themselves,
and taken up the cross to go with the
Gospel into the mission beld. This
Omission Peld@ould be a Ofull-time
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us who have received so great a salva-
tion is committed the task of spread-
ing the soul-saving Gospel. On earth
the Lord has no hands and feet but
ours, no tongue and lips but ours. He

desires for you and me to OGo and
tell.O

If you and | will not, who will?

From heaven, our Lord says, OAnNd,
behold, | come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as

his work shall be@Revelation 22:12).
When Jesus comes, what will you say?
What will He say to you? !



WHY | WENT ON A MISSIONS TRIP

by John Loo

MY FIRST MISSIONS TRIP was to
Sri Lanka. | went because | was en-
couraged to join in. That was simple
enough. But more than that, | learnt
much from that trip. It was an eye
opener for me. | realised that going on
a missions trip is very different from
taking a holiday trip.

First and foremost, it requires one to
be spiritually prepared. | was told to
be ready to share the gospel, as well
as, to lead in one of the morning
devotions. The team comprised eight
people and most of us were prepared
to teach Sunday School to the chil-
dren there. We arrived late in the
night at Colombo airport and were
ferried to our apartment. The next few
days, we were kept busy; rising early
every morning and returning late at
night. We were shuttled daily to the
Chapel to teach the children, do

visitations and share the gospel with
those that opened their homes to us.
Our time there was tight and fully

utilized till the very last day. Neverthe-

less, we were in high spirits and very
much encouraged as we boarded our
plane for home.

Looking back on that brst missions
trip, | now have a much better idea of
what it was all about. Although | was
bold to have gone on that trip, | felt |
was not well equipped to contribute
effectively.

Missions trips are for GodOs people to
be involved in His work of evangelism
beyond the shores. It is important for
those who go on a missions trip to
know that this is the LordOs work. In
the end, God is the One who
impresses upon us to go and do His
bidding. These are doors that the
Lord opens for us to go and share the
gospel with the lost, as well as, to get
to know the people whom we are
praying for better.

It is well and good that we pray and
give to the missionaries; it is even
better if we can be there to see and
encourage them in the work.



Ol realised that going on a missions trip is
very different from taking a holiday trip...O

In the New Testament, missions trips
were the backbone of GodOs work to
many of His people who had been
dispersed from Jerusalem as a result
of Perce persecutions. The works of
God were carried forth by His faithful
to those who needed to be grounded
and strengthened in His Words. Apos-
tle Paul, Barnabas and many others
were mightily used of Lord as they
remembered His command in

Matthew 28:19-20, OGo ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.O

A missions trip is not a one off event
as seen in the Book of Acts. Paul
Barnabas and many others went on

Olt is important for
those who go... to know
that this is the LordOs
work... God is the One
who impresses upon us

to go and do His
bidding.O

many missions trips. In

Acts 15:35, we read that
OPaul also and Barnabas
continued in Antioch,
teaching and preaching
the word of the Lord, with many others

also.O Despite the arduous journey,
they went back again to continue their
visitations, encouragement as well as

fellowship. OAnd some days after Paul
said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and
visit our brethren in every city where we
have preached the word of the Lord, and

see how they dd@cts 15:36).

How wonderful it is to be together
with like-minded brethren, Oto visit
themOand Osee how they doOis the
wonderful union in the Lord spoken

of by the Psalmist, OBehold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity!O E Ofor there the
LORD commanded the blessing, even life

for evermore@Psalm 133:1-3).

Why should we go on missions trip?
Firstly, it is commanded of us.
Secondly, it is to encourage the breth-
ren with the Word of God. Missions
trips are such God-given opportuni-
ties for us to encourage Christian
brethren labouring for the Lord
beyond our shores. Last but not least,
it is our heartfelt gratitude to our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ who
had given us His all. !



BEFOREWE OGOMN A MISSIONS TRIP

by Carol Lee

OGO YE THEREFORE...O (Matt
28:19-20) is the Great Commission
that, by GodOs grace, all of us would
want to obey. While we pray that some
would be convicted by the Spirit to be
long-term, OcareerO missionaries in
some foreign land, many of us can go
on short missions trips.

A missions trip is a MISSIONS trip,

not a Omess-aroundO trip, a OmerryO (or

shopping) trip, or a OmakanO trip. Its
mission is to serve or minister to the
people in a foreign land, especially in
the area of gospel sharing and in the
ministry of the Word as indicated in
the Great Commission (Matt
28:19-20). And if we mean business
for our Lord, we ought to: OLet all
things be done decently and in ordef©
Cor 14:40). So, before we OGO,0 there
Is a certain amount of work that needs
to be done to ensure as best as we can
that the trip may go as smoothly as
possible, achieving its objective, that
our Lord may be pleased. This is
especially the case since a certain
amount of resources (e.g: time, money,
etc) will have to be spent on the trip
and we want to be good stewards of
GodOs resources.

Prayer is a good place to start. It
shows our dependence on our Lord
to direct, lead and guide; and our
desire that He will bless what we are

about to embark on. Pray for a
missions door to be opened to us.
Individual prayer, small group prayer
and church prayer are all good places
to start before we OGO.OAt the same
time, keep our eyes and ears open to
what the Lord may be showing or say-
ing to us. And when the Lord of the
harvest directs and we begin prepara-
tion work, continue to Opray without
ceasing@1 Thess 5:17).

Pray also for the Lord to move His
people to go. Members of the church
need to be aware or be reminded that
joining the team is for the purpose of
service and ministry. A good word of
advice to all praying about doing mis-



sions work is: Be a blessing, not a
burden, to your missions team and
the foreign church. As we seek to be a

OBefore we OGo,O there
IS a certain amount of
work to be done...O

blessing and to co-labour with the
foreign church, it will be an encour-
agement to the foreign church.

Liaising, communicating and coor-
dinating with the leader(s) of the

foreign church would be the next

step when the Lord opens a door into

the missions beld. Some of the ques-

tions that need to be answered in this

communication process include:

¥ What are the purposes/objectives
of the trip?

¥ What are the needs of the foreign

church?

What would they want us to do?

What can we do?

Who can do the work?

Who will do what?

How much time is available?

When must the work be done?

What is the countryOs situation

(e.g: climate, culture, living condi-

tions, diet, etc)?

K K K K K K K

Conbrmation of the dates of the trip
and the team members is next. An
early conbrmation of the dates will

allow members to plan their leave

application if necessary and to facili-
tate booking of air tickets, coach
tickets, etc. An early conbrmation of
the team members will allow the
programme and allocation of work to

be Prmed up and team members can
have time to prepare sufbciently for
the work in the missions beld.

Moreover, it would be helpful to the
foreign church if they can be
informed of the composition of the
team (e.g: the team membersO sex, age,
experience/ abilities, etc). This will
facilitate the foreign churchOs prepara-
tion to receive the team, to plan the
programme and their manpower
needs, as well as to allocate work to
the team members.

Regular team meetings can be held
for both planning and prayer pur-

poses. The roles and responsibilities
of each team member (chairman,
secretary, treasurer, photographer, prst
aid i/c, reporter, morning devotion

leaders, etc) can be decided upon.

The programme for the trip can be
discussed and conbrmed (in conjunc-
tion with the foreign church). In
planning the programme of short
missions trips, we should heed the
golden advice of Rev Dr Timothy Tow:
OGo, do the work, and come back.O
This helps to prevent unnecessary



burden on the foreign church to take
care of the missions team. While there
should be time set aside for the
refreshment of body and soul, the
main bulk of the programme should
be on serving and ministering to the
people in the missions Peld.

Some of the matters that the team
needs to be briefed on during the
team meetings include the following:

(@) Entry rules (visa, medical issues/
immunization, etc): These have to be
determined early so that there is

O... we should heed the
golden advice of Rev Dr

Timothy Tow: OGo, do the
work, and come back.O

enough time for visa application and

approval, taking of medication, recov-

ery from side effects of immunization

before [Bying, etc. Team members are
also to ensure that their passports and
any other travel documents (e.g: exit
permit) are in good order.

(b) The social, cultural, living condi-
tions of the foreign country and the
situation or needs of the foreign
church: Such information will help
the team to be both mentally and
physically prepared for the environ-
ment that they will be serving in.

Example: note any special living con-
ditions and diet that may affect oneOs
health and be prepared for them. If

cultural or weather differences

demand it, the team may have to bring
clothing that is appropriate for the

culture or season of that foreign

country.

(c) The Pnancial aspect of the trip:
The transport cost (e.g: airfare, etc),
daily living expenses and any other
expenses involved are to be estimated
and conbrmed. The amount of church

support and the amount to be raised

by the team members are to be

determined. Consider also the need to

prepare a love gift to give to the
foreign church.

(d) The need for travel insurance:
Ensure that every team member is
covered by travel insurance, if neces-
sary.

(e) Baggage distribution: Note the
baggage allowance per person and the
amount of materials that are to be
brought to the foreign church.
Personal belongings should be as light
as possible.
Other matters to look into are as
follows:

(@) Once conbrmed, the transport
schedule (e.g: coach or Right details)



and the trip itinerary/ programme

should be made known to the foreign

church and the team members. It may
be useful for the families of the team
members to be informed of these as
well.

(b) In case of emergencies, a list con-

taining the following should be

prepared:

¥ each team memberOs hand-phone
number

¥ the contact number of the next-
of-kin of each team member

¥ the contact numbers of your pas-
tor and your
church

¥ the name, ad-
dress and tele-
phone number
of the foreign
pastor (or
contact per-
son), as well
as, those of
the foreign
church
(Note: These
may some-
times Dbe
required by
the Immigra-
tion Ofbcer,
before entering
the foreign
country.)

Each team member,

as well as, the pastors/ leaders of the
local church and the foreign church
should be given a copy of this list.

Finally, continue in prayer. Pray for
the LordOs wisdom, provision and
blessings to be on the team as the
team members prepare to minister
during the trip. And pray that the
Lord will bless the work that will be
done for Him by the team to the spiri-
tual good of the people in the
missions Peld for His glory.

OEThe harvest truly is great, but the la-
bourers are few: pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he would
send forth labourers

into his harvest.O
(Luke 10:2)

Ol must work the
works of him that sent
me, while it is day: the
night cometh, when no
man can work.O

(John 9:4)!



SETTING YOUR HEART RIGHT FOR A MISSIONS
TRIP

by Franco and Sara Wong

would like to share some things we
have learnt about setting our hearts
right for a missions trip.

1. Before the Missions Trip
a. Self Preparation

I. Salvation is the single
most important pre-
requisite for anyone to
direct others the way to

e

ke - !
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST gave heaven
the Great Commission to all who have ii. A spiritual check of our
received the Great Gift of Salvation, hearts, whether it be in-
to do the same and preach the same tune with GodOs will gives
message that saved us. Though all that us a good guide on
the Father has given Him shall never whether we are ready to
be lost, we, who are the unworthy re- Serve
cipients, are commissioned to do that iii. It is important to know
which we are expected, which is our our gifts, our God-given
reasonable service. strengths and abilities so
as to focus on areas we
On this premise, both Sara and | have will serve in
had the great privilege to participate iv. We need to be serving our
in the Eband and to go for a few own brethren already in
Missions Trips, namely to Sri Lanka our own local churches,
and Miri. And as members of the YAF, sincerely and actively, be-
we had the pleasure also to fellowship fore we can say we have a
with, pray for and support several burden to serve brethren
missionaries, namely Thang Vel Kam, whom we have not seen

Vijayenthiran, Timbalan and Harrison
Wan Kasip. And with these little expe-
riences, though we feel inadequate, we

10



b. Needs Preparation

Do a background check of
the country, people, their

customs and religion to
better acquaint ourselves
with the people we want
to reach out to so that we
can pray for them

Get to know the mission-

aries and their ministries,

including their debcien-

cies and needs to better
know how we can partici-

pate, assist and comple-

ment GodOs work there.

There is no benebt in du-
plicating or competing
with the work there

Do a thorough research of
the facilittes and re-
sources that are available
so that we may prepare
sufbciently and maybe
even to provide the sta-
tion with some new
equipment

OAlways ask the Lord to
give us the ability to
serve faithfully... that we
do not end up being proud
of our abilities, but to
rely upon His strength.O

iv. Set a

reasonable and
faithful objective to
achieve for the trip

c. Task Preparation

11

Pray diligently to seek
what God wants us to do
there whether it be

1) To reach out to peo-
ple of different age
groups in the form of
gospel meetings or
vacation bible schools
To relieve the regular
workers in different
areas of service

For home visitations
to follow-up with
some church mem-
bers

To help start or im-
prove some areas of
service, like the chil-
drenOs programme
Ask the missionaries what
they really need and
would want us to do so
that all may pray and pre-
pare meaningfully

Prepare and practise on
the task, that we may not
be found wanting when
we reach the station to
serve

However, be prepared that
special needs will arise,
which may be out of our

2)

3)

4)



OPray diligently to seek what God wants us to do there...O

expectations but God will
provide sufbciently for us
to serve

2. During the Missions trip

a. Selfyielding

Pray diligently for GodOs
strength, wisdom and love
to serve cheerfully, that
our conversation itself is
already a testimony and
encouragement

Yield ourselves to the
SpiritOs  prompting, that
we be willing workers
Many a times, the work
may be hard, we may be
tired, the traveling long
and even the food not to
our Singaporean taste but
yield our bodies for the
MasterOs use and pray for
His provision

b. Needs yielding

Be sensitive to the situa-
tion or the people who
may have different cul-
tural backgrounds, and
modify our programme
and delivery accordingly,
that our work may not be
a hindrance to the people
coming to know the Lord

12

Trust that God has a
greater plan, and that He
IS sovereign over all
matters, even if there is a
change in plans or pro-
gramme. We must yield to
the needs of the station,
that we serve as servants
and not as lords over
them

c. Task yielding

Always ask the Lord to
give us the ability to serve
faithfully, in both our
prepared programmes
and the special pro-
grammes which arise, that
we do not end up being
proud of our abilities, but
to rely upon His strength
Though more often than
not, we end up feeling
inadequate for the task, or
that a certain programme
did not run smoothly, pray
and trust that God is still
in control. Our portion is
not to dictate the out-
come, but to be faithful to
obey and serve

Include many prayer
sessions and discussions
to better tailor the



programmes for the
stationOs needs

3. After the Missions trip

a. Self RelRection

There is a great need to
have a time with the Lord
and for the Spirit to
search us, whether there
be any iniquity in us, in
our actions and intents in
the entire trip, that we
may repent and set our
hearts right again in our
walk with the Lord

b. Needs Rel3ection

Has the team achieved its

objectives it set out to

fulbll? If not, was it be-

cause

1) The team was found
lacking in praying,

13

trusting and relying

on GodOs leading?
2) God had better plans?

ii. Check with the missionar-

ies whether the objectives
were achieved and how to
improve the objectives or
how to achieve them in a
better way

c.Task Rel3ection
I. There must be a debrief
with the team pertaining
to the work done on how
it could have been im-
proved or changed so that
future trips can be more
effective
ii. A reasonable auditing can
help us plan better for
future trips so that we can
bring sufbcient material
and be better prepared
ii. Always give a report of
the trip back to the
church which sent us, as a
form of accountability

Though this list is not exhaustive, nor
authoritative, it is a sharing of our
own struggles in our previous experi-
ences. We can only say that GodOs
plans are never thwarted, and His
Words will never return unto Him
void. We must only yield to the Lord

of the harvest, and He will use us for
His own glory. !



FAMILY TOGETHER ON MISSIONS TRIPS
by Dn and Mrs VincentTeo (Calvary Pandan B-P Church)

OAnd how shall they preach, except theychildren will remember and be chal-
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are lenged to continue to serve the Lord

the feet of them that preach the gospel of.
peace, and bring glad tidings of good

things!ORomans 10:15.

O U R
CHI L-
DREN,
Sze-Anne
and Tze-
Shaun,
were about
5 and 3
years old
respec-
tively when
our family
went on our brst 12-day mission trip
in Dec 03 to various parts of Northern
Thailand. To date, they have accom-
panied us on other trips to Northern

Thailand (Dec 04, Mar 06, Mar 07),
Miri (Aug 06) and Pontianak (Mar 08).
Thank God for the blessings, provi-
sions and protection over us and for
using our family to be an instrument

of blessing to those labouring for Him

in the mission stations. Thank God
also for the wonderful way He works
in the lives of our children, igniting

the Bame for a love of mission work in
their tender hearts. We pray that
through brsthand experiences, our
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in this very needful area for years to
come.

OBringing the children on such
trips require much prayer and
preparation to ensure spiritual
fruitfulness. They must be
aware of the reasons and goals

for the trip and expectation
from them to play an active
role...O

The children served alongside the
adults in their own special ways. Their

very presence with us gave us the
peace of mind to serve. They forged
friendship easily with the native

children despite the language barrier

and this helped to make the Iatter

warm up faster to the team. Many a
times, our children were given roles to

act in skits and assisted us by being
the OvolunteersO to demonstrate
actions for songs during singing

sessions when the local children were
too shy to come forward. Their help

during art and craft sessions was also
invaluable.



Their roles and responsibilities
expanded with each subsequent trip.
In our most recent trip to Pontianak,
Sze-Anne was the pianist for the
worship service and VBS while Shaun
assisted her by holding the micro-
phone to the keyboard and turning

the pages of the music scores. Every
effort matters! Even listening to ser-
mons and taking down notes can be
exemplary to the local congregation.
Our children also had many memora-
ble experiences, which they otherwise
would not have tasted in comfortable
Singapore. They often recount with
excitement the many unique experi-
ences, for example, bathing in the
river, living without electricity, tasting
the local delicacies like fried worms,
traveling in pickups which was meant
for transporting pigs, running out to
play and coming back Oorange in
colourO (i.e covered with mud and
dust) etc and wondering when their
next trip will be.

Bringing the children on such trips
require much prayer and preparation
to ensure spiritual fruitfulness. They
must be aware of the reasons and
goals for the trip and expectation
from them to play an active role - even
obediently taking instructions and
participating cheerfully with the other
local children in the activities are
ways to encourage their parents and
others in the team. It can be very
stressful for parents to handle their
rebellious and difbcult children while
trying to serve at the same time. It is
thus pertinent that parents train their
children at home to observe basic
courtesy and acceptable behaviour
because expecting them to Onaturally
know what to do thereQ is unrealistic.

Familiarising them with the cultures,
climate, food and people youOll be
ministering to through pictures and
other aid will debnitely be a great ad-
vantage.

Many parents are also skeptical about
bringing very young children for such
trips, especially to less developed
countries. Their apprehension about
health issues, hygiene, food, traveling
inconveniences, unfamiliar surround-
Ings etc are not unfounded.

As to when the best age is to expose a
child to his Prst mission trip, it varies
from family to family, where concerns



and adaptations are different. Famil-

larising them with the cultures,

climate, food and people youOll be
ministering to through pictures and

other aids will debnitely be a great
advantage. Many parents are skeptical
about bringing very young children

for such trips, especially to less devel-
oped countries. Their apprehension

about health issues, hygiene, food,
traveling inconveniences, unfamiliar

surroundings etc are not unfounded.

Careful planning, prayer and heart

preparation are important. You may

want to start on a short day trip brst
to a nearby place and gradually
increase the duration and distance.
The children can also be involved in

the pre-trip preparations e.g. art and

craft materials, selection of songs,
sorting and packing, rehearsals and
meetings. You will be amazed at how
adaptable and hardy the children can
be.

The children benebt in terms of char-
acter building too. They learn to be
appreciative of little things in life, to

exercise sensitivity and consideration

There are children
all around the world
Children just like me
Children everywhere on Earth,
Across the land and sea.
They need to hear how Jesus died
And lives to set them free
Who will go and let them know?
O Lord, send me.

Brethren, pray and ask the Lord to
show you where He will have you and
your children to serve. The blessings
and privilege are ours, and it is not
too long before you realize your
childrenOs childhood is over. There is
no better thing to impart to our

children than to teach them to have a
heart and love for the work of the

Gospel, to Obe a vessel unto honour,
sanctibed and meet for the masterOs use,

and prepared unto every good workO
(2 Timothy 2:21). !

toward others of different cultures
and living standards, to be resourceful
and independent. They can identify
with the need to reach the lost souls
of children with the LordOs salvation,
as expressed in this childrenOs song:-
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MISSIONS TRIP TO KAMPOT 1

(12 to 18 August 2008)
by Esther Lin

ON 12 AUGUST (Tuesday), Boon
Choo and Esther departed for
Kampot (Cambodia) in the early hours
of the morning. It was a 6-day
missions trip with the objective of
helping the brethren at True Gospel
Bible-Presbyterian Church prepare
for their brst Vacation Bible School
(VBS). Thank God for this opportu-
nity to serve Him!

|

Although there were obstacles during
the planning stage, they were quickly
removed. On hindsight, this trip is
indeed arranged by the Lord. From
providence of school holidays to
being granted parents' permission, it
was all under His control. "In all thy

ways acknowledge him, and he shall di-

rect thy paths@Proverbs 3:6).
|

Preparation for the VBS

There are two aspects to the prepara-
tion for the VBS. The brst aspect is to
coordinate with the local teachers
concerning our VBS preparation.

Coordination

We had a coordination meeting on

Wednesday morning to run through

the programme of the VBS. In doing

so, we identibed the areas that needed

further work. We also discussed and
exchanged craft ideas. Hence, follow-
ing this meeting, we were kept busy
preparing the VBS booklet, songs,
craft materials and logistics.

TeachersO Workshopd

The second aspect of preparation for
the VBS is the equipping of the local

teachers. This was achieved through 2
workshops held on 13 and 14 Aug
(Wed and Thur). Boon Choo

conducted one workshop on Wednes-

day afternoon on how to make work-

sheets with the use of Microsoft Word

and Print Master. This is very useful

for them as they conduct English

classes daily for both children and

young adults. Moreover, with a lack of
internet access, Print Master provides
a large selection of images and



pictures that they could use in their
teaching.

!

On Thursday evening, Esther con-
ducted a workshop on the use of
Microsoft PowerPoint as a teaching
aid. While the skills taught were
practical, the brethren were reminded
of their ministry as a teacher and how
to teach effectively and fruitfully.

[

In the days following, when the

church leaders prepared crafts and
slides to accompany their teaching,
they put into practice the skills learnt
through these workshops.

VBS (15 and 16 Aug, Fri and Sat)
Finally, the day of the VBS arrived!
Our worries were taken care of by our
Almighty Father. He held back the
rain despite the supposed rainy sea-
son. The VBS was also not as poorly
attended as expected, although a
number of children could not come
because their families were celebrat-

ing the Hungry Ghost Festival.
!
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OAlthough there was a
language barrier between
us... and the Cambodian
children, there was still

warm interaction through

friendly smiles and simple
conversation.O

The theme of the VBS was "Knowing
Christ". There were altogether 4
messages spread over 2 days. On the
prst day, Esther taught the topic
"Christ is Creator" followed by
Brother Rotha who taught "Christ is
Saviour". On the second day, Brother
Sopheak taught "Christ is Shepherd"
while Boon Choo closed with "Christ
iIs our coming King". The Cambodian
brethren had designed a VBS T-shirt
for the children which aptly ref3ected
the theme. It had the picture of the
earth (Creator), a cross (Saviour), a
sheep (Shepherd) and a crown
(Coming King).

|

The children in Kampot had never
been to a VBS before. Their participa-
tion was enthusiastic and they sang
from their hearts when Sister Lydia
led them in singspiration. They
earnestly listened to the Bible lessons
taught from the Word of God and
were able to commit Bible verses like
John 10:11 to memory. They thor-
oughly enjoyed the craft-time and



treasured their Omasterpieces.O0 On
Saturday, indoor games and a quiz
conducted conbrmed that the chil-
dren had learnt much from the VBS.
Many of them left the VBS singing
"Everybody Ought to Know", which
was the VBS theme song.

|

Thank God for watching over this prst
VBS and for allowing all things to
proceed so smoothly. Although there
was a language barrier between us
Singaporeans and the Cambodian
children, there was still warm interac-
tion through friendly smiles and
simple conversation. Some of the
children even ended up teaching us

OOn hindsight, this trip is
indeed arranged by the Lord.

From... school holidays to...
parents' permission, it was
all under His control."

some phrases in Khmer! During the
VBS, the Cambodian brethren also

served as translators when necessary.
I

VBS Evaluation Sessions

At the end of each day of the VBS, we
met with the teachers for evaluation,
discussing areas that could be im-
proved upon.
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Throughout the trip, we were also
able to talk to the Cambodian breth-
ren about their children ministry and
Boon Choo provided and highlighted
useful resources and ideas that could
help them build up this vital ministry.

|

We also had the opportunity to
observe and help out in their English
classes and Sunday school. The
children absorbed quickly what were
taught to them and many were chal-
lenged to hide God's Word in their
hearts by committing Bible verses to
memory. We also attended their
Wednesday church prayer meeting
and Sunday Worship Service.

|

As the day of departure drew closer,
there was a sense of reluctance in
leaving due to the warm fellowship
that we had shared with the Cambo-
dian brethren. They had been very
hospitable, and took very good care of
us from the day we arrived till the day
we left. Praise God for how we, and
the Cambodian brethren could minis-
ter to one another through this
missions trip. While serving God is an
honour to us, He also blesses us when
we do so. Should the Lord lay a
burden in your heart or provide you

with an opportunity to serve Him, go!
"Only fear the LORD, and serve him in
truth with all your heart: for consider
how great things he hath done for yoifl

Samuel 12:24).!



MISSIONS TRIP TO KAMPOT 2

(4 to 19 November 2008)
by Jodie Cheong Sock Wah

IN BETWEEN JOBS MY SISTER,
Janice, and | decided to take the
opportunity to serve the Lord in
Cambodia. So we set off to Kampot,
Cambodia, on 4th November (Tues-
day).

This trip was of the LordOs timing.
From pastor DennisO pastoral prayer
on Sundays we learnt that preacher
Sopheak and preacher RothaOs wives
had recently given birth. Knowing
that they might be short-handed, my
sister and | decided, and hoped, to be
of service to the Lord by helping them
out in Kampot.

Just as we bought the air tickets and
were ready to go to Cambodia, we
received news from preacher John
Saray that there was trouble with
Thailand at the Cambodian border.
He suggested that we postpone our
trip for safety reasons.

Thank God there was an easing of the
tensions between the 2 countries after
2 weeks and we were still able to go as
scheduled.

20

The objectives of the trip were:

¥lo encourage the brethren in
Cambodia

¥To impart computer knowledge e.g.
Microsoft Excel and Window Media
Maker

¥lo pray and help in Evangelism,
ChildrenOs program and English

Classes

During our stay with them, we visited
homes, helped in English classes,
ChildrenOs Sunday School and
managed to visit CambodiaOs world
renowned Olost city,0 the Angkor Wat.

Computer Class

Boon Choo told us that the brethren
in Kampot would like to learn

Microsoft Excel to improve on their
current accounting method. With this

in mind, we brought our laptops

along and prepared some teaching
materials.



Our lessons began the very next day,
every morning from 9 to 11 am. We
started with the basics and explained
the Excel default settings and perime-
ters. The Kampot brethren were fast
learners and after grasping the basic
concept of Excel, they were able to
built a spreadsheet after only two
lessons. On the 3rd day, they were
able to use Excel to build graphs and
pie charts. Hopefully, with the newly
acquired software knowledge, they
will be able to serve the Lord more
effectively.

English Class

There are 5 English classes each night
conducted in the church. Preacher
John Saray and his wife, Lydia, teach
the lower primaries while preacher
Sopheak and preacher Rotha teach
the youths. Along with rapid devel-
opment of Cambodia, we could see
the youthsO eagerness to learn

English, and the church leaders hope
to evangelise to the surrounding
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communities through these English
classes.

In my 1st lesson with the youths, |
requested them to do some brief
introduction of themselves. Most of
the English class students are teacher
students (much like our NIE
colleagues). Out of curiosity | asked if
the Cambodians love to teach and
after probing | realised this is one of
the ways to further their education if
their family were unable to support
their university fees. With this, | took
the opportunity to share my personal
experience with them, which was, my
desire to get into our local university.
| had prayed relentlessly for 3 years.
My OOO levels grades limited my
chances to get into a junior college
and | thought the Lord had closed the
door on me. The wiser decision then
would be to enter into the a polytech-
nic. | thought my education would
end there.

Eventually, the Lord did answer my
prayer but it was according to His
own time and plan. God spoke to me
using Matthew 6:33:

OBut seek ye Pbrst the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness: and all these things
shall be added unto to you.O

| shared with them on how we should
seek the LordOs Kingdom. In the end,



God answered my prayers and |
furthered my education in Australia.

God gives 3 answers: OYesO, ONoO and
OWaitO but He only always gives the

BEST!

At brst | thought the youths would
have difbpculty understanding my
sharing in English but | was pleas-
antly surprised when a youth asked
me how | knew if that was GodOs
answer, and so | took the opportunity
to share the gospel with the class.

Sunday School B ChildrenOs
programme

We have an average of 15 children
attending Sunday School. To make
the Sunday programme more interest-
ing, we put up a skit on the OProdigal
Son.O | played the younger son and
my sister played the role of the forgiv-
ing father. With sister Lydia interpret-
ing for us, the children were able to

enjoy and understand the play.

Visitations

On our last day, we visited an uncleOs
Pshing place. This uncle is schedule to
be baptized this Christmas. Praise the
Lord! While we were there, he shared
with us how his name has been
removed from the ancestral hall and
he is now ignored by the villagers. No
one talks to him since he became a
Christian. He said that inspite of all
these things, his love for the Lord
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remains strong and unwavering. Every
Sunday, preacher Sopheak will pick
him up from his place. As he does not
want to be late for church, he would
start walking towards church in the
early dawn.

Thank God for safety and for the
many blessings received during these
16 days in Cambodia. Instead of going
to encourage our brethren in
Cambodia, | felt more encouraged by
their simple but strong faith in the

Lord. There are opportunities to share

the gospel but the ground is hard.
May the Lord strengthen the three
preachers and their wives that they
may continue to serve Him faithfully. !



REPORT ON MISSIONS TRIP TO TANZANIA
(ARUSHA) AND KENYA (ELDORET AND BOMET)
(15 November to 11 December 2008)

by Carol Lee

OBehold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!O
(Ps 133:1). Indeed, how good and
pleasant it has been to be with our
African brethren in Arusha, Eldoret
and Bomet. Going with the desire to
minister and to bless, yet being minis-
tered to and being blessed in return,
may all praise and thanks be to our
God for His safekeeping, provision
and blessing throughout this 27-day
missions trip.

On the invitation of Eld Tan Nee

Keng, my brst stop was Bible College
of East Africa (Tanzania) in Arusha
from 15 to 22 Nov. [Eld Nee Keng, a
missionary from Berean BPC (Singa-
pore), is an FEBC alumnus and the
Principal of BCEA Tanzania.]

Upon arrival at Jomo Kenyatta Inter-
national Airport in Nairobi (Kenya), it
was another six hours by coach to
Arusha (Tanzania).

From 17 to 19 Nov (Mon to Wed), |
conducted an 18-hour vacation course  the days, they completed two assign-
on OJesus the Master Teacher©O at ments as part of the course assess-
BCEA Tanzania. It was attended by = ment and sat for a two-hour exam on
four full-time BCEA students. During the morning of 20 Nov (Thu).
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On the invitation of Rev Elibariki (an
FEBC alumnus and Academic Dean
of BCEA Tanzania), | also had the
opportunity to minister to the women
in two Tanzanian churches. On the
afternoon of 20 Nov (Thu), about 20
ladies gathered in a local church in
Kikatiti for a WomenOs Seminar where
| spoke on the topics OThe Role of
Women in the Home and in the
ChurchO and OSeparation, Not Isola-
tion.O The next day (21 Nov, Fri), |
conducted a similar seminar at
another local church at Ndatu which
was attended by about 60 women. In
both churches, the women were
enthusiastic in learning from the
Word of God and asked several inter-
esting application questions during
the Q-and-A sessions.

My next stop was Eldoret (Kenya), 30
minutes away by air from Nairobi. On
23 Nov (Sun), immediately after the
Worship Service in a local church in
Lingwai, | spoke at a womenOs meet-
ing organized by Rev Philip Lagat of
Grace Bible Institute (Eldoret). [Rev
Philip is an FEBC alumnus and a
pastor in the Good News Church of
Africa (GNCA).] It was attended by
about 60 women.

The following day, | was back at
Lingwai Church to speak to the
youths (about 60 of them) in the
morning and to the teenage girls
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(about 30 of them) in the afternoon.
Sunday School TeachersO Training on
the OThe Seven Laws of TeachingO was
conducted on 25 Nov (Tues). Judging
from their laughter, the 15 partici-
pants enjoyed the Omicro-teaching®
(role-play) session in particular.

On 26 Nov (Wed), my Pnal day of
ministry in Eldoret, | spoke at two

meetings in Kokwet (another GNCA
church) ministering to the women and

young people separately.

Finally, on 27 Nov (Thu), Rev Philip
and | left Eldoret for Bomet. Thank
God for Daniel Koech (brother of Rev
Michael Koech) who drove us, making
the three-and-a-half car ride a
comfortable and pleasant one.

At the Bomet Bible Institute (BBI), a
16-hour vacation course on OJesus the
Master TeacherO was conducted from 1
to 4 Dec (Mon to Thu). Besides the
twelve full-time students, 27 local
pastors and church leaders also at-



tended the course. On 5 Dec (Fri),
they handed in their two assignments
and sat for a two-hour exam. The BBI
held its 16th Graduation Service on
Saturday (6 Dec) with Rev Joseph
Kandagor as its guest speaker.

Early the following morning (7 Dec,
Sun), Rev Michael and | left on a
Omatatu® for a ten-minute ride to
AGUC Kapkwen, the latest addition to
the AGUC group of churches. [The

OmatatuO is a common local means of

public transport. It is like a 12-seater
van but normally can take 25 passen-
gers: majority sardine-packed in it and
two or three dangling from the

opened door!] Started in January 2008
with Sunday School held under a

tree, AGUC Kapkwen now draws
about 25 children and 10 to 15
worshippers. Instead of the shade of
the tree, it now has a wooden struc-
ture with a zinc roof, but with no walls

yet. The OpewsO (makeshift benches

roughly made of wood from the trees
nearby) stand on bare grassy ground.
After Sunday School, we returned to

AGUC Bomet in time to celebrate its

34th Anniversary with James Kitulika

(BBl alumnus from Tanzania) as the
guest speaker.

Pstr Nelson Were and Christine
(FEBC alumni and BBI lecturers)
convey their thanks to brethren in
Truth BPC for our prayer support

during the recent hospitalisation of
their one-year-old daughter,
Charmaine. They praise and thank
God for the love gift from the Young
AdultsO Fellowship of Truth BPC
which exactly covered the hospital
bill. Pstr Nelson is now pastoring
AGUC Singorwet.

Very soon, it was 10 Dec (Wed) and
time for me to make the 28-hour
journey from the metal gate of BBI to
one HDB door in Jurong West. |
thank God for this privilege of serving
Him away from home and for His
bountiful blessings and safekeeping
throughout the trip. Some of His
blessings include the joy of minister-
ing GodOs Word to receptive hearts,
the African brethrenOs warm welcome
and fellowship, their love, their open-
ing of their homes to me, sharing with
me their meals and their daily evening
family worship, as well as the laughter
and joys of their children who would
praise God with their little voices and
recite His Word from memory. Good
health and strength too are not to be
taken for granted, especially in places
where there is no piped water or
modern sanitation, and when half the
passengers during the seven-hour
RBight from Doha to Singapore were
coughing away!

All thanks and praise to our Almighty,
loving God! May He be pleased to



bless the work that was done to bring
much fruit to His glory! !

Participants of TeachersO
Training Course at
GNCA, Lingwai

Pastor Nelson Were, wife Christine
and daughter Charmaine

Participants of Youth Seminar
at GNCA, Lingwai
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CHIANG RAI MISSIONS TRIP SHARING

(3 to 9 December 2008)
by Ng Boon Choo

THANK GOD for a fruitful 7-day trip
to Bethel Development Center (BDC)
in Chiang Rai, Thailand. BDC is a
Black Lahu Christian student hostel,
which is run by Uncle Chalo and Sis
Warunee. A total of 51 children live in
the hostel.

Calvary Pandan B-P Church, who is
supporting this work ever since 2005,
devised a seven-year program and
roped in Truth B-P Church to help in
this program. Thank God for the
opportunity and the privilege to help
BDC and be involved in their Christ-
mas Gospel Rally in 2009. The group
that went to help out in their Christ-
mas Gospel Rally and ministering in
other areas this year was a group of
youths from Calvary Tengah B-P
Church. The team comprised 18
youths and 3 advisors, making a total
of 21 who went.

The main purpose of my trip was to

Pnd out more about BDC and how

they organized the Christmas Gospel
Rally. Hence | spent the most of my

time observing the youths from

Calvary Tengah at work and discuss-
ing next yearOs program with Sis
Warunee.
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Without GodOs help, | would not have
been able to make the trip there and
back. Even before the trip began,
there were many uncertainties, chal-
lenges and problems. Now as | look
back, | am blled with amazement at
how the Lord has led me every step of
the way.

Political uncertainties

There was no way to transit at
Suvarnabhumi airport in Bangkok to

get to Chiang Rai because of the
seizure of the airport by anti-
government protestors. The protestors
who had occupied the airport since

26th November, looked like they were
going to stay there for a long time
more. Many tourists were stuck in the
country no matter how hard they tried

to get out.

However this did not deter the Tengah
team. Even though their trip was de-
layed for a few days because of Right
cancellation, they persisted in going
by rerouting through KL, enduring an
eight-hour coach ride, so as to catch a
Right from KL to Chiang Mai instead,
coping with another three-hour coach
ride before bnally arriving in Chiang
Rai on the 2nd December. Thank God



for the faith that these youths and
their leaders have shown in overcom-
ing such an adverse situation. Thank
God also for the many people who
have been praying for both the
Tengah Team and |. The Lord

answered our prayers by His miracu-
lous interventions.

| was scheduled to travel on 3rd
December. | could not get an early
conbrmation from the airlines if my
Bights would be cancelled. | could
only wait until it was clear that the
airport would not re-open in time for
me to travel. It was then that | went to
book new Rights. Since the start of
the seizure of the airport, | checked
the airline website daily. With only
two more days to go, all available
RBights from KL to Chiang Mai were
already fully booked. My most natural
response was to fret. However |
thanked God for teaching me to trust
in Him that if it was His will for me to
go to Chiang Rai, He would make a
way for me.

Nothing is impossible with God. Al-
though all existing Rights were full,
God provided the additional Rights.
There was a special RBight from Singa-
pore to Chiang Mai, which operated
only from 2nd to 4th December.
Thank God for helping me to get a
seat on the plane on the same day |
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intended to travel. This was miracle
number one.

As soon as | got my seat on the Right
to Chiang Mai and then another one
to Chiang Ral, | started to worry how |
would be going back to Singapore
because the airline did not have any
new return tickets. If the protesters
were to continue with their revolt, |
would be stuck. It seemed that noth-
ing was happening to get the anti-
government protestors out of the
airport. The police, the army and
other means from the opposing camp
were not able to chase them out.

But our God is Almighty and sover-
eign. The crowd in the airport was
nothing to Him. With one court ruling
on 2nd December, the Lord sent all
the protestors packing home on 3rd
December, which was the day that |
Bew in to Chiang Mai. This was mira-
cle number two.

These two incidents amongst others,
which | have experienced, had a great
impact on me. As our pastor says in
this issueOs Foreword, the motive for
going on a missions trip is not so
much that we might suffer, but that
we might be obedient in doing His
Will. However, | am very thankful for
these experiences. This trip made me
pray harder and gave me the chance



to experience the wonderful provi-
dence and deliverance of God.
Through it all, | feel as if | can hear
God rebuking me, OWhy are ye fearful,
O ye of little faith?® Our God is a
faithful God who is all-powerful. How
could I not trust in Him, me of little
faith?

After the whole airport seizure
episode, some tourists expressed that
they would never go to Thailand
again. Will I go to Thailand for
another missions trip? It is a debnite
OYES!O as long as the Lord has work
for me there. | will even encourage
many others to join us in our next trip

to BDC in December 2009. Pray and
prepare yourselves to be a blessing
over there. Yet, when we go, showers
of GodOs manifold blessings actually
fall on us! Will you go? Be on the look
out for more information about this
trip next year. God Bless.!






